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ALBERT de NORDENSH!LI>. 



CHAPTER I. 



CASTLE OF GRIEtfFBNHORST. ' 

A-LBERT de Nordenfliild, one of the 
handfomeft youths of his time, though 
;wild as uncultivated nature, was equally 
improveable. Juft returned from the 
chace, he had ilretched himfelf, in a neg- 
ligent pofture, on an antiquated couch in 
the fervants hall. Buxar, an old huflar, 
formerly belonging to his father's regi- 
jpaent, but now in Jhis houfhold fervice, 
and called in derifion Mafler of the Horfe, 
Jftood at the window cleaning his fabre, 
Vol. I, B which 
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a ALBER* *>« WOKDEtfSHILIfc 

which ftill continued' to be the chief objedfc 
of his aflfe<Stion, Buxar's figure might at 
ihoft have been termed frightful $ ;he :had 
loft his 1-jft eye, a dark brown fcarcrofiad 
his forehead, nofe, and' mouthy which 
gave his face a diftcWed appeirirahce,* in 
addition to which, a bufhy'red-b^atd'reni 
dered it the perfedlion'of uglinefe;^ He 
was, neverthelefe, the' defe*ving favourite 
of General de Nordenfhild; fdr hfe heart 
was as humane and gbod, -as hfe face Was 
deformed. He had jiift been' quarrelling 
with his young matter for over-heating the 
. horfes, and was endeavouring to* conceal 
the vexation fte felt, at the indifference 
with which Albert heart!* his reproached; 
by humming a tune ; which,*however, HatI 
in it little of harmony, and bore fcme're^ 
fcmblarifce to the creaking of «a ^wheeld' :t 
Albert feemfcd but of temper;* and white 
turning himfelf from fide to -fide Buxa$ &t 
every movement hummed louder, ;fhirttfng 
Tiis eyes,, or if he, foretimes ventured t6 
ileal a glance at hits mafter, he bit his Jips 
and conveyed flrong marks of dtfcontent 
into his countenance. After remaining in 

this 
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ALBERT rat HORd^ljSHI^n. J 

this foHenmood (ot forte time* Mtert Ml 
thrmviflg himfelf about in a.ref^efs, di£- 
tontented manner, and covering- kis f f^ce 
with one of bis hands, entered into a con* 
verfajtioq withJB&xar, that terminated in a 
reconciliation. « H?rk ye I Buxar," faid 
he> " telj me fomething about Stralfuud." 
S*' Aye/* replied the mafter of the horfe^ 
grinning, .*' there, were other fort. of peo- 
".pktfcml" 

. » I wMb,'v faid Albert, " the devil had 
". jw*, wjthyo^r other fort of people." - 
. f c ..MTqw * I fuppafe, young gentleman, 
ff yo* think I. do not know that you are 
**in this ill hun*our bec^ufe Berda and 
"flclina, are gone a walking, without 
cleaving word where you might meet 
".them; but I know they are gone down 
" the btick-walk to find you, for how were 
« they to guefs, that the devil, God for-' 
f* give toe! was to drive you into every 
''lake, pond, and ditch, you could find, 
" that the horfes, poor things, look juffc 
« i* if they had been creeping on their 
f c bellies— how, I wonder, were the girls 
« to find that out/" 

Ba i!Hol4 
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4 ALBERT DE HORDEtfSHlLXK 

" Hold your tongue," rejoined Albert, 
half rifing from the conch, " and learn 
" that I was determined to ford the river, 
^ to difcorer if the enemy were to take it 
" into his head tp befiege our cattle, whe- 
** ther his cavalry could pafsit; fucli a 
t€ thought I fuppfcfe never entered your 
" ftupid brain, andbecaufe it has not hap- 
u pencd in your father's, nor ybur grand-f 
" father's time,* you think it impoffible it 
••* ever ihould happen : but now I am con- 
*.' vinced it can be done/' % 

t " Then, oh my foul, mafter, you are 
"in the right, for if we had known at 
« Stralfund, that it was poflible to pals the 
€ * Travenick fea, we Ihould have caught 
'* fomething well worth the trouble of 
« catching." 

" Yes ! I fuppofe you woutd have caught 
« Charles himfelf?" 

"Whoelfe!— 

« Fine bragging! ** faid Albert, laugh- 
ing* u £° r how nicely you let htm efeape 
a in the laft battle, when he ventured too 
i€ fer, and \yasras good as in your power! 

Mdare 
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ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD. C 

" I dare fay hfc has iihpe often laughed at 
^youattV: t ;'/ ; ., ..." r ,. 

. " None but the devil/' retorted Bux;ar, 
in a paffion, " who is the, father .of lies* 
"Can make you f fay fo.-^Efcape— Yes! 
"*tcfelet\tiim efcape indeed. Fray, who 
<fc told you we let him cfcape? My old 
", mafter, I fuppofe. Yes ! yes ! 1^1 ways 
u faid it was eafier to command than 
"obey* , Now* as the devil would have 
" it, there he flood, (pointing with his fa- 
" href) my mailer 1 raean^fire ! fire! 
" cried hry and fought his way througb* 
? c bovT we th^tf fl(K)d at the redoubt faw 
^.wherfethe beft bird was to be caughtj 
t* but-M-foe f fire f tfas repeated by! many 
" a mills fop, without knowing what he 
••was about,-— Fire, indeed! when ovt 
" *ed jackets were hangi ng on the palifades 
" like monkeys, and the cafquea fwim- 
*' ming in the moat like \in\ti. ducks; and 
li (fighing) there rode Charles'." 

"I fhoiild have liked," exclaimed Al? 
Vert, jumping up, " to have fecn him." 

" He was no great light ; there was no 

V difference between him and his guards." 

3 3 " I fup- 

, Digitize 



ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD. 

" I fuppofe you did not think he looked 
" like a king, becaufe you did not fee a 
*? glittering liar and ,a full-bottomed wig ? 
" which you fools always fancy to be the 
" enfigns of majefty. But I tell you, that 
" the king's excellence lay in thofe parts 
" of him, which, in others, are concealed 
" by the flar and the. crown " 
,. " But, for all that, he was glad to feek 
u fafety in flight, when our red jackets 
u . purfued him." 

..."..But when was his* flight?" initer- 
jro^ted Albert, contemptuoufly ; " hot 
" till his friend was dead ; Rugert loft, 
"Vnd no poflibility left to defend Stral- 
" fund. Yet how difficult was it even 
" then to perfuade him, that his perfon 
* r was of more corifequence than a hun- 
'* dr/ed fuch water nefts. I would not for 
" the world have been in your fervice 
u then ; but I Iheuld have liked to have 
" ferved under Charles," 

" But t fuppofe. you would' not have 
'■'•liked to have followed him into Turkey 
u afterwards ?" 

<> Yes, 
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" Yes, I fhpuld ; I would have given: 
u him my laft morfel of bread, and have 
" ilarved myfelf rather than he fliould 
f have wanted. You know, Buiar, 
" that I love yoii, but neverthelefs, if 1 
." ever hear you make ttfe of fuch con- 
" temptuous cxpreffions of my favourite 
" Charles again, I fhall certainly give you 
*' a fillip on the nofe." 
.... 4i I know you have not the heart to hurt 
" my poor old nofe." 

," You are in the right, for one mufi pity 
Siyov. But come, Buxar, own Che truth, 
</ v ap4. te?l me if it was not one of Charles's 
" followers that mauled you in this,raan- 
« jier. You will, at leaft, allow him to 
" have been a brave fellow J" 
\. " It will drive me mad if J think of 

_... .^Charles t y Charles !" , cried Albert, 
f' f every power was combined agairift thee r 
"even fate Itfelfl" V 

t; It was eafy," muttered Buxar ta 

hhnfejf, " to fence with a wooden fword ; 

u to Xiave a hble bored in one's heart with 

" ^leathern fcabbard, is no yefy dangerous 

B 4 " affair ; 
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8 ALBERT DE NORDENSHII-B,. 

y affair ; or to receive a tap* on one's arm 
" from a blo\v that is as light as a feather,- 
" is a mere joke. To romp with Augufta 
€ f to r day, Louifa to-morvow, and the day 
u after another lafs, is pleasant enough * 
" faith ! I believe I -fhoukl not. cjifiike it 
cc myfelf ; however I think — yes, I do 
V riiink he has a good heart, and that 
" fomething may flill be made of him * 
? and then, young gentleman, you will 
" remember poor old Buxar's face.'* 

" Buxar," continued Albert, jumping 
up, " I am tired, heartily tired of this 
4 * mi&rable, indolent ltfc. — To ride my 
" horfes to death, and for what ? to fhoot 
" a hare or a partridge !. Is this to be my 
" deftiny?" 

t: But," faid Buxar, laughing, €X you 
u forget the girls." 

€i I am weary of it, even with them in* 
*•' eluded, I think my father muft be 
" afhamed to fee me in this torpid ft ate of 
" indolence, particularly wlicn he reflects 
14 on what he was at my age. But at that 
** time men and foluicis were wanting, hot 
* fox-hunters." 

■ - • - " What 
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ALBERT BE NORDEtfSHItD* 9 

* What the plague do you want the king. 
" to declare war that you may hare ibrae- 
"thing to do?" 

*■ No, lam far from defiling that; he 
w muft feerworthle&, indeed, who for the 
u fake of private intereft can wifh for war, 
" that ever has been, and ever will be, the 
" ruin, the fcourge of countries* 1 thought 
M ye*f were betted acquainted with my fen- 
" timents, and that you knew my heart 
" always bled for the mifery, the oppief- 
" fion of the poor. But in the mean time 
" I muft have feme employment, and . 
" ihould a war break out, I lhall be 
€€ reacfy to takie an adtive part in it." 

* Ydi* formerly ufed to ~toAl me about 
" one of your favourite heroes ; I have 
" forgot his name, that knew how to 
" afnufe hifiafelf in time of peace/* 

"Yfttt mean Akibiades— yes ! I onoe 
" determined to imitate his virtues, and to 
4€ avoid hsB- errors.'* 

** But yeo forget botfa> when yon have 
w a pretty girt in your arms." 

V Yoi* feeta inclined to feel how my 

* putte beats* . You guefe right, Bu&ar, 

B5 "my 
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" my blood circulates more freely, and my 
,r heart beats quicker on the bofom of a 
u pretty girl, than under the ftrap of my 
"ftiooting pouch ; the foft preffure of a 
€S female hand ! the glance of a* bright 
* c eye ! Why, Buxar, I believe erenyour 
*' iron heart has felt the power ef love." 

" Ay ! and that moft terribly." * 

" But there is a great difference in love/* 
faid Albert. 

" That/ 5 replied Buxar, "no body 
* -knows better than myfelf/ for I have 
." tried it in all countries. 1 * 

"You are art old fool; one fees and 
" defires, plays and is caught ; but upon 
• w my honour, Buxar, women are not of 
'* confequence enough to me, to be an 
" employment; they are only an agreeable 
" amufement for a leifure hour. I have 
44 feen many handfome women in my life > 
'" but the recoile&ion *>f them does not 
" give me more pain than that of my grey 
*' mare which died at Gottingen " 

" That is right ; when I was young I 
" did the lame, or how would the tatters 
u of my poor heart.hsmg about the wodd. 

" I re^ 
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9 1 rremqmber; &e firft, <ju#ion tjhe girk 
? fried to aft. me, wheij; 1 f[^ j(ayiBg.-qvil 
^ things t0i them iii. ,my - way , was, 'how 
ff far ier it to yotm country, , .and when ihall 
'* tve^be married ?\ But (hat wofcrid not da 
?* far Baxaf; he drew his neck out of the 
sc fhare as faftas he could, and flew away 
" like Spanifh &uff/\ 

CafperV belt rang, and Buxar throwing 
his fur jacket over his ihoulders, went to 
anfwer it But Albert did not remain lbng % 
alone, for Beacda and. Selina, , his two cou- 
ilns, had returned from, thei* morning; 
walk, and on hearing he was in thefer* 

.'rants hall, went to him., 

Albert had been educated and brought 
up with thorn; they wpre the loved com- 
panions of his early youth ; nor was his; 
affe&ion. abated, by his having been. ab~ 

, fcot the. greateft part of the five years they 

♦bad fpenjt at Grieflfenhorft.. For after, the; 

. death, of their father, the unfortunate: 
Major Noitlenfhild, his -brother Cafperr 
h#4 token ii is two orphan nieces under? his> 

.protection, and they by their affectionate. 

attentions? and natural cheerfulnefs had; 

B6. beguiled! 
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tt ALBERT M »OR»£KSH*Ld. 

beguiled the lonely hours of that worthy 
old man, daring the tirte his fca was ate-' 
ietrt af the ciniverfity, and on hisr travels ; 
«i<d he, in return, repaid thei* love wiflr 
ftrch'paternal affeflior*, that though tbey 
might feel, they did not regret thfefolitade 
they Jived in. Both were good, arttefe, and 
amiable ; their manner? were fi&ple, and 
thefr minds uncorrupted. 

Berda, the eldeft, with a vivacity of 
cBfpofition almoft bordering ©a wiWnefs, 
was tail and well made, and her face 
might withotit flattery be called hand- 
fome ; her penetrating bla*ck eyes feemed 
formed to fubdue every heart, and but 
. few who law her, efcaped feeling their 
power. Selina's perfbn was hot inferior to 
her fitter's, but her manners were entirely 
\ thereverfe; forihe was gentlenefe itielf", 
and often did her dove-like eyes, without 
intending it, rob her filler of hef con* 
queftst 

Berda, in her dark green riding habit, 
ran, or rather flew acrofs the hall to Al- 
bert and throwing her arms round his 
Heck, and killing him, cried, "good 
i "morning 
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^mofrnfog to you, you Mice." — "The 
"feme to you," replied Albert. — " Good 
"'mowing to you, ipy dear Albert/* &id 
Selina, then throwing back her veil, and 
offering ffkri her cheek. Albert embraced 
Her, iaying, €€ good morning to you alfo, 
"my (fear Sel'ma, you look like an angel 

* m your white drefs this morning." 

" We waited for you a long time," re- 
plied Selina, u at Beech Grove, my dear 
« Albert." - 

" I believe," faid Berda, « I ran up the 
" Ml £ hundred times to look for you/' 

"But no. Albert," added Selina, "was 
"tfrbefeen." 

Albert embraced them both, crying, 
■* but nx>W I am here, and could live an 

* eternity in thofe arms." 

Buxar came into the halt with a hand- 
ful- of letters, juftas Albert was kiffingthe 
gitls, and l&ying them in the window, 
faid, " I know who uied to come m for a 
u fmack formerly." 

Who, you old fright ?" demanded 
Berda. 

*' 1, from Mife Berda, if you know her." 

<< I kifs 
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14 XtfcfckT i>E KORDENSHItD. 

" I kifs your hideous iace! look; in the 
** glaft you manftdr, and 'fee how heaven 
<« : has marked -it:, as a puniihment for your 
« youthful fins/' ' 

: '*<•* That cannot be altered now*" faid 
Buxaf, " but I was jiot hideous and a 
" monfter when I ufed to ride you on my 
* c knees at Riedinftun, when you were 
'" little girls> and ran about ih your rbund- 
** ear'd caps. Then as fo6n as I had deli- 
" vered my meflages to your papa, nay; 
(e fcften before I had finilhed it, you were 
" both pulling me about ; then it was^ 
< now, dear Buxar, let me ride, and J will 
c kifs you, pretty Buxar, if you will letme; 
c gallop a little longer.' And as I was al- 
Ci ways tired before Mifs Berda was, ibe* 
" ufed to ftroke my face, kifs, and ddax. 
«< me; moft. . ■ If flis would^ but do fo, 
«now!" 

cc Go. about your bufinefs, you old fool; 
« and do not make & laughing-flock Of 
* yourfclf.'* 

- " So I. wili," faid Buxar, taking up the* 
letters, (€ but o« recolle<ftion I muft dreis 
"tbyfelffirft^ With 

«' your leave, ladies— you know this room 
— ■ - "is> 
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* c is/muae ;; you may therefore chtife either 
ff to lea*e ii,.or fee me in fliy fliirt ; for 
te I x mufti endeavour to make myfelf l$ok a 
" little handfome." 

♦: » Tbe<idea of you and beauty, diverts 
"me. For you may adorn a goat as 
f * much as you pieafe, but a goat he will 
" ftill remain.'* * 

'« And I, Buxar. The devil may. be a 
c * beauty compared to me, for any thing 
u I know, to the contrary." 

ft But you are an honeft fellow,," laid 
Albert, " for all that" 

" That is the gteateft compliment you 
u can pay hint," anfwered JBerda, " and 
" when you have faid that, you have &id 
€€ every thing." . 

She and her fifter then left the room, 
a;nd Albert inquired where Buxar wag 
going to ; who informed him,. " to. taks 
" the tetters ta the poft-office: , ~ u Let 
" me fee who they arc to;" faid Albert, 
going towards the window,, and taking 
them up,, one after the other* ' To Co* 
u lonel Ratlaad»\-~Now what ca«. my 
" father write to him about, but far a 

^,pro- 

* ; 
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* prolongation of my leave of abfence 
** from my regiment, which I am # fure 
«< 1 do not clefire. — r To Captain Adenfee, 
" Pay-mafter General.* — What bufinefe 
i€ tan he have, with- him ? art leaft, he has 

* no debts to pay for me.— ' A Madame 
u h. Comtefle de Prufcha, rue de Wifin- 
u bach.' - One of thofe unhappy females,** 
continued he, " who would be glad to 
• f have, the date of her wedding-day erafed 
" out of her almanack, and love owt of her 
Ji heart. — J)id you ever fee her, Buxar ; 
" I have been told fhe is handfome ?'* — < 
" She is both handfome and good;'* re- 
plied he. * But I cannot think how flie 
u came to marry that old tyrant. 5 ': — 
€: There are many things that happien in 
" the world ; particularly in the great 
% * world," obferved Albert, " the reafons 

* of which you will' not eafily guels ; this, 
u however, I can tell yon : two of the 
€% firit families of Baimau had long been 
** at Variance, the court wished 1 them, for 
44 Certain reafons, to a<ft in cOnjwn<ftioft, 
¥ < a ifeeone&iation waff therefore neceflkry ; 
* ttd fee wtts the V&fiift." Albert looked 

at 
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- at the back of the ktter, which He had 
held.in- his. hand during the tiine he wrt 
fpeakingy flnd read the- following words : 
" Shoj^d thecountefe have left Moncia- 
*' before this letter, arrives, it is not to be 
" fept after her, but returned to General 
" de . Nppicnfhild, at Grieffenhorft."*— 
€C Very extraordinary T laid Albert * 
" what can my father mean by it; he 
*' cannot furely fhipeft her of going to 
*' pay her tferfpc&s to her hufband ? if fhe 
" doesj fhe mull: have weighty reafons 
" for doixjg &." 

: « To be fare ihei taift," faid Bu*ar, 
" Bat, (holding his finger to his nofe) I 
u remember foon after you went out this 
*' moraing, my mailer received fome let* 
" ters, and immediately after he ordered 
" me to have the garden apartments pre* 
" pared, for that he foon expedted fome 
" company* Perhaps the Countefs & 
" coming// • ~ 

" What builnefe/' alked Albert, " can : 
" fhe have here, and yet — " 

" You wifh her to come* Do you want 
*' any thing brought , from town, (putting 
•:•.-• " the 



1$ ALBERT DE .NORQENSHILD, 

" the letters m his pocket) powder, fhot T 
"or balls?" 

" No ! but if you fee Madame de Stem- 
tC berg, you may give my refpe&s to her. 
u For I fuppofe ihe will call to you when 
« you pafs her houfe/' . 

" And if Ihe bids me tjell you that fhe 
" lhall expedi you in her garden this af* 
u ternoon, what am I to fay !•" 

u Say ! why fay : I intend to wait on 
" her. — For you know I muil try the 
«' new horfes this evening." 
"Tobefura" 

Albert, abforbed in a profound reverie 
for fome time after Buxar left the room, 
at length gavte free vent to his thought* 
in a foliloquy, in which, finding himfclf 
alone, he uttered, without r$ferv$, the 
genuine fentiments of his heart. 

u Love and knowledge, what delicious 
" dreams do ye afford ! With equal im- 
f c patience do we thirft after both, what 
S pleafure, what childiflv joy do we feel 
'.' when fancying we have difcovercd the 
? fpring where this tbiril may be allayed j 
".©w. hearts tieut quicker*, our' lips burn 
... , " with 
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ALBERT BE tfORDENSHIXB. 19 

u with impatience ; tore drink as if heaven 
" were in the draught ; remove the glafi 
" from our lips and we thirfl* again. This 
iC undefcribable void, this continual defire, 
" of fbmething unpoflefled, will ever be 
" our lot, whilft we continue to fee w^th 
" thefe eyes, think with this head, and 
" feel with thifr heart. And it is a queftion, 
" difficult to refolve, if the contrary would 
"T>e more beneficial. For the contented 
"'man would be ina&ive,- the happy ab- 
" forbed in felfifh gratification* This the 
" great Artift forcfaw, and therefore im- 
planted in us this anxious "define, this 
^rteftleis wiflx for h'appinefs, which Will 
ever be fought* but never obtained, to 
11 prompt us to noble deeds ! And in return, 
u as parents give their children toy* to 
" amufe them, he gave us this fomething 
" in profpeft, which, though it feems to ex- 
" ift cvefy'where, is in reality, no where 
\< to be found : it flutters about us, .fwims 
" on the forface, but never, never fettles. 
" Sdnietimes it appears of a gigantic fize, 
ff but in a moment dwindles inta a dwarf; 
" and at the inftant-wefaney it an immerife 

" moui^- 
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* mountain, it vanifhes into an airy phanr 
* r fom. It is a iliade between jmaguiatio A 
*' and certainty, vifion and reality : ; a ltMid 
" of twilight ; for the heart of man cpuld 
u as ill fupport a fudden change, from a 
,r ffete of expectation to one of fruition, 
" as his eye could the immediate tranfi- 
** tion, from the darknefs of night to ther 
** glare of fun-fhine. We call it hope, ra- 
" ther fiiould we call it deception ; for 
H what mortal cad flatter himfelf with-thc 
ft expeftation of ever attaining the fummit . 
u of hte willies; In vain will the philofo-.. 
*' j*hcr fearch after wiftfom ; his time will 
" be fpent in fruitlefs inquiries, and his 
u disappointed expectations will moft pro- 
** bably embitter his days with gloomy • 
u doubt. JHe will die hoping and wifhing, 
? c yet fearing. How vain, how illufive, are 
" the lover's hopes ! and yet this kind de- 
'^ceptiort i§ the moft beneficent gift our 
" Creator has beflowed upon us ; for could 
cc we only peep behind the veil of certain- 
v ty, ina£Hon and fatiety would deftroy. 
v us. Look at the greateft beauty that 
u ever exifled ; admire the luftre of the 
• . . '■ « brightest 
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* brightcll: eye, and what obje& can afford 

* more pleifurc to the fight ? But examine* 
*it thzj&ugh a microfcope, and you will 

* difcover nothing but a fhapelefs tna6 of 

* nerves, fibres, and veins : was the heart 
*a mirror, and the eye a microfoope. 

* fie I Man was formed for a&ioft, Natqig 
" has therefore given him ftrength and 
u reafon. Our foul, this being fo much' 

* above oiir comprehension, this impartial 

* Judge placed in our bofoms, was. not 
" formed for this planet. But why, do I 
" puzzle myfelf with reflexions, that a? 
** finite underftanding cannot fathom ? ra- 
" ther let me endeavour to glide through 

* this vale of uncertainty in the beft man- 
" ner I Can ; and a6t as becomes a man.' 
iC But* much is required from one, that is 

* determined to a<ft, rather than talk ; let 
a me confider : The little learning we ac- 

* quire at fchools and univerfities, is ufu- 
w ally forgotten as foon as we leave them; 
u and if remembered, is of little iufe to usf 
u in the common occurrences of life, as it 
' r chiefly confifls in a fenfelcfs combina-* 
t'tkm of hypothetical fyflerns, that our 

f c teachers 
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* teachers do not frequently understand 
44 themfelves. What then is requifite to 
44 form the man after my mind, the, exam- 
44 pie I wiflx to imitate ? Good fenfe in t^e 
w ;firft place is abfolutely necefiary, whjch 
u muft • be nourished by obfcrvation* to 
" give .a proper diredbion to the heart apd 
44 mind.; Yet, without courage, liability, 
"arid content, he would by no means an- 

* fwec my expedition ^: there, he flanda 

* with undaunted spirit 1 Neither the fmiles 
44 of the multitude, nor a tyrant's frowns, 
44 have power to alter his fixed determina- 
" tion, or force him to do what his heart 
• 4 tells him is wrong. Courage, inability, 
44 do I poflefs you ? that is a queftion Jhe 
44 firA time I am in need of you, mull de- 
44 termine. But, with my fanguine difpo- 
4 < iition, and heated imagination^ I fear I 
^ have at prefent but little , probability of 
** enjoying much content, and innate peace 
" of mind ; for how ftiall I be able to, bear 
f 4 with patience and compofure, the una- 
44 voidable evils I lhall be fiutounded with ? 
44 the follies, the knavery of mankind will 
44 irritate me every moment ; and my heart* 

" hOW- 
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44 how often will that play the traitor ! In 
46 what pa*t of the world can wc efcape the 
<c penetrating glance of a female eye ? and 
"fhalll have power to cloib mine, and 
a tef It pafs 1 unnoticed ? No! for I might 
*Wwen bury myfelf alive, as to drink the . 
"dregs of the cup of life, and let the fpirit 
"evaporate untafted* Would it be men- 
" torfaus to avoid walking for fear of fall-' 
^ing, or to renounce riding, left we fhould 
^*be tHrmvti from our horfe ? No f walk 
<f aiid ride wkh eaUtion; arid fhould you 
" flumbte, or even fall, you will ftill have? 
k nii advantage over him, who through 
"lea* riev.er quits his fire-fide $ who clo&g 
a Itis eyes that he may not fee, ftops hi* 

* ears that he may not hear, his mouth to 
"ptevetathisfpeaking, and (mothers every . 
" lioble feeling, that he may avoid doing 
u wrong! I cannot call him, who a<fts ill 
H this mantaer, a man, No ! he is a fenfelefs 

* <Ao&. But to enjoy life without abufing 
" it, to be able to poflefs and forbear, with 

* the feme tranquillity, that -is the criterion 
" I Wifli to attain. Without experience,, ad 
u 1 am at prefent, aothing ruffles cay tem- 
per, 
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<r per, but when a female, or a TiUain 
44 fimles at me ; there my nerves fuflfer an 
44 ele&rie fhock, which I hope, at my age; 
44 is not wholly inexcusable* 

44 My mind feems not unlike a pi&ure 
** gallery, where i have ft cued up many re- 
u iemblances, which ferve to remind me 
4i of paft pleafures; therecoilediionainufes 
44 me, nor do I regret its being an ideal 
44 amufement. I have already a tolerable 
* collection, and hope if I live, to increafe 
44 it. But at times a certain imaginary be- 
** ing pre&nts itfelf to my fancy, which 
44 chafes away every other idea, and occa^ 
44 flons a figh : is it the lively Berda ? No ! 
44 the gentle Selina? No! but; I think, 
44 with a composition of you both, Nature 
"could model a form and mind, that 
44 would anfwer my idea of female perfec- 
44 tion ; and fhould I ever find fuch a one, 
44 what happinefs will be mine ! Dear ob- 
41 je<ft of my waking dreams, you, and you 
44 alone, lhall poflefs my whole, my muli- 
44 vided heart ! But in the mean time let 
44 me enjoy each offered pkafure; I will 
44 neither leek, nor too anxioufly defire 

''them. 
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Y them, but gather the rofes that are firewn 
" in my way; and will likewife; endea- 
" vourto bear the privation of them, with* 
" out repining or murmuring. I intend 
€ * : to try my new horfe&this<eyenii»g; does 
" this coincide with my prefent detefmina- 
f. tion? Yes! Madame de Sternberg is 
" handfome and amiable, and I fhall fpend 
" an agreeable evening with her; and when 
" I comeback I fhall relifh my fupp^r, and 
" work at my plan of the fortifications of 
" Gneffenhorft with double pleafure : it 
u will ple^fe my father if I give it him at 
" breakfaft to-morrow morning. 1 will 
." therefore go as foan as dinner is over, 
" and if I do not find' her in the garden, 
" will return and play at chefs with him, 
4 ' or with the girls^ for nuts." 

Cafper *'Ie Nordenfhild was one of the 
worthy nobles of Barenau, who with un- 
fliaken fortitude, fidelity, and courage, 
had,- at the head of a fmall party, de- 
fended* his country during the different 
revolutions it had fuftained, before it was 
raifed from a fmall ftate to that of a 
flourifhing kingdom, at once the envy and 

Vol. I. , C terror 
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terror of neighbouring monarchs. Ca£ 
per had long retired from court to his 
caftte at Grieffenhorft ; but as his mind 
was ftiH a&ive and vigorous, although 
his body was worn by age and infirmi- 
ties, the folitude he lived in, did not pre- 
vent his being tjfeful to Ws king and 
country; Arno, who knew, and re- 
Jpe&ed his worth, and gratefully remem- 
bered the obligations he owed him, un- 
dertook nothing of confequence without 
iirft confulting, and afking his advice; 
for he was not one of thofe princes who 
forget their friends, when they are. no 
longer in need of their affiftance. Cas- 
par was to him, what kings Seldom have, 
a tried, a difinterefted friend. Nay, per- 
haps, even more fo than Arno himfelf 
knew. 

Yet great as Cafper's worth was, it 
had not. procured him happineis; and 
even now his mind was oppreffed by a 
weighty concern, which no one but him- 
felf and Buxar knew ; and which oc-< 
cafioned him the greateft uneafinefs. His 
fuccefs in the field, and celebrity in the 
% cabinet, 
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rabinet, had been equally great ; but great 
indeed were the domeflic misfortunes he 
had buffered* A wife, a beloved wife, had, 
in a paroxyfoi of delirium, put a mifera- 
ible^end to feer exiftertce: ibon after, the 
waririrdke^rat, and being forced to join 
his regiment* he fent his only daughter, 
a beautiful and accomplished girl of fe- 
ve&tetzi, to hi& brother at Reidenfteiif, 
(who on account of his being difabled in 
a former campaign, had been obliged t6 
quit the fervice) thiriking Ihe would be 
fafer there than atNordia; unfortunate 
precaution J for a perfidious villain gain* 
ed admittance 1 into his brother's houfe ; a 
pleafing and deceitful exterior impofed on 
his vigUailce, and feduced 4h'e unfortu- 
nate Caroline* When her uncle firft dif* 
covered the fetal fecret, grief and rage 
ahnoft deprived him of his fenfes"; for he 
knew the deadly blow it would gwe the 
bell of brothers : in the agony of deCpzit 
he challenged the vile feducer to meet him 
on the frontiers ; tfeey fought, and he 
fell. The repentant and much-affli&ed 
Caroline, fyJSering in mind #nd body* 
Q% for 
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for forrow had preyed on her conftitution, 
and brought on a premature child-birth, 
was left without a friend ; and to add to 
her misfortunes, the enemy entered the 
^country at the moment (he was mo& in 
need of affiftance. The havock; and -de- 
ftrudHon they made, occafioned. fuch con- 
iternation, that her attendants, forgetting 
the calls of humanity, left her to perifh, 
that they might have time to conceal -their 
.effedts. Thefe, and other misfortunes that 
befel him in the courfe of a few years, 
feemed to threaten the entire extin&ion 
of the name and family of Nordenfhild ; a 
family once fo numerous and extenfive* 
It is true, Fame would immortalize its 
jiame, but can empty fame relieve the 
anguiih of a wounded heart ? Honoura- 
ble wounds had weakened his body, as 
forrow had deprefled his mind ; he there- 
fore at the end of the war (which hap-" 
pened foon after the death of his ever re- 
gretted Caroline, and in which he had 
gained unfading laurels) extricated him- 
fclf from public bufinefs, and retired to 
this, loved retreat. Since that time the 

education 
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education of Albert had been almoft his 
only care, as his company, and that of 
his two nieces, had cdmpofed almoft his 
only fbciety: fometimes it received the 
agreeable addition of an old friend, com- 
ing Xo pafe a few days with him ; but tlrs 
circumftancfc feldom occured. Often would 
a tear gliften in his eye, when he looked 
at the girls, and a figh efcape him when 
he faw* Albert ; the former occafioned by 
painful recolle&ion of the pafl, and the 
latter by anxious inquietude concerning 
the future. It is true, he had hitherto 
had every reafon to be fatisfied with Al- 
bert^* behaviour; he had followed him 
with a watchful and fcrutinizing eye' 
thrftragh his different ftudies, and had 
with pleafure perceived that he had dili- : 
gently attended to them, and compre- : 
hfended even the moft difficult with the* 
greateft facility: he had likewife acquired 
the efieem and friendfhip of many learn- 
ed and worthy men, at the different 
places he had Vifited: but he was alio a 
favourite with the ladies. This and other ' 
reafons awakened Cafper's fears, on his ap- 
C 3 proaching 
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proaching journey to Nordia to join his regi- 
ment, in which he had long held a lieu* 
tenant's commiffion. He had protra&ed 
his departure as long as he could, to do 
fo much longer he knew was impoflible, 
and when, he thought of their approach* 
ing feparation, his uneafinefs increafed; 
for he knew the dangers he would have to 
encounter at Nordia, the diffipated Nor- 
dia I where mumberlefe fiiares lyould be 
laid to entangle him. He knew his heart 
was good, but open and without difguife ; 
unacquainted with court intrigues, and ca- 
bals of every kind. Norwasheignorantofthe 
warmth of Albert's difpofition, his enter- 
prifing fpirit, and ardent paffions; fetel- 
tttg^timt ffilglit ftftiawte him to thf? a*oft 
ixoble a£Hons, but if they took awong 
bias, might make him the moil wcfrthfefe* 
or moft unhappy of mankind, Thefe and 
others of the fame nature, were the thoughts 
ever prelent to Cafper's mind, and they 
oceafioried a gloom to hang about him, 
that- he could not- fhake off, and which 
daily increafed * for he could not diveft 

himfelf 
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kimfelf of the thought that he might never 
again behold his ion, or might fee him 
wretched. 

I have already faid Albert was hand* 
feme, but to give my readers fame littla 
idea of him, I will add, that be was tall, 
and elegantly formed ; of a ruddy pom* 
plexion, with dark brown hair, and large 
blue eyes, which he perfe&ly well knew 
how to manage ; and when he talked, flat-r 
tared, or affedted to languifh, few female 
hearts could refift their power. We fhall 
foon follow hiro to Nordia, and then we 
ftaU fee what fluttcrings the haadtbms 
Nordenfliild will occafion in many a bor 
lore; ThisCaiperforeiaw, and did all that 
caution* advice, and entreaty could, tq 
prepare bim fot the firft ftorm, which wa§ 
likrfy to prove the moft dangerous. Bi*$ 
we will hear what he fays to Albert, who* 
after having indulged his reflexions, went 
up to dinner. Nothing of confequencs 
was talked of till the repaft was over* aru} 
his CQufins, with their mufick-mafler, whq 
dined with them, had retired. Selina was 
the lafi: who left the room ; juft as fhe was 
retiring, Cafper called to her to bring him 
C 4 another 
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another glafs of wine, and t€ give Albert 
" one alio/' continued he ; " I do not 
" know what is the niatter with him to day, 
" I doubt fomething has happened to put 
" him out of temper." — " Indeed I am not 
" out of temper, my dear father/' faid 
Albert, " nor can I tell what is the matter 
u with me ; I am reftlefs and uneafy, and 
" when I am fo, I am always difpleafed 
Cl with myfelf/' Silena, with a timid and 
downcafl look, prefented the wine to them, 
and then left the room ; but the reluflant 
manner in which fhe did it, too plainly 
ihewed fhe left her heart behind her. Caf- 
per feated himfelf on the couch, and de- 
firing Albert to place himfelf by him, be- 
gan the converfation by faying, " 1 have 
" long perceived fomething was the matter 
" with you, but whether I have had fuffi-' 
" cient penetration to difcover your x real 
" diforder, is 4 another queftion. When 
" you returned from your travels, Albert, 
" you were always what you now are but 
u feldom ; and it feemed impoffible to fub- 
<c due either your courage or Ipirits. I im- 
€i perceptibly did all in my power to curb 

•< f your 
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" your- too entcrprifing dilpofition, and 
" hoped, by endeavouring to moderate 
" your pafiions, I Ihould contribute to your 
" happinels : but your altered temper 
€€ makes me fear I have taken a wrong flep, 
" or (obferving him) is folitude difagreea- 
" ble to you ? do you wilh to leave it, and 
" engage in the buftle of the world ? tell 
" me if I have guefled right." Albert, 
prefled his hand, and he continued :• " I 
" am . acquainted with the goodnefs of your 
" hqart, and^ underftand perfectly the* 
*? meaning of this preflure of your hand ; 
" you wilh to be gone, but are unwilling* 
" to lay iby, left I Ihould think you weary 
cc of my. company : I am glad, however, 
" I have difcovered the fource of your un— 
" ealinefs, for I almoft began to fear it was 
" owing to another caufe. You are in the 
" right, Albert, to amufe an old man, and 
€t play with a couple of girls, is not the plat* 
" Nature has traced out for you : but you ' 
" have a difficult talk to perform, much to-' 
" do, if without an able guide, you difr 
" coyer the path your birth intended you 
" to tread." Cafper recolle£ted himfelf as 
C 5 he 
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he {poke, god ftoppedfhort. u I once 
" hoped to have gone with you, and to 
" have affiled you with my advice, but 
* f my infirmities' ppet&ot this, yofetjmuft 
" therefore go alone. I Audi fettle every 
" thing for your departure as wdB as I am 
c * able ? and I think it more than probable 
" that you may fet off iaa few day^ ?> Al- 
bert's countenance brightened as he -Ipoke, 
and Cafpcr, laughing, continued* " It is 
M better for you to go before you entirely 
u turn the girls heads," 

" I hope Sir/' fcid Albert, « you do 
« not fo*pe& n 

" I do not merely fufpeft, ft» I am eer- 
f* tain ; does not Berda imitate all your 
" follies to £feafe you ? and as for Selina, 
" I have often caught her talking to the 
" moon. I fbppofe I fhall have trouble 
'* enough when you are gone to drive you 
t€ out of their heads." 

" Iihall be very forry," continued Al- 
bert, " if they have miftaken frtendfhip 
" for love — nor do I think it poffible ; 
" for I have often entertained them with 
" defcribing the pcrfon and perfe&ions of 

"her, 
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* c her, who forae time pr other will capture 
<c my heart, and which they could not 
€€ miftake for themfelves, as it was very 
46 unlike either of them." 

" I am glad to hear you talk in this 
"manner, for I own; I feared your altered 
" temper was owing to love, for which I 
" ihoukl have been, very lorry, as it was 
"entirely out of my plan, and what I 
" never flwuld have consented to/* 

" How could you fufpedt me of fiich 
« foUy, Sir,** rejoined Albert, " I own I 
" prefer a fine girl to a fine flower 4 but 
" for one that has his fortune to make?, 
" falling in love, is like burying himfelf 
"alive." 

" Continue," faid Cafper (clapping his 
lhoulders) " to think thus ; for at your 
" agfe the fcldier that is in love is half, and 
*' he who is married, quite invalid : at pre* 
S€ lent it is the approbation of men yo\* 
" muft endeavour to gain \ and the amia* 
" ble, the noble-minded woman's affeo 
" tions are always placed on him, who 
■ u deferves the efteem, the approbation of 
« worthy men : for how foon will love 
C 6 " that 
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" that is not founded on efteem.evaporate? 
" and how often do our feelings deceive 
" us ; how frequently by trufting to them 
" do the bejft of women fell vitftims t6 
the arts of the moft depraved libertines, 
and the peace of mind of many a worthy 
■ youth is deftroyed for ever by the fhares 
of an abandoned female. Guard every 
avenue of your heart, my dear Albert, 
" and take my word your caution wiH be 
" rewarded fbme time or other.'* 

" It is not/* obferved Albert, fmrRngv 
" neceffary to go into vt field of battle to 
"learn thefe ta&ics; the ladies have 
" taught them me already/* 

"Do you think," afked Cafper> " you 
* c have already acquired command enough 
" over your heart to refift a female's fmiies? 
" If you have, you are a hero, indeed; 
"but I fear! IfearT 
• " I beg, Sir, that you wiH not degradfe 
" me to the level of a common place cha- 
" ra&er. I love the company of women 
« f but with them I appear the feverfe of 
- " what I really am, otherwife I fhould 
" not be endured in their company, and 
4 "tbea 
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c< then I might as well be out of the World ; 
" but be perfectly eafy on that account; 
c * for depend upon it, you fhall never hear 
f that female influence has prevented my 
" doing my duty, or fulfilling thofe obli- 
u gations, that as a man I feel myfelf 
" bound to perform." 

cc You will vgry foot* have an opportav 

" nity of proving the fincerity of your 

" promijfes; I mean at Nordia, whereiove 

" feems to be the chief bufincfi. of life.* 

" But let us change the fiibjeft s you know 

V the minifter of the war depaptment, 1 

" Count de Prafcha, is fen* to Hulm tor 

u afk in marriage the Princefs Rifa; the 

" landgrave's eldeft daughter, for our* 

" Prince He&or. The Landgrave is dan-* 

" geroufly ill, and Rifa is the acknow- 

a ledged heirefe of his title and country; 

a If Prafcha fucceeds in his negocktion/ 

" He#or .wilt. be happy, for her beauty^ 

u virtues, and accomplifhments, capti- 

" vate every one who fees ha:. Ete is ex^ 

" pe&ed to return ia & few days, and as 

" this place lies in las road, he has fent 

u me word that he intends to take the op-f 

« portunity 
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" portunity of paying me a vilit. I muft 
€€ give you a flight fketch of his character, 
" to prevent his being dangerous to you. 
a Prafcha owes me gratitude, and pays 
€e me with ceremony ; he will overwhelm 
u me with protections of friendfhip, but 
" do not fuppofe his heart feels what his 
€€ lips utter* I am convinced he will do 
ft all in his power to be (erviceable to you, 
" and to gain your confidence and [friend- 
€€ fhip, for he will think you an excellent 
"machine through which to operate on 
€€ me : you muft therefore conceal your 
v real fentiments from his knowledge*" 

w It is melancholy," laid Albert, u that 
*f one is always obliged to a& a fi&itious 
*' part in/Ac world/* 

" Not in the field of battle, nor where 
u honour demands our a£ing without 
u d&gttife," replied Cafper ; " but in the 
V common occurrences of life' we muft en- 
" deavour to ftudy thofe we are conne&ed 
€C with ; indeed, it is prudent fo to do, or 
u we ftiould be greatly the lofers, by be- 
" flowing an implicit confidence. The 
"Ccnmteft intends to meet her hufband 

*' here, 
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" here, and I have written her word that I 
" ihall fend my horfes to meet her at 
** Felicia, and I wifli you to go with 
« them to efcort her I need not defire 
" you to make yourfelf agreeable to her, 
" when I tell you fhe is young and hand- 
" fome, and has great influence at court/* 

" I hope, Sir, you do not wifh me to 
u owe my fortune to her influence : no ! 
"I defpife the man that is mean enough 
" to rife by 'female favour ; and were I a 
" king, I never would liften to fuch re* 
" commendations." 

" I often try to difcover yout real fenti~ 
« ments, Albert, by difguifing mine, and 
" I touft do ye* the juftice to o^rn, they 
u a*e generally fuch as afford me pleafcre. 
« But we have made fuch frequent digref- 
'/lions in out difcoveries, that we have 
" almojft forgotten the principal fubje<ft, 
" that ife that you, if you can get ready, 
€ f go to Nordia with the Count, or if that 
" is too early* you may fix whatever day 
" you pleafe for your departure. I wrote 
" to Adenfu fome time ago to inquire 
" about a lodging for you, and in a letter. 

'•Ire- 
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C€ I received from him this morning, he 
" informs me that he has hired one very 
" convenient, in a good houfe near the 
" parade. — let what flate is your liable and 
" wardrobe ?" 

** Such as not to detain me an hour. 
u But I think my going with Count 
V Prafcha will feem as if I wanted to give 
c f myfelf a confequential appearance — to 
u borrow a kind of refle&ed light from 
*f him, I fhould rather prefer gliding an-' 
u perceived into Nordia." 

" I expected this to be your anfwert 
u As you pleafe — it was merely a propo- 
u fel. — But never fay you are free from, va- 
" ntty, for you poffefe move felf-ltfvethan 
" any perfon I know* You fancy yeu' 
" ihall attract more attention by 7 riding 
" alone into Nordia, than if you compote' 
« part of a minifter's train. Or do you 
<* wilh to fhew the world, merit, like 
a your'$, has no need of prote<ftion ?— the 
€€ event will prove if you judge right. 
"Here is the key of my defk, you wilf 
u find a thoufand louis d'ors in it, take 
u them for your equipment, for you muft 
' ' ' ' " neceffarily 
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u neceflarily have piany expenfes at pre- 
€€ fent, and I fhould be forry to reduce you 
" to the mortifying neceffity of aiking me 
" for money, I intend to remit you the 
u fame film quarterly as you had at the 
" univerfity ; but fhould it prove infuffi- 
*' cient, I will with pleafure increafe it— 
" only do not contract debts." 

" To do fo, my dear Sir, would be 
" abuling your goodneis ; befides, debts 
" were always my averfion." 

" You know, Albert, you are richer 
t€ than many princes, for at prefent all I 
" poffefs is your's ; but perhaps a time may 
i€ come, that you will be forced to relin- 
" quifh fome part of it." Albert looked* 
ftirprifed? and Cafper continued— " But 
" why do I fay, perhaps? fori am certain 1 
" you will do fo willingly, when you hear 
'.' the name, and know the right another 
" has to a. part of it. Albert ! my dear 
" Albert ! your hifiory is at prefent co- 
'1 vered with an impenetrable veil, that 
" nothing but time, chance, or neceffity 
" can remove, ami heaven fend, that 

" whenever 
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< * whenever it happens, it Jtoay be a pra- 
** pitious moment !" 

" I was going" laid Albert, after along 
paufe, " to beg of you to difcover the 

* myftery to me now r for to be acquainted 
*•* with the worft would be preferable ta 
i4 fufpenfe. But on reflexion, I know if 
(i it was in your. power, and proper forme 
" to be informed, you would do it unafked. 
^ If I only inherit your virtues, what 
<c bugbear of misfortune can entirely de- 
" prefc me ?" 

u I will detain you but a few mkalfcs 
" longer, and then take my a&erJiooa's 
" nap.WIhinfc, Albert, that this i* the 
" moirteitt of our reparation^ for perfeap* 
" whe&y««.leave me, I fhaU be kfe com* 
« pofed thafi I am now. The flsep yo* 

* are going to take, is of the greatest oon~ 
u fequence, and will have an influence on 
H all your future life. With lefs anxiety 
€€ fhould I know you were going into the 
"field of battle, than to Nordia— but it 
" muft be. Nordia has been the fchool 
V of the greateft heroes, but Hkewife that 
? ai£ the moil depraved villains i there one 

" can 
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" can rife to the heights of virtue, or fink 
" into the loweftebb of depravity ; one of 
c ? the extremes will be your's, for you are 
te not formed to tread the middle path of 
" life. I am affured that you have been 
ci represented in in advantageous manner 
" to Prince He&or, and that he im* 
" patiently expe&s your arrival ; and I 
** think without partiality you will an- 
** fwer, perhaps exceed, the idea he has 
'-' formed of you. Cultivate his acquaint* 
*' anee, and endeavour to deferve and 
*' gain his friendftiip. Hedtor is both 
" ioved. and feared at court; the worth- 
*< fefe dread the time of his amending the 
** throne, for they knfcw his penetrating 
^ efo will foan difcover their cabals, and 
11 that the moment of hie rife will be that 
u of their annihilation. But he is be^ 
* * loved by every man of feufe and worth ; 
"not for the advantage of birth which he 
" poflefles, but becaufe his virtues make 
if him defervto^ the throne he is bom to 
" inherit. Should you attain his favour, 
'* a Similarity of fate will be your's ; . 
" many will envy, hate, and fear, and 

"bnt 
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€C but few love you. Malice will fcruti- 
<c nize your a&ions, and magnify your 
€€ fmalleft errors to the greateft' crimes ': 
" treacheroufly will fear conceal itfelf, till 
" a fafe opportunity offers of attacking 
u you. But above all, Albert, beware of 
" the flatterer ! he. is the rnofl: dangerous 
cc enemy you have to encounter, the rock 
« on which thoufands fplit. Againft the 
" former you can fhield yourfelf, by con- * 
" fcienti6ufly fulfilling the duties of your 
* c ftation ; by doing fo, their "envenomed 
€t - ihafts will wound themfelves, and re- ' 
€i fledt honour on you. But under the 
€€ maik of friendfhip, your moil cruel' 
t€ enemy : can fafely hide- himfelf, to 
u watch the opportunity of deftroying 4 
u you. In your happy moments you will 
€€ wifli for a friend to fliare your pleafure, * 
'< for the participation of friendlhip doubles 
<< every enjoyment ; and in the hour of 
€ f affli&ion, with what activity do we feek 
" one to unbofom ourfelves to, in whom 
" we think we can lafely confide ; for that 
'* forrow muft be deeply rooted, indeed, 
'5 which -is not mitigated by the fympa- 

" thizing 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD. 4$ 

*< thiziug hand of friegdfliip. But in- that 
." trying momeBt how often do our feel r 
cc ings deceive us ? we chufe him for our 
€€ confidant who appears mod interefted 19 
"our r misfortunes.; and inftead of the 
" friend we.esjpe&ed, often clafp a ferpent 
<c to our bdfoms, who, for the vileft pur- 
€€ pofes, abufes the confidence we repofed 
u in him; or, through weakness, divulges 
€€ the entrufted fecret, on which our hap- 
" pinefc or reputation depends/' 

" I fhall foon be difgufted with the 
" world, Sir, if I find it fuch as you de- 
f c fcribe." ' 

" I paint it in its true colours; therefore 
" avoid the flatterer as you would the 
" plague — believe me, he is your greatell 
u enemy, and never will that youth rife 
<c to any . degree of perfe&ion, who wil- 
cc lingly Mens to the voice of undeferved 
" praife, which will perfuade him he is 
iC already what he ought to endeavour to 
*.' be ; and infiead of being animated by 
" emulation and induflry, he will fink 
" into the moft torpid fiate of indolence 
« c and ina&ivity. Albert! my heart bleeds 

" when 
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* f when I think of your being finrounded 
" with thefe ever-fmiling hydras— conquer 
4< thcfe, and you have nothing elfe to 
♦'feat!" 

Cafper pronounced the lafl: words witk 
a warmth and emjihafis that fhewed how 
much his* heart was interefted in the fub- 
je&. Albert liftened to him with the 
inoft unmoved attention, interefted, but 
not intimidated. 

" I feel, without fearing the dangers I 
* am going to encounter/' faid he, cc but 
** I am too well acquainted with the weak-* 
" nefs, and permit me to fay, the ftrength 
44 of my difpofition, to think the finooth- 
« tongued' hypocrite will have any power 
" over me ; -the honefi man, who without 
« fear or difguife, fpeaks the truth, ihall 
" ever be welcome to me, be it ever fo 
« painful to my feelings, or mortifying to 
« my pride. But I lhall always keep at a 
" diftance, and treat with the utmoft con- 
tempt, the defpicable villain who ■ " 
Cafper interrupted him by faying, " and 
* do you really fpeak your fentiments ?" 
« Yes," replied Albert. 

« Then 
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tt Then leave me; I can now take my 
" nap m peace ; for as long as you conti- 
" nuc to think in the manner you do now, 
** neither you nor 1 have any thing to 
"fear." 

tt Not if you hear 1 amufe .my fetf witb 
"the kales?" 

" At feventy-four I have acquired pe^ 
u netration enough to know, that to be 
" rigid to you in this refpc&, would be 
44 encouraging you to a<ft an hypocritical 
"part to me, which would pain me 
4i more than I can exprefe, as I-.wifh to be, 
"and always to reitiain, your friend. 
44 However, let reafon and difcretion 
" guide you at all times, and remember, 
44 that women are frequently the took of 
€t fa&ipn, and that they often have heaven 
u in their eyes, and .hell in their .hearts : 
" be careful therefore not to become their 
44 dupe ; befides, it is fhameful to .be out- 
44 witted by a woman." 

Albert drank the glafs of wine Selina 
poured out for him, preffed his father's 
hand, and left the room. 

.Cafper 
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Cafper pulled bis cap over his forehead, 
Hretched himfdf on his couch, and foon 
funk into a peaceful flumber. 

€€ I wonder/' faid Buxar, as he Hood 
waiting at the gate, with Albert's hat, 
gloves,' and whip; "I wonder where he 
u Hays fo long/' For although Bttxar had 
not feen him fince the mprning, he knew 
his mailer was too companionate to let a 
fair lady wait For him in vain. As foon 
therefore as he faw Albert coming down 
Hairs, he offered him his hat, who in- 
quired what he meant by doing fo. 
. " Your horfe is waiting, Sir, and it has 
/" ftruck three." 

" It is too early to ride ; befides, I did 
" not order my horfe." 

" No ! but Madame de Sternberg did ! ,? 

" She order my horfes !" 

" She did not order your horfe, but flhe 
" defines you will drink coffee in her gar- 
u den this afternoon." 
; "1 had quite," faid Albert, « forgotten 
" her." 

u I wonder on jny foul how you can for- 
*' get fuch a handfome woman." 

"What 
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" Wh^t did fhe % ?" aiked Albert ; 
" Was fhe in a good humour V 9 

" You know," replied Buxar, " I al» 
" ways .forget fuch kind of rneffages : be* 
" fides, juft as lhe was {peaking, my horfc 
" took fright at an afs that palled, and 
u reared and jcapeted in fuch a manner, 
" that I had enough to dd to keep my feat ; 
" but I know ihe looked pteafed when I 
"told her, that as you intended trying' 
" your new horfes this evening, you would 
" take the opportunity of palling upon 
"her." 

" A fii?e cojrpplinaent to pay .a lady * I 
" believe if you \vere to live an hundred 
" yeajs with i^e, I ftuxuld jiever he able 
".to make any thing of jqxu" 

" You may make as many compliments 
" as you like when yoy pfz with her, you 
" wiU have nothing e]>fe to dp : bujJor my 
" part I do not undQrflfcnd tj,iem/' 

" So," faid Albert (putting ojx b,Ls h^t) 
" I fupjpojfe J my.ft go, $s ypy promifed 
".her." '' '-' ' ' 

" You fleednqtgojto. please me, I have 
"liad exercife, enough to day ; nor will i% 

Vpi., r. v D * he 
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'* be the firft lie I have told a woman on 
" your account; for as often as my old 
" mailer fends me to town* I am furround- 
" ed by them, and am their dear Buxar ! 
" and their good Buxar ! I am no fuch a 
« fool as to think it is for the lake of my 
" u gty phiz, but that I may perfuade you 
€€ to call on them, which I, to get rid of 
u them, always fay you intend to do in a 
" day or two. But your time is fo much 
" engaged, that if I tell you of it you for- 
** get it, and Buxar generally proves a 
"liar." 

" But how dare you promife any thing 
€€ in my name ? " 

(C I am plagued enough as it is, and am 
" glad to fay any thing to get out of their 
" clutches." 

€€ You are an old fool !" 

€i Now, I am an old fool, and yet you 
u cannot do without me." 

" Come along then," 

They went, and foon arrived at Haflel- 
back. Albert had enough to do to com- 
fort his fair companion, for he had incau- 
tioufly told her, that this, in all jirobabi- 
• ' - x • • lity, 
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lily, would Be the lafl: evening he fhouldf 
be able to devote to her before his depar- 
ture. Augufta wept ! and every one knows - 
what intierefting fcenes are occasioned bj? 
comforting a weeping fair. The evening 
palTed rapidly away, and it was late before 
Buxar heard his matter's well -knovVri whif- 
tle, the figfial for him to bring Ms- hoffe to 
the back gate. During his abfenee Cafper 
had informed his nieces of his intended de- 
parture, and at the fame time, in the moft 
delicate mariner, endeavoured' to crufh the 
chimerical expectations he fancied they 
both entertained, by informing them, tliat 
(in infeparable bar prevented either of them 
ever pofieffing Albert's heart. Both feem- 
ed equally pained at hearing what was fo 
contrary to both their -wifhes, although 
the effect it took on t-hem was diametrical- 
ly oppofitc : for Seliaa fat like the ftatde 
of woe, and Berda almoft rode her hor/e to 
death for apparent venation. Neither of 
them could blame Albert, for they knew 
they had deceived themfelves; and to 
doubt the truth of their uncle's aflertkxo, 
would in their opinion have been as cri- 
D a minal, 
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minal, as to fuipedt the veracity of holy 
writ 

The next morning Albert perceived (or ; 
thought he did) the conflict that palled in 
their hearts. Selina's averted eyes and, 
heaving bofom were filent emotions that/ 
pained him extremely ; for as he really felt 
the moft fraternal affe&ion for them, he 
could not fupport the thought of their har- 
bouring a difadvantageous opinion of him, 
and therefore, with all the eloquence he 
was mailer of, endeavoured to convince- 
them of the lincerity of his friendfhip, and 
to perfuade them that the fentiments they 
felt for him were of the fame nature. He 
at laft fucc^eded ; I fay at laft, for it was , 
two days before they regained their com- 
pofure j when Sejina fmiling through her 
tears, and throwing her arms around his 
neck,, begged he would forgive all the un- 
eafinefs and trouble flie had occafioned. 
him. But Berda's behaviour mortified him 
not a little : for after he had performed the 
disagreeable talk of trying to eradicate him'* 
felf out of her heart, and had made ufe of 
numherlefs arguments and perfusions fpr 

that 
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that purpofe, he difcovcred that his father 
had led him into an error, and which, if 
known, might be attributed to vanity : for 
Berda confefled to him, that her affe&ions 
had long been placed on another, with 
whom fhe carried on' a private correfpon- 
dence. Albert, happy to have it in his 
power to oblige her, promifed to introduce 
the objedl of her love to his father, with- 
out inquiring who he was ; but he re- 
pented the indifcretion he had been guilty 
of, when he heard her pronounce the name 
of'Hardi." 

Hardi was a diflipated young man, 
whofe parents lived in the neighbourhood 
of GriefFenhorft : he was paffionately fond 
of gaming, and a flave to many vices. Be- 
fides, he was Albert's irreconcileable ene- 
my, he having rivalled him in the affec- 
tions of Augufta, and another lady, which 
he could neither forget nor forgive : and 
his hatred was more violent as it was in- 
crcafed by fear ; for he had a commiffiori 
m the fame regiment, and well knew Al- 
bert's merit and connexions would likewi& ; 
fupplant him there. But he was of too lit- : 
D 3 tie 
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tie confcquence, in his opinion, to be at- 
tended to : the hatred or love of fuch a man 
was equally indifferent to Albert. 

It, however, grieved him, that his cou* 
fin had beftowed her heart on fuch a worth- 
lets object ; and he thought it his duty to 
inform her of his real chara&er, of which 
he fuppofed her ignorant : but on bis jdoing 
li), Ihe laughed, and faid, f I know yop 
" diflike each other, but do you keep yo^r 
" promife of introducing him to yoy# for 
" ther, . and I warrant I will fopn mead 
" his manners, and reconcile you." \ Al- 
bert flirugged hisflioulders, and reflected 
that a given promife was irrevocable, and 
that painful as it was to him, he was bound 
to keep,it. The next day Hardi came to 
Grieffenhorfi, under pretence of felling him 
• a horfe ; and as he was a confummate hy- 
pocrite, he played his part fo well, as to 
deceive Caiper, who at parting gave him 
^n invitation to repeat his vifit. Albert 
was willmg to hppe what he wilhed, that 
Hardi was hot quite fo depraved as he for- 
merly thought him, and that it was pofii- 
Uc his faults might have been magnified ; 

ha 
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he therefore, with pleafure, paid him twen- 
ty louis d'ors for an old horfe, that was 
not worth ten ; happy to purchafe, at fo 
cheap a rartc, the friendfhip of a deferring 
girl, whom he really eft eemed. 

At laft the wifhed-for day arrived, ihat 
Albert was to go with the horfes to Felicia, 
to meet the Countefs Amelia de Frafcha* 
He was impatient to fee that unhappy 
beauty, whofe ftory interefted him. Ber- 
da had provoked him by making a num- 
ber of obfervations, and among the reft, 
flie had iuppofed that his gallantry would 
induce him to fet off his perfbn in the moft 
advantageous manner, and to ride his bell: 
horfe ; and he, moft probably from a fpirit 
of contradi&ion, wore a plain riding drefs, 
and rode his chefnut mare, which was by 
no means a favourite. Yet never did He 
look better, or more animated, than whe& 
he walked his horfe to his father's window, 
to inquire if he had any other commands : 
"Nothing," replied Cafper, "but what! 
" have already told you." Albert wifhed 
him a good morning, and, fpuiring his 
horfe, galloped away. As he arrived at 
D 4 Felicia 
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Felicia before the Counteft, he rode ofl, 
attended by Buxar, to meet her ; and the 
further he advanced, the more he loft him- 
felf in the pleafing thought that he fhould 
foon fee that uqfortunate beauty* whom his 
lively imagination reprefented to him, fis 
the moft perfeA of her fex. Buxar, who 
had fpoken to him two or three times, had 
received no other anfwer than a fliake, or 
a nod of the head, he therefore forboreaficr 
ing him any queftions : they rode on in 
this filent way for fome time, till they came 
to a turning in the road, which prcfented 
an open carriage and fix to Buxar's view, 
in which fat a lady, feemingly afleep. — 
" There fhe is," icreamed he. Albert 
looked np, alighted from his horfe, and 
flew to the lady, who was awakened by 
the roughnefs of Buxar's exclamation. She, 
with the moft vifible pleafure, threw back 
ilie gauze that covered her face, and at- 
tempted to jump out of the carriage to 
meet him ; Albert prevented her, but he 
had never before found himfelf at fuch a 
Iofe for expreffions; for he was fo much 
furprized by the exceffive joy the lady 

feemeel 
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feemed to feel, that it was impoflible for 
.him to think of a well-turned compliment. 
"You are too good, much too good," laid 
the lady, throwing her arms round his 
neck, and embracing him, " to come io 
" meet me ; for although I expe<fted much 
" from your politenefs and attention, I did 
" not think you would h^ve troubled your- 
" felf to come fa far." Buxar, as much 
furprized as his mafter, flared, ftroaked 
his beard, and wondered what would be 
the end of fuch a violent begiiyiing. Al- 
bert at laft recollected himfelf enough to 
%, " From thedefcript;ion that was givei* 
u me of you, Madam, my impatience to 
" fee ^ you was -fuch, , that I have counted 
u each tedious moment, and time feemed 
" to move on leaden wings ; but you fo far 
"exceed what was faid of you, that praife 
" itfelf almoft feems cenfure." — " And do' 
" I really exceed your expe&ation, you 
" agreeable flatterer?" laid the lady 5 u and' 
u did you calculate the time of my arrU 
" val?"— " So exa<aiy, Madam/ Veplied 
he, « that my horfes are waiting fpr you, 
«i* Felicia." 

D5 As 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58: AtBERt BE NpREEKSHlLD. 

\ As neither of them had the leaft incli* 
nation to feparate, Albert feated himfelf in 
the. carriage, and ordered it to go on. But 
before tliey had proceeded an hundred 
yards, they faw a meagre old man walk- 
ing, or rather running along the foot-path, 
who as foon as he perceived Albert, hafH- 
ly jumped over the ditch, ^nd exclaimed, 
in a furious manner, " Who the devil have 
" y° u g ot iwth y° u •" an< l f ordered the. 
poflillion to flop. 

I wonder, thought Buxar, if this con- 
cerns us, 

" Whoever you* are, Sir/' faid the 
firanger, addreffing Albert, " I defire yoti 
u to leave the carriage immediately, for 
"you will tremble \ when I tell yoli to 
€€ whom it belongs."-r-" Yqji are very im- 
,cf pudent," obferved the lady-— " Do not/' 
replied Albert, " put yourfelf in a paffion 
" for nothing,* friend ; for I never before 
u heard it was criminal to be feated by the 
" fide of a pretty woman." 

" So^" faid his companion, addreffing 
Albert, " you are not Count de S*** ?" 

¥ Nor» 
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", Nor you," replied he, cc the Coun- 
" tefs de Prafcha ?" 

" No r 

"Then we are both deceived; but, 
€t (preffing her hand) own at leal! it was 
4( an agreeable deception.'* 

Albert feemed unwilling to leave- his 
fair companion, although now the whole 
myflery was explained to him: for he 
knew Count de S*** frequently fent for 
a prieftefs of pleafure from France, and 
perceived that this fair one was of that de- 
fcription, and juft arrived ; alfo, that the 
meagre old man was the Count's valet dc 
chambre, whofe bufinefs it was to convey 
her fafely to his mailer. However, the 
good-natured unaffe6ted manners of the 
lady pleafed him, and he continued in the 
carriage, notv/ithftanditig the valet did all 
in his power to force him to quit it. " Will 
" you get out this minute, Sir,'* faid he, 

u or " — " Tou will not be able to 

" force me to do any thing againft my in- 
4i clination," replied Albert, with the 
greateft compofure ; '* therefore hear my 
w propofal, which is, to breakfaft together 
D6 at 
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" ?t t he village we. fee before us ; for, fay 
«' what you pleafe, I am determined not to 
" quit the lady abruptly/' Lilli prefled 
his hand, and a few minutes brought them. 
to the inn. 

When they alighted, Albert removed 
the valet's fcruples, byfpeaking a few em- 
phatic words to him ; 4nd afterwards or- 
dered Buxar to bring'breakfaft for him and 
the lady, into a fuiraner-houfe there was 
in the garden- If Count de S***'s fore- 
head itched at the time, or if he was a 
loferbybeingcojnparedtoAtbert afterwards, 
are questions we cannot anfwer; but it is cer- 
tain, that when Ije led her to the carriage 
after breakfaft, . Ihe was extremely affect- 
ed, reluctantly withdrew her hand from 
his, and declared, with a figb, that the 
happinefs fhe had expe&ed to find in Ger- 
many, was gone for ever, Albert at laft 
left her, but ihe followed him with her 
eyes, till fhe could no longer perceive the 
dufl: of his horfe's feet, and then ordered 
the carriage to go on ; the hind wheel of 
which prefled in the dufl the tear that had 
fallen from a beauteous eye. After a long 

filence > 
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iilence, Buxar, no longer able to contain 
himfelf, faid, " What the devil was the 
meaning of all this fufs ?" 

" A falfe attack," faid Albert. 

" Your attacks, jnethinks, are very fuel- 
" den and violeijt." ^ 

"Do you think fo ?" 

u Yes ! and that you will have reafon 
" to repent them fome time or other." 

" Hold your tongue, old wifdom ; but 
" I thought you knew the Gountefs," 

" So I do, I have helped her into 
" her coach many a time j but one 
" can eafily be deceived in this world ; for 
9i as we expe#ed her, and I faw a good- 
" looking woman in the calaih, I thought 
t€ it could be no other. What a fine piece 
" of work you have made !" 

" Is the Countefs as handfome as 
« Lilli r 

" I believe Ihe is, and much hand- 
« fomfcr too !" 

" 1 am glad of it, or, I fear, fhe would 
" receive but a cool reception from me." 

They rode on about a league, without 
meeting a do^ much lefs a carriage, when 

they 
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they perceived, at fome diftanoe, an ele- 
gant travelling equipage, attended by fe* 
veral fe'rvants on horfeback, whofe livery 
Buxar foon difcovered to.be Count de 
Prafcha's. Albert, fpurring his horfe, 
galloped up to the carriage, which flopped 
at his approach. Amelia did not rufh 
into his arms, as Lilli had done, but fhe 
received him with fo much gracefulnefs, 
and her looks were fo mild, and expreflive 
of fo much goodnefs, that he felt his 
heart beat quicker than it did at Lilli's 
boifterous falutatjon. She obfexved to 
him, that " riding by the fide of the car- 
" riage. muft be inconvenient, and that he 
had better let his fervant lead his horfe, 
and accept of a/ plape within it. Albert 
with pleafure accepted heir offer, and on 
his entering the carriage^ preffed her hand 
to his lips, and thought he perceived a 
gentle preflure of her fingers. She feemed 
to guefs his thoughts, which pecafioned a 
confufion fhe could not entirely conceal ; 
for fhe remembered how anxioufly flie had 
wifhed to fee a man of whom report had 
fpoken fb favourably. She lodked at him 

again, 
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again, as if fhe was determined to fet her 
heart at defiance, but the agitation of her 
mind was with difficulty hid. 

When they came to /the fpot where they 
had met Lilli, a few hours before, Albert 
could hardly forbear laughing at the hide- 
ous faces- Buxar made at him. Yet the re ! 
colle&ion was by no means pleating ; for 
although the adventure itfelf was not difa- 
greeable to him at the time it happened, 
yet in the Countefs de Prafcha's company, 
he felt alhamed, and wiihed to forget it : 
but unfortunately fhe took a fancy to the 
village, and propofed to him to flop and 
dine there ; he obje&ed to it as politely as 
he could, by informing her, that he had 
ordered a dinner to be prepared for therii 
at Felicia, where he hoped fhe would find 
fome excellent fifh; for Felicia is as re- 
nowned, for the goodnefs of its fiih, as 
Weftphalia is for its hams, and Brunfwick 
for its faufages. " Then at leaA," feid 
(he, " let me have the pleafure of offering 
" you fome refrefhments that I have 
** brought with me, if it is only to ihew 
" you, I have provided for the reception 

« of 
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c< of my travelling mailer of the horfe, as 
*f your father pleafantly calls you in his 
" letter; and who deferves my .care, for. 
" his being fo very polite, as to give him- 
€t felf the trouble of coming fo far to meet 
" me." 

When they alighted, Albert gave Buxar 
a wink, which he perfedlly underftood the 
meaning of, and in confequence, told the ' 
Countefs's fervants, that his mailer had 
unexpectedly met a relation on the road 
in the morning, and had breakfailed with 
hpr there ; and it was well he did fo, for 
whilft he was ipeaking, an hoftler, who 
knew him, palled, and flapping him on 
the fhoulder, faid, " Y0C1 are in luck to- 
" day, old boy, for you bring nothing but 
€€ pretty girls here : is this another coufin 
*' of your matter's ?" 

In the mean time Albert arid the Coun- 
tefs walked about the garden, as they pre-, 
tended, for the fake of its rural beauty, 
and extenfive profpedt ; but their attention 
w^sfo much taken up with each other, 
when they returned, that an attentive ob- 
fcrver would have betted a confiderable 

fum, 
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■fum, that they knew as little of either, as 
before they went into it. In the fummer- 
lioufe ihe offered him a glafs of wine, 
which he drank with pleafure ; for it was 
the gift of Amelia : feated by her fide, he 
feemcd to enjoy all the pleafure this world 
had to offer : fhe, too, feemed happy ! for 
although long accuftomed to be a flave to 
the duplicity and etiquette of a court, (he 
detefted them both. Albert's open honeft 
countenance appeared very different from ' 
the mafk ihe was accuftomed to fee ; but 
how greatly was he a gainer by the compa- 
rifon ; he already feemed to her a friend, 
in whofe fidelity ihe could truft. Some- 
time after, as the Countefs was walking 
about the room, ihe read the following 
lines, that were written, with a jencil, in 
French, on the wall 

" Oil clip the wings of time, almighty power ! 
M The prefent lengthen— fhorten ev'ry other hour." 

Albert was* confuted, fat he knew Lilli 
had written them in the morning. " ft is 
" a female hand," faid the Countefs, "and 

" Ifhould 
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€f I ihould be glad to know, if the perfon 
9t was happy or unhappy at the time of 
" her writing them." — " Moft probably 
*< the latter," faid Albert ; " or at leaft Ihe 
" feems to think, as it ufually happens in 
" this world, that plcafure would foon be 
" followed by pain." 

"I am almoft," anfwered the Countefs, 
€€ of your way of thinking : it feems to be 
« the beginning or end of a parting fongj 
€€ it is a pity it is not entire.? 

" The occafion of its being written," 
faid Albert, hadily, €€ is rather to.be la- 
" mented." 

She looked furprifed ! " You are in the 
u right, fuch moments are always painful, 
" but the hope of meeting again makea 
" them fupportable." 
* Albertgazed at her, to difcover, if poffi- 
ble the meaning of her words : her eye 
bore his fcrutinifing one ; Ihe withdrew her 
hand from his, and went into the garden, 
to fpeak to one of her fervants, whom fhe 
few there. Returning into the room, Ihe 
found Albert fitting where Ihe had left him, 

" ab- 
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abforbed in thought. " Mr. de Norden- 
" fhild/* « faid fhe, with a fmile, " you 
" ieem to have forgotten what you faid 
" fome time ago, that my company gave 
" you plcafure." — " No, Madam, replied 
he, " but only permit me to enjoy my re- 
" fledtions for another moment ; they are 
" fo pleafing, that I cannot tear myfelf 
"from them : only another moment." 
* Amelia filled his glafs, and then called 
her fervant to pack up the things. " Come," 
fekl fhe, offering her hand to Albert, "let 
" us go, for our fifli will be either over- 
" boiled, or cold, if we flay here much 
€< longer." They went, dined at Felicia, 
and before it was quite dark, arrived fafely 
at Grieffenhorft. 

The light of the Countefs gave Cafper 
the fincerefl pleafure,, and occafioned a 
flow of fpirits unufual- to him. He related 
a number of juvenile adventures that he, 
and her grandfather had been engaged in, 
and laughed at the fright his whiikers ufed 
to put her in, when fhe was a little girl, 
and he attempted to kifs her. The Coun- 
tefs, 
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tefs, infpired by the cheerfulnefs of that 
worthy old man, and convinced of the 
fympathifing part he took in her forrows, 
almoft forgot them ; and owned it was 
the happieii evening flic had fpent for a 
long, a very long time. 

.The following day was devoted to tu- 
multuous pleafures ; for Cafper, to amufe 
his lovely gueft, had invited all the neigh- 
bouring gentry to dinner. " A loft day*** 
faid Albert, in the evening, and prefled 
Amelia's hand. — " Are we to have com- 
" pany again to morrow ?" was her reply; 
" Heaven forbid," faid Albert : and they 
both received pleafure frbm Silena's af- 
furances, that none was invited. Albert 
quitted the Countefs with vifible reluctance, 
but a look from her, which he interpreted 
to his advantage, tranquillifed him. Caf- 
-per was filent, but he attentively obferved 
every thing that pafled. 
. As foon as Amelia rofe the next morn- 
ing, lhe went to the window, and amufed 
hcrfelf with counting the parting clouds ; 
for her femrae de chambre had told her 

that 
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that Albert had ridden out : at the men- 
tion of his name a figh efcaped her, and 
het feelings were painful to excefs; for 
her heart was ftill uncorrupted, and it 
whifpered to her, that without Albert, 
Grieffenhorft would be a defert. How- 
ever, ihe foonhadthe pleaiure, from be- 
hind her window-curtain, to fee him ride 
into the court yard. He looked up at her 
window, gave his horfe to his fervant, and 
went into the garden. At that moment 
her maid enteredy and afked her, if fhe 
chofe to drefs ; it was exactly what fhe: 
wHhed to do ; and blufh not, Amelia, if 
I fay you did fo in hafle ; and although l«u 
the moft fimple, yet becoming manngn- 
As fbon as fhe was ready, fhe went into* 
the garden, without, waiting for Selina, 
who had promifed the evening before to 
walk with ben , 

She found Albert fitting in his, favourite 
arbour, which was fituated on the decline, 
of a hill, atoufing himfelf with drawing ; 
a number of military fketches were Scatter- 
ed about ; but to-day he feemed inclined* 
to peaceful occupations, for he was^m* 

z ployed 
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ployed in tracing a figure of Hope. Ame- 
lia, feating herfelf by him, looked at the 
different drawings that lay difperfed about ; 
and then afked him if it would be agreea- 
ble to him to walk. Albert had feifed her 
hand, and throwing his arm round her 
waift, entirely forgetting, at that moment, 
fhe was Countefs de Prafcha, prefled his 
lips to her's, which occafioned a fenfation 
he had never felt before, far different from 
that which he had experienced from the 
cardies of an Augufta, or a Lilli. In fhort 
it either was love, or what very nearly re- 
ftmbled it. Amelia, diftrufting herfelf, 
again propofed walking. " Come," iaid 
fhm 9 rising, * let us go and look for your 
"Selina." 

" My Selina," repeated Albert. 

" Yes, v replied the Countefs, u your Se^ 
« lina/* ;- ' ' 

" She is no otherwife mine,* fejoined AU 
b'ert, " than becaufe her father was jny 

" wide* ; ' ': ' 

' Amelia had perceived *<hat Seliira\s at- 
tachment <6'him ; exceeded' thcit of confan- 
guinitj^ 'and her heart had already re- 
*' ; - proached 
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proached her with a&ing a faulty part to- 
wards that amiable girl. But Albert re- 
moved her fears, by afluring her, that al- 
though he felt the flncereft friendfhip for 
his coufin, it was unmixed with love ; : that 
a few days ago his father had hinted a fuf- 
picion to him, of her having miftaken his 
attentions, and that in confequence of it, 
he had thought it his duty to enter into 
an explanation with her ; and that he had 
no doubt but Selina's prudence and good 
fenfe, either had, or foon would, conquer 
the effedls of an unfortunate miftake, 
which his abfence, and the affectionate 
councils of his father, would not a little 
contribute to, " I am glad to find," faid 
the Countefs, " that you have adled fo 
" honeft a part ; but, indeed, you would 
" be ynwovthy the name you bear, were 
" you capable of deceiving an innocent 
" girl. . * I pity the fate of the lovely Selina 
" (for what can be fo fhockingly painful as 
u unrequited love) and join with you in 
" the hope, that the lenient hand of time 
" will admiriiffer the balm of cQpaifqrt to 
" her wounded heart/* ' , 

They 
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They were foon after joined by BercU. 
and Selina, and after they had taken a few- 
turns they faw Calper, leaning on his 
crutch, coining down the w;alk to meet 
them ; they all ran to him, and returned 
to the houfe together. Every one of the 
family endeavoured to amule, and was 
anxious to gain the approbation and frierid- 
fhip of the charming Countefs, who repaid, 
- with gratitude and love, the attentions that 
were (hewn her. 

After dinner Albert propofed to her to 
take an airing in his phaeton, which fhe 
immediately confented to. She was de- 
lighted with the romantic beauty of the 
country, that formed a contrail with the 
plains which compofed the environs of 
Nordia. A turning in the road fuddenly 
prefented a beautiful profpeft, that pleafed 
her fo much, that fhe exclaimed, " Look, 
« dear Albert !" but recollcdting herielf, 
Ihe bluihed at her imprudence. Albert 
was delighted, and begged Ihe would ever 
call him by that friendly appellation, which 
fhe confented to, on condition that he 
would call her Amelia, which was changed 
- > in 
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in a fhart time, to " dear Amelia," and' 
ibon after, to " ray dear Amelia." In 
ihort, their attachment was no longer a 
fecrct to each other, hut a pofitive decla^ 
ration of love was ftill wanting. 

At their return they found the family 
affembled in the garden, waiting cof< 
fee for them; the day had been uncom- 
monly fine, nor was the evening lefe fb. 
Amelia, ever accufiomed to the restraints 
of a town life, was charmed at the free-, 
dom flie enjoyed, and delighted with the 
novelty of the different objects that fur-, 
rounded her. The beauty of the fettyig 
fun, and the artlefs and plaintive melody 
of the nightingales, gave her. the moft 
heart-felt pleafurc. Nothing could be ; 
more agreeable to Caiper than the fatis-.. 
fad ion fhe expreiTed, who wifhing to in-, 
creafe it # foid to Albert, €€ you fhoiild take 
w the Countefs to wthe evolves pit, perhaps; 
€ f it is ftill light enough to fee the phca-. 
•" fants .grove, and the fteeples of Pifan.'\ 
— - « I fhall be much obliged to you to do. 
* f ib," replied the Countefs; " coine, Jest! 
*? us be gone*" Albert offered; her. 
. Vol. I. E ' ' hi 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



74- AVunnrf de nordenshild. ' 

his armj attti they ran away together. 
The wolves pit Was the extrefne edge of a 
chain of mountains, that prefented the moft " 
beautiful profpe A to the eye imagimftibn 
can form. Under an oak of perhaps a 1 
hundred ydars ftancKng, was a moffy ffcat, ' 
which ^ras Alberts favourite feat ; in ! this : 
Ipot* eten in his early youth; he had'- 
fortned numberlefi plans for his future 
life — here he now fat with Amelia, ati$ 
every thing elfe was forgotten. The 
ftih was jufl: finking behind the horizon,' 
tHe Tallies feemed covered with arfhnfene- 
treble mift ; here &nd there a ftefcple reared 
its lofty head, which feemed grHed by the ; 
rays of the fetting orb, and the tops of the ? 
trees that' covered the dufky mountains, 5 
appeared to be tipped with gold. As far 
as the eye could extend was the caftte of 
Pr&n; whole turrets feemed to (catch the' 
laft ray' of refte&ed light. * The beauty of 
the fden£ was increafed by the melancholy 1 
remains of many k ruined caftle, or tlila- 
pidated tower that prefented itfelf ta the* 
efky once the pofl^flioh of departed nobles; 
who rather than bend their tiecks to the 

■' * yoke 
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yoke of flavery, chafe tabe buried under 
their ruins— the noblefl JBoqumcnt of de- 
parted worth. What heart could rciaain 
wunotwi at the noble and ftupendpus 
fpe<StacJe nature offered ! Albert had 
thrown h&qjghtarm round the Coufttefs ; 
her left Tiand lay on his ihoulder. But his 
attention was not .fixed on the fctting fun, 
nor was k the beauties of nature that lie 
a&nired, for hi$ eyes were fixed on Ame- 
lias face, as her 9 * were On the different 
obje&s that furrounded them. At firft he • 
had, aniwered feverai questions fhe had 
alked hira, hut as fhe fbon forbore fpeak- 
uag^ he was likewife lileht — an awful 
41ence, for 4icr agitated bofom plainly 
ftewed that her's proceeded from a variety 
o£painful fedUqgs. 

The fun was loft in darknefs, but 
Amelia's eyes ftiil remained riveted on the 
iajxxe fpot, till at lafl recolle&ing herfelf, 
fhe turned to him, and with a look of in- 
effable regret* faid, " let us go home." 
Albert clafped her to his bofom, and at 
that moment kiffed from her trembling 
lipa the aflurance that he was not indif- 
E 2 ferent 
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fcrcnt to her. Amelia extricated herfelf 
from his arms, and looked timidly about 
her for fome time, then rubbing her eyes, 
faid, " where am I ?— - furely I am juft 
*< awakened from a pleafing dream—for a 
" moment I thought myfelf happy." 

^Own," faid Albert, " you thought 
" yourfelf mine." 

*" I cannot deny it, Albert ; my heart 
€t has for fome days fupported a cruel con- 
** fli<9r, between the tyranny of human 
4$ laws and- but why did you bring 

"me here, where the afpedfc of nature, 
u free, and unconfined, has made me 
t€ trample on the fetterts that cruel parents, 
" to gratify their ambition, forged for . 
" this unhappy heart ?" 

" Dare I trull my own fenfes?" ex- 
claimed Albert, " am I awake ?" ~ 

4€ Hear my confeffion : — your expected 
cc arrival at Nordia was the topic of every 
" converfation ; much was faid of Nor- 
"denfhild, the handfome Ndrdenfhild, 
* f >fhfct was foon. to make his appearance. 
€ * Curiofity, the bane of our fex, made me 
f c likewife impatient to fee the man of 

" whom 
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9 * whom report had fpoken fo favourably ; 
*< I therefore gladly embraced the oppor- 
" ttmity of meeting my huiband here — 
«*and, alas! 1 feel I ihall deferve the 
* c envy andtenfure the world will beilow 
" on me when I return." 

\ € I am indifferent to whatever the 
<c world may have faid about me. But I 
** am forry to be forced to own my ftupi- 
" dity to you, deareft Amelia, and con- 
C A fds that I am at ajofs for words to affure 
" you how much— how fincerely I low 
,<*you." 

" You offend me, Albert, by thinking 
u I peed fuch affurances— at prefent I be- 
^lieve you fincere. Bat tell me, will 
" you continue fo, when furrounded by 
€ i all the pleafures, as you fooa will be, 
€ * that the world has to beftow ? How 
<c many fnares will then be laid for your 
" heart ! and will you then remember, 
" that the only happinefs the unfortunate 
" Amelia ever tailed, was comprized in 
" the moment fhe thought herfelf mi£ 
" trefe of it ? — Should you deceive me, 
E3 "Albert, 
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*f Albert, what mifery will be mjr por- 

"tionP 
" How cruel, how unjuft you a*e, to 

*? harbour fo detectable a lbfpicion. Never 
. u could I enjoy a moment's peace of mind, 

" was my confidence to accufe me of fo 
:** black a crime as that of ingratitude to 

" you. No, Countefs ! however I may 
: " deferve the cenfure ©f the world in otfafer 

i( refpe&s, it ihall never be in the power 

" of any [one to call me a deiigning vil- 
: «'lain. M s 

" Forgive my fears, and be affined it 

" was not my intuition to oSfendfevc.* 9 

" Theft never, beft beldved *$ womeri, 
" let me again hear foci* mortifying itoft- 
u nuations. It is trae, I cannot flatter 
*< like the courtiers tif Nordia, but believb 
f ( me, words are too poor to exprefs 
« Albert V love." 

" How good, how kind you are, to 
u forgive the anxious inquietude, aAd par- 
** don the fears of her, whofe greatefl me- 
C6 rit and pride will ever be-— her unaf- 
* * terable attachment to you ; who would 

" willingly 
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?* vfriUingly iacfifice every confidtfotion 
" for your fake— except her virtue*" • 4 

Albert had never in his life been in fo 

critical a fituatioa; for amongft all 1 his 

female acquaintances he had never foutid 

one that in the leait referobled Amelia, fbr 

their fltmfy pretentions to virtue Were 

.chiefly of thecobweb kind ; but her 8 w» 

the evident ftrugglcs of a virtuous heart 

*€0ttbating againft inclination. But the 

conjfc<3: ihat patfed in fab bofom was ftiil 

-ritorc violent, for he thought it would be 

afting an ungenerous part to abujfe the 

power he had over her, and embitter her 

&tnre how» with anguiih and reinorfe, 

Jbr t^td fefce of a momentary 1 gratified 

rliosu Bfet to let the prefent fiavottrablb 

^opportunity pafs, was likewife an effort 

that almoft exceeded his ftrengfh ; and oh 

his again prefling her to his bofom, fhe 

Xaid, " I do not deny the power you have 

46 over me, hut do not, dh ! do not abuft 

" k ; i&ther be my friend, the guide and 

*f fqpport of my tottering principles. Save J 

*\ ohiave me, Albert, from the agonizing 

f* pangs of felf-reproach !" 

E4 "You 
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'« You ffcalt be as fafe, n faid Albeit, 
" with me, as at the altar ; never fhall you 
" have reaftwi to repent the confidence you 
": place in me; for never, by heaven I 
u fwear, had any woman the power over 
u me which you have/* 

They embraced as friends that had jufl 
xepcrfed an. unlimited confidence in each 
other. He offered her his arm, and they 
returned home : the evening was as calm 
and fercne as 'their bofoms. They found 
Calper, who was uneafy at their long at>- 
dCence, . waiting for them in the garden ; he 
obTcrvedthemvrith a watchful: eye, which 
the Couftte& perceiving, mentioned to 
-Albert. "Da not fclarm yourfelf,* Aid 
he, " my father is goodhefs itfelf ; I hope 
" to have the pleafure of meeting you in 
",the garden to-morrow morning/* — She 
inquired at what hour he wifhed to lee 
jicr- there? "Early enough," laid 'he, 
". to admire the beauty of the rifing fun.**" 

The next morning as Calper wasftand- 

ing at a window with an old friend of his, 

a phyfician, who had juft called at Grief- 

fenhorfi; he fu\v Albert pro fling the court* 

_ ' yard 
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yard in a great hurry! f c Gome up ftairs,!' 
faid he, " I want to fpeak to you ;" which 
on his doing, Cafper defired his friend to 
feel his pulfe. The doctor fmiled, and 
fliakipg Albert's hand, faid, " it was ua- 
" neceffary to do fo, for his countenance 
." afluned him he was in perfect health/' 
^ — " But how does his pulfe beat?" replied. 
Calper. 

" A little feverifh r I think," faid the 
do<5lor. 

" But which I hope will not prove 
" dangerous/' obferved Calper. Albert 
fmiled, fhook his father's hand, and bft 
the room. 

The reafon of Albert's eroding the court 
in fuch hafte, was to order his phaeton to 
be got ready to take a morning ride wit^ 
the Countefs; but he was difappointed* 
for when he left his father to return, to the 
garden, where he had left her, he was 
met by a gjroom of Count de Prafcha'9,. 
who informed him that his mafter would 
Ibon arrive* The news was a thunder 
jftroke to Albert, who. hurried into the 
garden to inform Amelia of the difagree* 
E 5 able 
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able intettigfcHeff he hudjuft received. She v 
heard it with furprife, and feid, " what ! 
"already." — "He will be here in an 
>' hour at fartheft," replied Albeit, in W 
-difconcerted manner, " for the relays at 
M Saffia were ordered to be ready at Wn.' f 
-**-" I am glad, however, we haw fo krtig 
" a respite," feid the Qmntefc, « for f 
u have much to fey to you.'* 

Albert prefled hep offered hand to his 
heart, and they feated themfelves in the 
arbour. He thought Amelia had never 
looked fo beautifiri as-fhe did that morn- 
ir.^; her auburn hair hung m natural 
ringlets, a faint blufli ovcrfptead her 
cheeks, which heightened the daxzling 
fairnefc of her complexion, and a tear 
trembled in her eye. Albert's countenance 
was expreffive of the uneaiine& he felt, 
and he was therefore but ill adapted to 
traife Amelia's depreffed fpirits, which he y 
lipwevcr, attempted to do; but inftead of 
fticceeding, he found her melancholy fym- 
£athetic. "1 know, Albert," faid fhe, 
With a downcaft look, " our loveis folly* 
*f for never ffcall I be able to call you nutfe, 

" and 



€( and, it is a? criminal as faoiiflv, whiflh 
" greatly pdds to thepwg* I t&flfer* 1. s#i 
"cffnyinqed .your fympathizing , heart 

, " <hpre$ ; my fprwvs, afld wiflies to relieve 

;? them ; which you will have, it in your 
u ppwer to do, by the confeientious per- 

, " for mange of two poomifes that . I aar 
* # going Jo claim from yon." 

" Erery thing you -jsquirc," fijd Albert,, 

*. " T»oft adored* of wron&v I w^ll willingly 

" And perform ;?" added Amelia. 

"Ifw^arbyGod!", 
. J * It wa^aptomife, not an oatfi I de- 
" j%&, I ttemjris,. AJbert, at tl>q id$£:p£ 
*yjotf* beings perjured." r . . •>. , 

" Require what you wilii depend on 

* #ny perfonnmg it. I am certain yoyi wtf £ 
. w liot aik ioapoflibilities,. ajwl wfotevi^is^ 
, ** in.my<pawer I will do it with? pJea&Jip. 

" A pronjife I ever held, .feezed) ajod furely 
:-" mine to you.wili not be {the fis^.Iyflufl^ 
"break.?' . .." ,.,"> 

" Wel& tJW*> ; «HNo* ,f ' ft# fl*.n~ 
? Wfeeaevttr, Albert*- ypp ^nd tlata- wp~ 

* now? jo*!* heart ^sfcrs- tyfee, J dffire 

E 6 " you; 
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u you not to difmifs me as one you are 
" Weafy of." Albert attempted to (peak, 
but (he prevented him. " Do not inter- 
€€ rupt ine, for I have no with to hear 
:< * what you were going to (ay, .for it was 
u either a flattering (peech or aprotefta- 
" tion, that I neither require nor will at- 
tend to, and which you will mod likely 
" not have it in your power to keep, or 
-will think yourfelf bound, through a 
miftaken fentiment of genero(ity y to 
" wound- your own heart, that you may 
not give pain to mine. No I far be it 
€t from me to extort a promife that might 
" bccpfiori you regret, or prevent you in 
u fome future time from poffeffing a heart 
" that may feel as fincere an attachment 
4€ to you as mine now does, and with 
" whom you may (hare a hufband's, a pa- 
" rent's joys ; and were you for my, fake to 
*' deprive yourfelf of them, you would be 
94 equally loft to mfe, for never could you 
* continue to efteem her who was the 
caufe of fuch cruel privations. No ! let 
• $€ us ad (bas to enfure ourfelves from fti- 
*' tmt regrets. That fate - has -blotted my 
- < c name 



/: 



*M name, out of . the number of the happy, 
." is not in your rpotver to alter, for i am 
<* convinced if it depended on you, my 
P £very wifh would be fulfilled. But it is 
u childiih to regret, or defire impoffibili- 
* c ties ; and the greateft comfort I ever ex- 
f * peft to enjoy will be fell, at the momertt 

- " when, clafping me to your bofom, you 
"fay, Amelia, I have found the woman 

>" that loves me as well, and is as deferv- 
" ing my aflfedtion as you are ! T refign my 

' " heart to her ; and although I am no 
" longer your lover, accept of me as your 
"friend!" 

; Albert had not Ihed a tear* fiftce his 
childhood, but now he could not reftrain 
them, and mingled with her's, they fell on 
her bofom. " Promife, Albert,'* conti- 
nued Amelia. — "Yes," replied he, "if it 
" is poffible for me ever to prefer another 
' ' ' to you, you lhall be informed of it ; 
"not themoft fecret 'thought of my heart 
*< lhall be concealed frt>m you." — u }t is 
.« reality, aotfi&ion," faid Amelia, "that 
u has the power pf leaking us happy; 
.* imagination -may charm for fome time, 

" but 

3 ^.Googk 
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« but it i* reality alone that imaft afford a* 
*tn« content.— I hope to pafe many 
" agreeable hoars in year Kbciety," conti- 
nued ft©— **' hours that 'willbear rctw- 
" fpe&ian without a bhrfh. My fecond 
•* wifli i^ that you wift favour me with 

* your confidence before ydu enter into* 
** any engagement ; let me impartially 
*< decide whether the objedfc of your affeo~ 
« tion deferves the facrificeyou make her, 
"for the penetrating eye of friendfhip< 
*< may difcover what perhaps may be con- 
u ceafed trom that which is blinded by 
€€ paffion. Wilt you be guided by my 
* c advice, and liften to the councils of as 
" difinterefted friend F 

" Yes, Amelia ! moft incomparable o£ 
J? your fex !.— I will do whatever you de- 
" fire, for my heart tells me that I ca»» 

* refufe you nothing. I believe wpre you- 
41 even to afk metobe a villain, I could* 
* c not deny you ; but that would be the 
" only promiie which would admit of & 
"poffibility of being broken^-every other 
«< fliaU be facredly k^ptr 

-' .»' . As 
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As he was (peaking, Selina came run- 
fag towards them with the information 
that the Count's carriage was driving op 
the hill, Amelia oompofed herfelf as well 
as flat could, and taking: hold of his arm, 
feW, " comey for yoor lake we will go 
" and meet him*" 

w For my fafce ! Amelia:, I fear your 
w btffband's feeing you with me, will be 
"* c bof a bad recommendation*" 

* No»" kid Amelia, " foe his greateff 
fC merit is, his indifference* He is to& 
" much engaged with public affairs to* 
" wafte a thought on me, and I am of 
" too little confequeace to him to be an 
*' object of jealoufy ; therefore do not be 
•* furprifed if I tell him that your attentions 

* * hare contributed much towards making: 

* Grieffenhorft agreeable to ma ,r 

" Ahl yon are here already) Countels, 
*< and without doubt well," faid Brafcha, 
as he fiepped out *$f hid K3arriage. She 
affured him fhe was perfe&Jy fo, and 
added, that (he was under many obliga- 
tions to M. dc Nordetiihikf, for the polite 
attentions be had fhewn her. "J am 

" glad 

* 
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" glad of it, heartily glad of it/* faid the 
County (haking Albert's hand. « You are 
" much improved, Nordenihild, fince I 
. u faw you iaft ; but I hope your heart is 
** not attached to Grieffenhorft, if it is,. I 
u lhall pity you, for you muft join yatpr 
41 regiment as foon as poffible, as feveral 
u things have lately happened that makes 
" your doing fo abfolutely neceflary ; and, 
" it is partly on your account, and to affc 
u Cafper's advice on an affair of confe- 
" quence, that I am come here." As he 
was fpeaking, he faw Cafper, Supported by 
Buxar and another fervant, coming dawn 
the Steps to receive him. ." If ypu wifh 
" me to enter your houfe," continued he, 
u remain where you are, Cafper, for if you 
€€ come a flep farther, I will return imme- 
fi diately. When I am as infirm as you 
" are, 1 fhall certainly think ceremony 
. " unneceflary when a friend comes to vi- 
* c fit me." He hurried to Cafper, whom • 
he embraced with the mofl apparent friend- 
ship, although he heartily detefied him, 
for he knew he was the latent- caufe of 
many of hia fchemes.anjl plans being fruf- 
5 trated. 
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trated. But lie knew likewife the influ- 
ence he had over the kingj who placed 
the moft unbounded confidence in him ; 
it was therefore politic td be, or fcem to be 
his friend. He.was laviflx in his praife of 
Albert, : and mentioned his intentions. tt> 
Cafper on his account, which were fuch as 
to meet -with his entire approbation. " But 
" we muft be expeditious," faid he, f* for 
" the king wifhes to have his regiments 
" completed as footi as pdflible, and. he 
" afterwards means to feledl the fineft men 
"from them, to form new ones. This 
" will be the firft bufinefi I undertake at 
"my return, Albert muft therefore be at 
« Notdia in a week at fartbeft."-*-^ At 
« that rate," fiid Cafper, " he will be thetfe 
« c before you* . for you- eannot Tefufe to 
-."•give me a day for every year fince I faiv 
« yod," and that is twelve at leaflv ' , » 
" I jaw ft leave you to-morrow, * Cafper," 
replied Prafcha, " diiagreeable bufineft 
"• obliges me to do fo. The fight of ye** 
" has occafioncd a temporary chcerfuln^ 
y that is foreign to my heart, for I have 

" beea 
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* been toy trafiicceJsful in my negocia- 
«tiott. w 
" I hope not/* feidOtfper. 
" I likcwife hoped the fame, but the 
" fentimental Rife has taken k into her 
" head that her heart alone (hall dire& her 
«Mn the important choice of a hufband ; 
u and as fhe will neither be guided by 
" prudence nor policy, other- methods 
*< rnuft be taken.* 

Albert and Amelia looked at each otk6K 
"Poor Rtfa!" thought ihe, and: Albert 

/ at that moment detefied the C©unt Crf» 
peiv by Aiberfo dcfim,' wcommended 
Hardi to in* pEote&km, but he, wttfrt* 
ihrog of the flwulders, feid, *< thai aP- 
" though he*fhould ever be attentive te> 
" Caller's wUhes, yet he muft own the 

" >* prefcnt was painful to him, as he kne* 
" Hardi to be a pcrfon ufetefs th his pro- 
" feflion, and dangerous to fociety." It 
was much for Prafcha to fay ; but Cafper* 
.who was ever aecuftomed to.drftruft him* 
did fo, when for once hefpokethe truth. 
i The day, however, palled agreeably 
enough, for every one thought themfclves 

near 
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near the attainment of their wifhes. v At 
dinner Prafcha pointing to the fideboard, 
faid, " I fee you a» ftill the old hofpitable 
*' Gafper ; I am furfe the king will rej&ice 
^ when I tell him that you xdiilt your 
" glafe." 

*< That 1 know he will* for he loves me* 
*' Tell him I cam good for nothing now 
" but to kill flies and drink wine, but 
" that I have brought up Albert in fuoh a 
u manner as to hope and expeft he will 
«* £11 up my blank." 
, « And what ihtfll 1 fey to Angelina V r > 

♦ 4 * You remind mc," faid Gafper, fmil* 
jiig£ " of old times, Cooat, that i had 
-*• long forgotten ; thejr were very different 

* from the ppefeni." 

€l You ftiould have known him, Conn- 
^teft, at (hat tin* ; I affure you be was 
" the firfl: favourite of the ladies." 
: The Countef* failed, stnd perhaps 
thought "it would have been better if 
" you had not known him then ;" for oafe 
could not well raiftake Prafcha's age, when 
he owned having been acquainted with 
Caiper in his youth* 

"He 
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" He will likewife fill up your blauJj* 
" with the ladies/* obferved Prafcha, 
pointing to Albert. 

" I hope when he is as old as I am, he 
" will be able to recollect his youthful 
" days with as much tranquillity as I do 
" mine. Come, let us drink the king's 
" health, and with a trembling hand 
" he pufhed his glafi to the Count's* 

Cafper drank till a flufh, refemWing 
that of youth, glowed oh his cheeks, *nd 
with fparkling eyes he declared, that if a 
war were to break out, and his fnbje&s 
-{pointing to his legs) were not ib rebel- 
lious, he would again- mount his horfe, 
and. repeat the fame manoeuvres he did at 
Stefenau, when the enemy faid, " that w 
" either the devil or NordenAuld." Caf- 
per was now mounted on his hobby-horfe, 
and if a fliort-hand writer had been pre- 
fent, he would have noted down a very 
circumstantial account of the wars that 
happened in the beginning of the cen- 
iury. He forgot his gout, his afternoon nap> 
4md thought of nothing but how to amufe 
his guefts* As love is iaventi\% Albert 

and 
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and Amelia fomctimes found a moment 
to entertain each other. He fixed the 
day and the hour of his arrival at Nordia, 
and ihe named the ftreets he was to ride 
through, that he might pais her houfe, 
for fhe fuppofed he would not chufe to 
Hop there immediately, and added with a 
iigh, " I fhould be miferablc to know 
" you were in Nordia without having fcen 
« you." 

As neither Cafper's intreaties nor per- 
flations had power to prevail on Prafcha 
to lengthen his vifit, his carriage was or- 
dered to be at the door by break of day ; 
he afked the Countefs if fhe chofe to ac- 
company him to town, or remain at 
GriefFenhorft fome time longer i Prudence 
whiipered it was right to do the former, 
fhe therefore did violence to her inclina- 
tion, and obeyed its dilates; and the 
reflexion that a few days would re-unite 
her to a friend fo dear, feothed the pangs 
of parting. 

Albert rode with them a few leagues, 
and then returned to GriefFenhorft in a 
hurry and buftle that exceeds defcription. 

Horfes, 
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Horfes, laddies, fwords, and fire-arms," 
were now his only occupation, and he 
was impatient to quit a place where he 
had (pent many, perhaps the only happy 
days of his life. 



. CHAr~ 
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CHAPTER IL 



K0RDIA. 

{^ASHER muft have been blind if he 
^-^ had not perceived Albert's impati- 
ence to be gone, for he quarrelled with 
the farrier for not moving his hands 
quicker when he ftoed his horfes, and 
with his taylor for not having iinifhed his 
uniform before it was befpoke. Cafpcr 
ihook his head arid feid, " if yem were 
* f as well acquainted with the world as I 
" am, the troubles, villainy, and cabals, 
t€ you will have to encounter, you would 
" loiter rather than burry. Albert, if you 
* wifh to be happy, you mufl be difbreet."' 
Thus fpoke the father, who did not chufe 
to notice what the friend but too plainly 
faw.- If Albert had not fixed the day of 
his departure with Amelia, he would cer- 
tainly have quitted GriefFenhorft two days 
before he did, for, thanks to his impatience, 
i - every 
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every thing was ready by that time. 
Cafper repeated his former admonitions to 
him, and added many friendly cautions, 
and much parental advice ; he particu- 
larly recommended to him to. cultivate 
Prince He&or's frieudlhip, and to guard 
againft.Prafcha's arts. 
. At length the day fo impatiently wU^4. 
for by Al|>crt arrived, Cafper .gave hiqp^ 
his blefling with an aching |bc#rt r . an<J , 
Berda;and:Selina were, almoft drpwned in. 
tears. He tenderly embraced them^ .and. 
Ijie refletft ion that time and abfence would, 
foon relieve their forjrows, tranquillized 
him on f their account. Auguftafent to-beg. 
he would favour her with his cpmpany, if, 
it was only for five minutes ; but heafli^red. 
the meffenger it was absolutely impoffibi^, 
for him to do fo, and ordered his hprfe tQ, 
be faddled immediately. . Bux^r, wl^o \va^ 
to attend him, had adorned himfelf tji*fc 
morning in the moft fuperb manner, and 
had combed and blackened his. whifkers^. 
with the greateft nicety; for al thought 
Buxar had pafled threefcore, he feemed 
tot enjoy the thought of returning to a 

world 
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world he loved. He bad afked Cafpct to 
let him go, who kt fa6fr, was glad Albert 
had a perfon with him, in whole fidelity 
he knew he could confide, notwith&and* 
ing the Iofs he fliould himfelf fuffain, in 
being deprived of £> ufeful a fervant, and 
fo tried a friend. ? But affection for Albert 
conquered every fekifh wiih. 

Buxar was already mounted, and hold- 
ing his mailer's horfe at the gate, while he 
was embracing arid taking leave of his a£» 
fli6ted father, and weeping coufins, ontha* 
terrace. Sfiri, his groom, and Rufh hi* 
chaileur, had been fent on two days before, 
with relays of horfes for him, 

The firft of Auguft was the day that 
Albert, mounted on his beautiful Gold-fox, 
made his entre into Nordia : he wore his 
uniform, and was only attended by Buxar: 
On being alked by the guard at the gate, 
Who he was, he announced himfelf as 
Lieutenant de Nordenftiild. Tl>e guard, a 
grey-headed veteran, laid his hand on lite 
horfe, and laid, " Is your honour of the 
A% iame femily as CSafper dc Nordenfhild, 
• Vol. I t F . " that' 
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u that lived at Grieffenhorft."— « He is 
" my father," replied Albert, 

"He is living ftill then ? I am glad to 
* c hear it," faid the guard ; " how does he 
"do?" 

€S I find you know him." 
".Know him ! yes, that I do; he, or 
*! rather we, both were wounded at the 
(c battle of Stonnberg. I attended him as 
u well as I could there, and he rewarded 
i € . me and my family in a princely manner 
"for it, Godblefshim!" 

" He is living, and well," continued 
Albert; u when I write to him I will 
" mention your remembrance, which I am 
€€ certain will give him pleafure — what is 
cf your name?' 1 

" Streamer ; but he will know me bet- 
" ter by the name of Black Thomas*" 

" Have you any children ?" 
: " Two fons, one is in your regiment," 

« I will/' faid Albert (lhaking his hand) 
" take notice of him — farewellcomrade." 

About an hour after Albert, Rufli ar- 
rived, leading two fine horfes : " Whofc 
c * are they/' laid the offiper on duty at the 

gate, 
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gate, " Lieutenant de Nordenihild, of 
" Hulm's Cuiraffiers," was the reply. Soon 
after Stiri came, leading two more; in- 
quiry was again made who they belonged 
to, and the fame aniwer received. The 
youth thought the officer would foon learn 
joeconOmy in our garrifon, and be glad to 
fell his borfes, and perhaps pawn his watch, 
as I have been forced to do many a time • 
but of what confequence to us are his 
thoughts ? There rides Albert ! and look, 
there is Prafcha's houfe ? We can now 
gueis the reafon of Amelia's giving a fete, 
for it was not the day on which fhe ufually 
received company ; but ihe was impatient 
to have the pleafure of introducing her 
favourite to a number of pcrfons, as foon 
as he arrived: but whether Ihe wifhed 
them to fee him with her partial eyes, is 
what we cannot determine. Her femme 
de qhambre had been placed at a window, 
for feveral hours, to watch his arrival. 
Will he ,keep his promife ? thought Ame- 
lia; perhaps he has forgotten . both that 
and you before now. The idea occafionetf 
a wrinkle on her lovely brow, and made 
F2 her 
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her Italian gauze handkerchief heave 
higher : but (he was foon relieved by her 
maid's bringing her work-bag, and the 
fmile on her countenance informed her 
xniftrefs of the welcome news. In the moll 
indifferent manner (he could affume, &c 
went to the window. "Who is ihat^" laid 
(everal perfons together, who happened to 
be (landing near it : " It is young Nordei** 
<" (hild," replied (he, with a palpitation 
of the heart, that every virtuous female 
feels the firft time (he mentions her laser's 
name in company. Happily, ^very one 
was too much engaged to attend to her. 
The noife they made ftartled the horfe of 
Albert; he looked up, pulled off his hat, / 
and rode on. The tranfient glance they 
ba4 of him, had however occaiioned many 
a lady's heart to flutter, and the gentle- 
men felt they (hould have a formidable ri- 
val to encounter -. even Amelia thought (he 
had never (een him look fo handfome, nor 
fo animated, as when he galloped down 
the ftreet The windows were (hut, 
imt the thread of the oemverfation which 
bad been broken by Albert's arrival, was 

not 
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not again joined, and every one feemed 
at a lots for fomething to fay. is I flxaU 
" have the honour of introducing him to 
u you immediately," faid Prafcha, with a 
finiie, and ringing the bell, ordered a rele- 
vant to go to him, with his compliments, 
and to deftre he would favour him with 
his company to dinner ; alfo, to beg of him 
aot to take the trouble of changing his 
drefs* Albert returned his refpe&s, and 
that he would wait on him immediately, 
which he did, as ibon as Buxar had br ufhed 
the duft from bis boots. Notawordwasiaid 
by the company, either to cenfure or praife 
him i but every female heart told its pof- 
feflbr that he would conquer wherever he 
chofe to attempt ; and the men felt, with 
envy, how much they would lofe by being 
compared to him. Old ftories and anec- 
dotes that had long been out of date, were 
the fubje&s of converfation, till Albert was 
announced. He entered the room in the 
moft graceful manner, and with an cafe, 
as if he had long been acquainted with the 
Company to whom he was now introduced, 
F 3 and 
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afid a fingle glance of his annihilated the 
power of many an Adonis, who had be- 
fore tyrannifed, with unbounded fway, 
over the hearts of the fair. 

Amelia was delighted to fee the general 
approbation Albert met with, although fhe 
trembled when fhe thought on the num- 
berlefs fnares that would be fpread for him. 
And indeed fhe had reafon for her fears ; 
for many a wife who had hitherto piqued 
herfelf on her conjugal fidelity, wifhed to 
pleafe him ; and many a fimple girl learn- 
ed to ogle, and made her firft effort on 
his heart. Thofe that were accuftomed to 
conquer ufed every artifice to gain his af- 
fections ; for to have Nordenfhild in their 
train was the wifhi and would have been 
the glory of every female, in the gay, the 
diflipated Nordia. 

The name of Nordenfhild was again as 
renowned there, as it had been once be- 
fore, when Cafper's mighty arm relieved it 
from the po\ve£ of a cruel enemy; but 
with this difference, that then the air re- 
founded 
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founded with the name, mingled with the 
joyful acclamations of grateful inhabitants, 
but now it was whifpered in the (Jrefling- 
rooms and bed-chambers of love-lorn fe- 
male fimpletons. But I hope fome time 
hence, to be able to prefent this fame Nor- 
denfhild to my readers in a more advan- 
tageous light ; when, perhaps, his name 
may ferve to infpire Nordia's warriors with 
courage, and to fill the hearts* of the ene- 
mies of his country with terror and con- 
fternation. 

Every eye was attentively fixed on him 
the next day, when Prafcha presented him 
at court. Some fervile hearts, that beat 
under a glittering ftar, were furprifed at the 
firm undaunted flep with which he walked 
up to the king, whom he had never feen 
before. Others wondered at the eafe with 
which he fpoke ; an eafe that they, whofe 
lives had been fpent at court, could never 
acquire, for their hearts were filled with 
intrigues: a third admired his figure, & 
fourth his eyes. But Albert was perfectly 
F 4 uncon- 
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unconcerned, fear nothing he faw feemed to 
jfurprife him: yet, without being able. to 
affign a reaibn for it,, his heart palpitated 
violently as he approached the king, whofe 
own feemed to beat in unifon. The quef- 
tions Arno afked him he anfwered with as 
much eafe, as if he had been fpeaking to 
his father. The king was pleafed with the 
confidence which Albert placed in him* 
and, fhaking his hand in the moft affec- 
tionate manner, recommended him ta 
He£lor*s ffiendfhip. The prince offered 
him his hand arid faid* " It is what I hfcve 
" iortg defired 5 for although unknown, a 
<< feciet impulie has attached me to you— 
*' -be to me what your father was to hhi^, 
" a fincere friend." The fight of the prince 
•infpired Albert with efteem and refpe&, 
which are thebafis of true friendfhip ; an# 
much did he, at that moment, regret the 
reftraint he was under, which forbad him 
to afture that amiable youth of his invari- 
able attachment. Hc&or feemed to gqefs 
his thoughts, and again giving him his 
hand, that moment united, in the moft 
ittdiftbluble union, two worthy hearts. 

Aruo 
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Arno was afflicted at the fcene, which 
recalled to his mind the happy days of his, 
youth ; many of them had been fpent with 
Cafper at Grieffenhorft , and, turning to 
one of his minifters, hefakl, "Withfuch 
a fupporters we may ceafe to lament the 
" weaknefs of declining age/' He defired 
Albert to come frequently to court, and 
then" retired," with his minifters, into his 
cabinet. 

Albert was better acquainted with the 
the military fervice, when he firft entered 
it, than many are when they retire upon 
penfions, or are carried to the grave ; for 
he had been the pupil of Cafper. He was, 
therefore, more ufeful the firft month'; than 
hundreds whofe lives have been fjjent in 
martial warfare : but although cqnfcious 
of his fuperiority, he took care not to let it 
be felt by his companions, which, added 
to his being always in cafli, made him ge- 
nerally beloved in the corps, except by a 
few perfons, whofe envious hearts could 
not fupport the man whofe merits eclipfed 
their own. Albert was overwhelmed with 
F 5 prafe& 
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profdflions of friendfhip by his comrades; 
which, however, made but little impreffion 
oh him, for he foon found it was his purfe, 
not himfelf, that was the object of their 
attentions. But a young man in his re- 
giment, a Baron Drake, interested him 
the more, from being a contrail to the 
reft ; his manners were as referved as theirs, 
were importunate ; yet Albert perceived 
he was a man of fenfe and worth, ftruggling 
with difficulties that he wifhed to conceal j 
for the only inheritance the beft of fathers 
had in his power to bequeath him, was an 
excellent education, and an uncorrupted 
heart. Albert at laft, with much diffi- 
culty, gained his Confidence, and foon af- 
ter his friendfhip ; and it was with pleafure 
he difcovered* that Cafper and Drake's, 
father had likewifebeen friends : he there* 
fore invited him to accompany him to 
Grieffenhorft, where their vifits were fre- 
quently repeated, and Albert foon difco- 
vered that his friend had made an impref- 
fion on the heart of Selina, and fhe on 
his. He had perceived their mutual at» 
iachxnent almoft before they knew it them- 
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felves, and likewife the violence Drake 
did to himfelf in endeavouring to conquer 
his paffion. Albert, with much difficulty* 
extorted a confeffion from him, which, as. 
loon as he gained, he communicated to hi* 
father, who, although he in general object- 
ed .to young officers forming matrimonial 
engagements, conceived, that in giving 
his niece to a young man, the fon of his 
friend, who was rich in every thing except 
the gifts of fortune (but without which it 
was almoil impoffible for him to attain 
that fituation in life his worth deferred) was 
a fufficient exception to the rule. Ho 
therefore, with pleafure, gave him the 
hand of his beloved Selina ; and at the 
fame time put him in poffeflion of a fum 
fufficient to extricate him out of his pre- 
fent difficulties, and to promote his future 
advancement. Drake's every wifh was 
now fulfilled, and his gratitude to his be- 
nefactor and friend v were unbounded. 
Cafper had likewife attempted to be a 
friend to Hardi, for foon after Albert firft 
left Grieffenhorft, he had confented to his 
marriage with Berda, and had given him 
F 6 the 
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the fame fum which he had beftowed on 
Drake; but his extravagance had occaiion- 
t& him the greatefi: vexation ; for at Ncmfe, 
where he was now quartered, (having 
changed his regiment) he, through gam- 
ing, and diffipation of every kind, had en- 
tirely fpent his wife's fortune, and had 
made feveral clamorous demands for more* 
u I hope," laid Cafper to Drake one day, 
" you will a& with more prudence than 
"Hardi, you fhall then have tmafked > 
ic that which his infblence fhall never ex- 
" tort from me." It was agreed on, that Se~ 
lina /hould remain with her uncle, and 
our two young heroes returned to Nordia* 
and purfued their career with honour. 

I hope my readers will not fupfpofe the 
occurrences I have juft related happened 
within the fpace of a few months : No ! 1 
.own that I have leaped over four years, 
the events of which were fo common-plaee, 
as not to deferve relating, Befides, Bare- 
nau had enjoyed the bleflings of uninter- 
rupted peace for feveral years; and what is 
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the hiftory of a foldier in time of peace ? 
And although Albert appeared in the clofeft 
connexion with the mintflry, he was by no 
means initiated into the fecrets and private 
cabals of the cabinet, except what inime* 
diately related to prince He&or, who was 
too fincerely his friend not to place in him 
an unbounded confidence. He partook 
of all the amufements the town offered, 
but avoided excels of every kind, and of- 
ten when furrounded by the moil alluring 
fcenes of pleafure to attra&ing at his age, 
did he feel a fatiety bordering on difgufl ; 
then would he return to his folitary apart* 
ment, and there prefer the fociety of hi* 
own reflections to the noife and diffipation 
of a giddy Growd. Albert poffellcd the 
happy talent of being ferious, without ap- 
pearing difcontented, and cheerful, with- 
out being noify and troubleibme : a con* 
du<ft fo different from that purfued by the 
generality of mankind, foon gained the 
notice of the diffcerning few, who had be* 
fore confounded him in the common clafs 
of beings ; they now perceived he had 

mo*e 
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more merit than that of being a hattdfome 
and accompltfbed young man, and they . 
thought they faw in hhn a future hero, 
whofe affiftance their country would, ac- 
cording to all appearance, foan require* 
For Barenau's enemies, notwithftanding 
their pacific declarations, were only wait- 
ing for an opportunity of revenging tbem- 
felves on their former conqueror, and 
fhaking off an alliance they detefled. 

Count de Prafcha's plan for Alberts ad- 
vancement had proved ufelefs; for before 
he had ferved two years, prince Hedfcor 
had defired his father to let him have him 
for his adjutant, to which he willingly 
confented ; his further advancement there- 
fore to the rank of major was not difficult, 
and was attained before he had completed 
his fifth year in the fervice. Albert re- 
ceived double pleafure from his promotion, 
as he was again placed in his formes regi- 
ment, Landgrave Hulm, which he had 
.quitted with regret, as he had left in it 
.many friends. They received their new 
commander with pleafure, and even thole 
he had fuperfeded, owned he deferved 
• the 
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tbe rank he held, and did not murmur- 
He perceived the favourable opinion they 
'entertained of him, and was .determined,, 
with the afliftance of his brother officers, 
to endeavour making his regiment one of 
the heft disciplined in the fervicc ; and he 
had the fati&fa&ion of feeing his effort* 
crowned with fuccefs, for thofe under his 
command both loved and refpe&ed him. 

Although the duties of his prefent fitua~ 
tion prevented his attending tbe court as 
frequently as he had formerly done, when 
he ufed to be almoft, literally fpeaking f 
He&or's fhadow. Yet he ieemed to gaio 
ground there. He was, likewife,, the wel* 
come gueft in every fociety, and his ap^ 
pearance in a drawing-room, always dif* 
fufed a fmile of gladnefs on every counter 
nance, as his abfence did the frown of di£» 
content* 

It feems almoft needlefs, after all the 
advantages we have enumerated, to fay, 
that Albert had many enemies— reward- 
ed merit is never without them. And what 
fort of a court muft that of Nordia have 
been, if the rank weed of envy had not 

taken 
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taken root in it. At firft the courtiers took 
but little notice of him, thinking he would- 
be the toy of the hour, as friany had been 
before him : but when they found he real- 
. ly began to be of confequence, that his 
advice was afked in weighty matters, and 
that when he had a favour to requeft, he 
addrefled hirtifelf to the monarch without 
their interference, their fears fuggefted to 
them, that he might prove dangerous, and 
they determined to watch his every word 
and motion, not doubting but that they 
fhould fome time or other find him off hi3 
guard, and have an opportunity of preci- 
pitating him from the height to which he 
had rifen. 

Alberts attachment to the Cpuntefe de 
Prafcha continued unabated ; not that I 
will pretend to fay, he had never amufed 
himfel f with other ladies ; for his name wa& 
frequently mentioned with that of a Coun-. 
tefs Terefa, an Italian lady of great fami- 
ly; and with feveral others. But Amelia 
fiill poffeffed his undivided heart, and 
how did he ufe to felicitate himfelf, whea 
he could flea! an hour from the etiquette 
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of the court, and pafs it in her loved foci- 
ety. How often would flie fix her eyes 
on his, and remind him of his promife* 
"No, dear Amelia," would he fay, " the 
" mod rapturous hour fpent with another, 
" will not bear comparing to the pleafure 
" a moment of your company gives me." 
Amelia's charms were beginning to fade; 
for disappointments and regrets, like thofe 
fhe had for years endured, loon dims the 
luftre of the brightcft eye. But that had 
not power to weaken Albert's love^ for 
it was her mind, more than her beauteous 
forfm, that fettered his heart : the latter 
might perhaps be deprived of the yovithfut 
charms that fafcinated his eye at Grief* 
fenhorA, but neither time, nor forrow, had 
power to alter a well-regulated mind, and 
refined underftanding. 

Amelia had fuffered much on Albert's 
account ; for fince he was become of con# 
fcquence enough to Prafcha, and' his parr 
ty, to be thought dangerous, he had en* 
dcavourcd to difcover, thrqugh his wife; 
what his intentions were ; and , hoped, 
Ukewifej through her me^ns^ to find out 
VJ HedlorV 
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Heftor's, who was equally obnoxious td 
them. Had (he chofen it, it was in her 
power to have fatisfied him ; for Albert's 
confidence in her was fo great, that he 
had intrufted her with many fecrets - of 
confequence : but rather would Ihe have 
fwallowed a dofe of poifon, than deceiv- 
ed him. Prafcha fwore, with promiies 
of the rnoft inviolably fecrecy, that if fhe 
would only endeavour to gain him in- 
formation of one or two things, thtft wa* 
of confequence for him to know, he 
would immediately confent to what he 
knew had long been the firfi. wiih of her 
heart, a divorce! — What a temptation! 
tiie greateft, furely, that could be offer- 
ed her ; to have it in her power to call 
Albert her's. — Yet lhe nobly reje&ed it! 
and preferred an approving confeience to 
every other good. For never, with her 
feelings, could lhe have enjoyed a mo- 
ment's repofe, not even in the arms of 
the man fhe adored, with the reflexion, 
that fhe had abufed a confidence that was 
placed in her, or difclofed an entrufted fe- 
cret ; even fllould it remain unknown to 
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Albert, and (he whole world, her mind 
would never have ceafed upbraiding her 
with treachery and deceit. When Prafcha 
found that perfuafion had no effe& on her, 
he endeavoured to terrify her to his pur- 
pofe; but menaces were as fruitlefs as 
intreaties, for flie fcorned to promife, even 
to him Ihe hated, what fhe did not intend 
to perform. 

Albert, by fome means, heard of the 
perfecution ftie fuffered on his account, 
and fwore he would revenge himfelf on 
her tyrant — he, in the mofl violent rage, 
loaded his piftols, and. wrote a challenge ; 
but at the moment he was about to fend 
it* he refle&ed, that by fo doing he fhould 
give pain to Amelia : he, therefore, alter- 
ed his intention, and determined to think 
of fome other method of punifhing him ; 
more flow, but likewife more certain.— 
Prafcha feemed to guefs his defigns, and, 
therefore, loaded him with civilities, and 
his wife with attentions: but Albert wap 
not mifled by his deceit, and his inten- 
tions remained irrevocably fixed. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER TIL 



RlSAc 

THE death of the Landgrave of Hulm, 
that happened about this time, af- 
forded fufficient occupation to Arno's 
thoughts. He repented having agreed to 
the female fucceffion of that houfe, for 
had he not done fo, it would have fallen 
to the crown of Barenau. But how could 
Be forefee what was to happen* for at the 
time the ftipulation was made, Hulm had 
as much reafoh to expeft the crowiv of 
Barenau as Ar.no. The paft, however, 
could not be recalled, and Rife was, and 
remained the rightful and acknowledged 
heirefs of Hulm ; it was therefore his in- 
fereft to unite the two countries by mar- 
rying her to He6lor ;, and although the 
firft negociation for that purpofe had 
failed, he did not defpair but that in time 
he ihould be able to prevail on her to adl 
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agreeably to his wiihes ; he therefore in* 
vited her to fpend the few months that re- 
mained of her minority at his court. Long 
did Rifa. refill an invitation by no means 
agreeable to her, but as he was her guar- 
dian, flie was afraid to offend him by re- 
peated refufals, and therefore was obliged 
to give a reludtant content. 

He<5ior and his friend were abfent when 
Ihe arrived ; perhaps defignedly fo. Arno 
received her with the moll affectionate 
lendernefs, and, by her particular defire, 
without the ceremony ufuai on fuch occa- 
fions. The next day ihe was prefented ta 
the nobility at courts when her beauty antf 
engaging manners charmed every one 
who law her. The prince and Albert were 
the Iail that enteced, thi^r bad been en» 
f#ged in a very interefting difcourfe that 
had.occupied their thoughts, till tbey ar- 
rived, at the door of the drawing-room; 
Albert Jiad either not thought of the prin- 
cefs at all,; or if.be did, it was. with the in- 
difterouce fuch elevated ftttfops are ufually 
thought of. On their -entering, Rtfa \<?as the 
firft objed that prefented Hfelfto Jtus fight, 
:\ '.. ' 4 • and 
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and the firft glance of her had an effedt 
on his heart that words can but faintly 
exprefe, and which would be prefumptive 
in me to attempt defcribing. It was the 
moment that decided his fate. Rifa s eye 
met his, and it feemed to exprefe an 
equal fenfation : it was not the look of a 
princefs born to command, that feemed to 
fay, t€ who are you ?" but it was the look 
of a fympatliizing, a feeling heart, that 
felt no fuperiority from the elevated fta- 
tion chance had placed her in. The ca- 
fual meeting of their eyes was heaven to 
Albert, who had Hood 'for a moment likg 
an inanimate ftatue, without either fenfe 
or motion ; it recalled his feat tered thoughts, 
he forgot the infnperable bar fate had 
placed between ^hem, and every painful 
idea vanifhed like April fnbw at the ap* 
proach of a fummer's fun. " You are ao* 1 
" quainted with He£or," faid Arno to 
Rifa; " this is Major de NordenfhikV 
" his friend." — " It is a name I have fee- 
w quently heard mentioned,'* replied Rifa, 
" and I think," with a flgh, " I remem- 
" ber the uxuform." 

4 "Hulm 
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.'* Hulm cuiraffiers— but which I now 
^have the honour of prefenting to you— 
" for the future it fhall be called after you ; 
?' Rife ! I hear, Major, your Colonel is 
«* ill, I therefore defire you will give or- 
"dere for that purpofe." 
. " I feel, and am grateful," replied Rifa, 
furprized, " for the honour your Majefty 
't does me. But will it not be difagreeable 
"to your officers to ferve in a regiment 
" that bears a female name ?" 

u Do not make yourfelf uneafy on that 
" account, for my friends are proud to be 
" flaVes to the fair in peaceful, times ; and 
"I will anfwer for their courage when it is 
" necfeffary." 

One may eafily guefs Albert's thoughts, 
for not the firft time that he put on his 
uniform did he contemplate himfelf with 
fe much pride and pleafure as he did at 
that moment. " I have the honour," 
feid he, placing himfelf before the Land- 
grave, « of expecting your highncfs's 
'•* commands,"-*-^ Immediately," replied 
Rifa, « but firft, let roe return my ac- 
" knowledgments here." She attempted to 
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kifs the king s hand as ihe fpoke, but he 
prevented it, and embraced her. " And 
?' now, if I am to command warriors/ 9 faid 
flie, turning to Albert 

u But you.muft fpeak with an air of au- 
u thority," faid Arno. 
. " X wifti, then, to fee my regiment to* 
u morrow morning at nine o'clock." 

Albert held his pocket book as if he ex- 
pend a number of orders, and faid, 
" with, or without their field equipage ?" 
— " Your Majefty fees," faid Rifa, " how 
*< the Major makes me feel my igno- 
u ranee. " 

" Say, in the fame order as when they 
*' arc reviewed." 

" As for a review——^ 

" Where does your Highnefe chufe to 
*' fee them ?" 

a From my window." 

« Will your Majefty," faid Albert, 
<c be f> leafed to order one fide of St.Vcit's 

ftreet, and the parifh church, to be 

pulled down to-day ?" ; 

" 1 perceive the impropriety of my or- 
ders; I therefore <lefire, Major, you 
3 "will 
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* c will aflemble them where you think 
u proper, and inform me of it. But for 
u the future, I beg you will not afk me 
" fuch enfnaring queftions, or I fliall he 
" forced to teach you fubordination." 

Albert received a fmile of approbation 
from the King, whofe wifh it was always 
to fee Rifa cheerful and happy ; whoever 
therefore contributed towards giving her 
pleafure, was fure of being well received. 
She was naturally of a lively difpofition, 
and to keep her perpetually amufed, was 
thought to be the moft certain method of 
gaining her'heart. 

There was a ball in the evening, but it 
was late before Albert went. " Why did 
" you deprive ^buifelf of the pleafure of 
<* dancing fo long F* faid Rifa to him 
when Ihe met him. — "The bufinefs that 
" prevented me^ likewife afforded me plea- 
'* fure," replied Albert, " for it wa^your 
"HighnefsV * ' - 

" I thank you for your attentions, Ma- 
4 jor," offering him her hand ; u and fhall 
" I really have the pleafure of feeing my 
"countrymen to-morrow?" Th^wgi- 

Vol. I. G meat 
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merit was chiefly compofed of natives of 
Hulm. 

' " Your Highnefs commanded it ; arid 
€C to obey your orders will ever be onr 
" wifli as well as duty. The whole regi- 
' u meni is impatient to be honoured" with 
€i a fight of their new chief — and," in k 
half whifper, " fuoh a chief !" / 

€C I am forry to have reafon to fufpedt 
" you of being a flatterer, Major de Nor- 
u denfhild. But let us change the fub- 
" je6L I am vexed I did not order my 
" horfe to be brought with me, for if I 
" had, as I belong to the cavalry, I fhould 
€i certainly have made my appearance On 
" horfebafck." 

They were in the mornhig furrounded 
*by company, which obliged Albert to 
leave the Princefs, but they frequently 
met in the courfe of the evening ; whether 
it happened by chance, or whether they 
fought opportunities of doing fo, is not in 
my power to determine. x 

Rifa was pleafed with Amelia's conver- 

fation : no wonder, for Albert was the 

i&bjedfc of their difcourfe. . The Princefe 
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aflcedher.a number of queftions concern- 
ing him, Tfrhieh {he anfwered with a ge- 
nerality «f fentimcnt almoft unequalled, 
for ffye repcfcfented in the mofl: advantage 
wis manner the man fhe loved to her, wh©, 
her heart told her, would foon rival her in 
bis affections. The time fhe had (b long 
dreaded, fhe faw was now near* but Are 
<de$efted the thought of averting the 
threatened evil by being guilty of a meau^ 
nefs fhe defpifed ; fhe therefore did vio- 
lence to her own feelings, and juflice to 
Alberts merit. Rifa, whofe penetration 
furpaffed her years, perceived the conflict 
that paflcd ia her bofom, and faw that the 
Countefs, ajid many more, laid claim to 
Albert's heart ; the thought affe&ed her, 
and fhe abruptly quitted her, and mixed 
with the giddy crowd to conceal a rifing 
iigh. /" Albert !" faid Amelia, as he led 
h^r to her t carriage; " I fhali fobn re- 
" mind you of your promife. ,> He preff. 
«d her hand, and they feparated ; he re- 
turned to the ball-room, and fhe honxe to 
pafs a cruel night. 
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The next morning Albert ordered the 
regiment to affemble on a plain about a 
league from Nordia, their ufual place of 
exercife. He preferred that fpok apt- . 
withftanding its difiance, Qn account of 
the beauty of its fituation, it being .bor- 
dered by an oak wood, the ruffet, hue of 
which contrafted the frefhnefs of the ver- 
dure.- r Here Albert and Colonel Ratd^nd 
(who although in a very indifferent flate 
of health, was determined to prefent his 
regiment to the Landgravine himfelf) 
waited for her arrival. -Albert felt a little 
impatient at her delay, and rode on a few 
paces to look if fhe was coming ; he had 
foon the fatisfa&ion of feeing the accou- 
trements of Arno's fet of cream-coloured 
horfes glittering in the fun. Every heart 
beat with impatience, and every eye 
fparkled with pleafure at the approach of 
their new chief. At laft fhe came, ac- 
companied Ijy Arno, who fat in the car- 
riage with her ; He#or and a number of 
gentlemen followed them on horfeback. 
The fight of her countrymen gave Rifa 
ihe fincereft pleafure, and when fhe fa- 
luted 
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Itrted therti, a tear of joy rolled down her 
client, Which was returned by a gtoyr"df 
fatisfa$iori ipjtearing on each fun-bufht 
c6uhtenarice. The King called the offi- 
cers to the : carriage, and prefented them 
refpe&ively to her ; ih6 received them with 
her ufuat grace arid eafe, and turning td 
the King, faid, "I know and feel the 
4€ value of the gift your Majefty has been 
"pleafed to make me, and my gratitude 
*' will ever be renewed by the light of my 
€ * dear countrymen; and," addreffing the 
'officers, "I beg, gentlemen, ypu will 
9€ aflure yourfelves, and in my najne, the 
" whole corps, that I ihall ever look^pn 
u that occafion as favourable to my wifhes, 
" which affords me an opportunity of 
" fhewing my affedtion to you by deeds, 
" as I now do by words." She kindly re- 
proached Colonel Rattland for venturing, 
out on her account, and defired the King 
to offer him a place in the carriage, which* 
he, flattered by her attentions, accepted 
of with pleafure, * and the other officers re- 
turned to their pofts. 

G 3 Albert 
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Albert led the regiment off^ who as 
they pafied, faluted her with every mili- 
tary honour, accompanied with martial 
mufic. He then refigned his command 
to the fecond major, for* he had promiied 
to ride back with the Prince. '" This/*, 
faid the King to Rifa, €C is the plain where 
'< the late Landgrave, your father, bled. 
" for mine. The battle was decifive, and 
" great were tfcg obligation® our houfe is 
, « under to him." — " Under that old 
" oak near the ditch," laid Rattland, 
pointing, " hi& wounds were drefled, 
u whilft our troops were firing and fhout- 
" ing vidtory." The King preffing Rifa's. 
hand, continued, " how happy fliould I 
" be 'to have the power of repaying to his 
" family my debt of gratitude !'* % Rifa 
was extremely agitated. The Prince was 
on one fide of the carriage^ Albert on the 
other r ; both were attentive, for the fete of 
their lives feemed to depend on the pre- 
fent moment. Hope predominated on 
He&or's features ; fear on Albert's, who 
feemed to expe& the* immediate annihi- 
lation of his afpiring wiihes. Rife looked 

*P> 
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up, her e3re.me1th.Ujr and it feemed to' feyy 
" it is fqv your fake I refufe an qffefed 
" crown." . That look faved him for ever, 
aad obliterated Amelia from his heart 
Rifa.with a figh killed Arno's hand, and 
prefled it to her heart, and at that moment 
the carriage drove qn. He6lor and Albert • 
bowed and left them, and returned to 
town a different way- After riding fome 
tkn$, " Nordenfluld l" faid Hp&or, 
" what an angelic woman Rifa is, if- fhe 
"had not fi> often refufed me; I believe 
^on my foul I fhould facrifice every con- 
"ficferationtothe hope of gaining her af- . 
" feftion ; but fliQ is. really fo. amiable, 
"that I cannot bear to fee her diftrefled 
"on my account, I fhall therefore to- 
" morrow do for her fake, what I have hi- 
" therto intended doing for my own, de- * 
"dare to my father, th^t I will not marry 
" her. And I beg of you to do me the 
" favour of informing her of my determi- 
" nation, for it might offend her, was fhe 
" to hear of my refufal, without being 
u prepared for' it. Aflure her of the re- * 
" fp$#: and eftcern I feel for her, and,beg 
G 4 " ° f 
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if of her to honour me with ber friend- 
" fhip, which I dare not hope for* as long 
" asihe thinks I* afpire to her love. It js 
'5 not neceflary to acquaint her with my 
' ' reafons, let them Hill remain a; fecmt. 
" tylay I depend on your executing the 
" commiffion, Nordenihild V 9 — i€ If your 
" Highnefs defires it,? replied Albert, "I 
" certainly will. I honour yoipr fieadfaft- 
" nefs, and revere your intentigns-?— but 
€i — — "-*r" I know what you are going 
" to fay, vou think my refolution will 
" meet with\much oppofition at court — 
€i be it fo — lor fooner ihall the fun be 
" changed to darknefs, than I alter my 
" fixed defign. Befides, it is high time 
" for me to put %ny intended plan into 
€C execution, for it is impoffible to tell 
'•" how perfuafion and gratitude may work 
** on a mind like Rifa's ; and lhould fhe 
" conient to my father's wifhes, and I af- 
" terwards reject her offered hand, it will 
€C make matters much worfe than they are 
" at prefept. At all events I ihali be no 
" gnjat Jpfer by his anger, t for notwith- 
" liafldipg } his; apparent kindnefs, .1 know 

"he 
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" he ftfpe&s me ; becatife his defpicable 
"favourites, who fear me, have reprie- 
" fented me to him in fo heterogeneous a 
" manner^ a manner fo unlike myfelf, that 
" whoever is in the leaft acquainted with 
" my way of thinking, muft know I do 
" not deferve the pi&ure they have drawn 
" of me ; but malice and fear will leave 
".no effort untried to gain their ends — I 
" depend on your going to the Landgra- 
11 vjne to-morrow morning, Nordenfliild." 
They fpurred their horfes and arrived at 
Nordia before the King and the regiment. 
Heftor did not appear at court the whole 
day, for he had many affairs to fettle rela- 
tive- Ito the plan he intended putting in 
execution on the morrow. Albert like - 
wife abfented himfelf, under pretence of 
fuperintending . the entertainment the 
Landgravine had ordered for her regi- 
ment. He appeared* in the evening and 
gave her an account, of it, but took leave 
again aim oft immediately. On.her inquiring 
the reafon of his doing fo, he replied; 
u that his prefence was neceffary to keep 

"order and difcipline among hfc people," 
G5 A mono* 
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A monotony now. reigned at court that 
made it in&pportable to Rifa, for the m- 
veative creator of amufements had left it ; 
play and fcandal were therefor the only 
refources left, and lhe foon, wearied of 
both, retired eaxly to her apartment. 

. Rifa was fitting at breakfaft the next 
morning with Sophia de Sternberg, her 
maid of honour, who. was reading to her, 
when a page entered and announced 
" IVfajor de Nordenfhild."~-<" Defire him 
" to walk in/* faid fhe, and riling, went 
towards the door to meet him ; lhe was 
ftruck with the gloom that appeared on 
his countenance* u Why \£b ferious this? 
" morning. Major F' cried fhe y u I hope 
€C nothing difagreeabie has happened in 
u my regiment Y* ; • 

'* Nothing ! o» the contrary, every 
u heart is flill replete with the pteafure 
*f*you communicated? to them yefterday. 
" But my prefent buiinefc with your High- 
" nefs is to deliver a meifage from Prince 
« Hetfor." 

-Rifa made' a fign to Sophia to leave the' 
room. " I amfiirprized he troubled you* 
' : ' << with 
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*' with it — yet perhaps he could toot have 
" fixed on a more proper perfon." 

" If I do not deceive myfelfi, the pur- 
"port of my commiffion will afford 
" your Highnefs pleafure." 

" It appears impoffible that any thing 
*• the Prince can Jiave to fay, fhould- pro- 
" duce that effeft." 

" Your Highnefs is ftill unacquainted 
" with Hector's worth ; but- I make no 
" doubt of your foon altering your opi- 
" nion of him." . > » 

"Your prelude proraifes nuii:^; i I 
" wonder if thefubje&,is deferving of it— 
" your meflage, Major V* » 

" Is, that at the moment I am fpea&ng 
/' to your Highnefs, the Prince is declaring 
" to his father that he never can h$ve 
€ f the honour. o£ being the Princeft Rita's 
"hvlband." ."•,.' 

," Hmc V' feidRMa, furprized, "/rightly 
a undecftood you,. Sir H : 

" Shall I repeat it again -to yosur JEgfis 
"nefcr 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13* ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD* 

- "No! no! but the Prince — this fur- 
" prizing change — what can have occa- 
" fioned it ?" 

" He&or's heart is much too noble 1 to 
ic coalefce with the intrigues of a court ; 
%i the importunities you fuffered on his 
" account, gave him pain, and when he 
" left you yefterday morning, hifc deter- 
- iC mination was fixed. c Go, faid he, to 
'• the Landgravine, and aflure her that I 
4 will endeavour to deferve her friendship, 

* by putting an end to the difagreeable 

* folicitations fhe fuffers on my account, 

* and which I lhould be undeferving of, 

* were I to permit ■* her to be expofed to 

* them any longer ; to-morrow morning I 

-< ftall inform my : father of my refolu- 

*tion." ; 

" And do you really think he willfay fo 

" to the King ?" < 

"He has faid it already,** anfwered Al- 
bert, looking at his watch, " and his de- 
>< terminations are unalterable." 

" But I fear/* faid Rifa, " ty doing fo, 
f < he will incur the King's anger." 

; « it 
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€€ It is the difpleafure of a father, more 
" than the wrath of a king, that Hector 
" fears ; but he is willing to fupport both 
" to infure Rifa's happinefs." 

" Rifii's happinefe ! my happinefe ! did 
" Heflor really fay fo ?" 

<c Literally fo ! and the idea that by 
" taking the whole blame on himfelf, he 
" exculpates your Highnefs, will enable 
u him to bear the King's anger without 
" repining." 

" The good, the amiable Heflor — oh ! 
V had I but the power to facrifice inclina- 
€€ tion ta ambition, I would not be out- 
'* done in generofity, but would at this 
€C moment beg his acceptance of my of- 

€ * fered hand You are his, and I -flat- 

" ter myfelf alfo my friend. Major, there- 
* " fore tell me, has Heflor no other reafons 
4€ for afling thus than thofe you mfcn- 
" tion ?" 

" Your Highnefs, I am certain, willfor- 
€€ give me for evading your queftion, 
" when ypu reflefl; that Prince Heflor is 
f c my friend — my future fpvereign, and 
* that I am a man of honour.'' 

!'Can 
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" Can you, Sir/' replied Rifa, confu- 
fedly, " pardon the imprudent curiofity 
" of a female, who cannot excufe her- 
self?" ' 

" It is I," faid Albert, kiffing her hand, 
" that mufl: beg forgivenefs, for my want 
" of complacency ; I fear I fhall never ac- 
<* quire the poltfh of courts." 

" You have faid nothing that requires 
•'■* pardon. We eaiily forgive the man 
" that is guilty of little deceits to our lex, 
€€ but no motive, either of intereft or incli- 
" nation, can, in my opinion, excufe him 
* f that violates the duties of honour or 
" friendftiip. For my own part, I fhould 
tf defpife him that was capable of doing 
u either, although affured that love for 
v myfelf was the caufe of it." 

"There 4poke the great theflalo's 
* c daughter \ Will yourHighnefs be pleafed 
€€ to honour me with your commands to 
« the Prince ?"" ' - ' 

u , Affure him of my gratitude, my 
u friendfhip, and eileem/ > She took a 
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ring from her finger that contained the 
portrait of her father, kiffird it, and pre- 
fented it to Albert witli thefe words : " To 
.** you, Sir, I have many obligations for 
€C being the meflengfcr of fuch welcome 
€€ news; and as a proof of my friendfhip, 
c< I beg you will accept of this ring, which 
" I own is very dear to me." 

" Theflalo's piaure \" faid Albert, 
looking at the ring with furprize, " Land* 
" grave Theffalo ! how "many hours of 
tc my life have already been fpent in con-» 
" templating thefe features ! what an im- 
€C preffion did they make on my youthful 
« mind ! for my attention ufed to be al-' 
" ternately fixed on the portrait of Thef- 
« faloand that of Charles the Twelfth, 
" which hung befide it, in my father's . 
€S gallery, at Grieffenhorft. Have I your 
u Highnefs's perraiffion to wear it ?" ■ ' 

k * If* you wiih it, I will do more-tftan 
" permit, I. will cortimand you to do fo -y 
€€ for I feel that I am Landgravine of 
" Hulm, not a flave to the culloms of 
". Barenau." 
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«* I believe it would be difficult to forge 
" a chain to fetter a heart like your's." 

As he was fpeaking the clock ftruck, and 
he looked at his watch ; " Are you going' 
" already ?" faid Rife. 

*' Duty calls me ; befides, I havebufi- 
u nefs which obliges me to go to court 
" this morning." 

" What pleafant faces you will fee 
" there !" 

" They are indifferent to me — I am 
u fatisfied with having feen a fmiling one 
"here." 

. <c Which it is in your power to behold 
*' as often as you pleafe. As your chief, I 
< € know I might command your attendance, 
" however, I will not exert my power, 
" but content myfelf with affuring you, 
" that the fight of you will always give 
f c me pleafure." 

. t€ I cannot, dare not," faid Albert, 
bowing confufedly, " anfwer your High- 
"nefs." 

" I am glad of it, for by your manner 
€€ of bowing I am fure it would have been 
* in a courtly ftrain, which I detefh— - 

"Shall 
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" Shall I fee you in the affembly-roon* this 
." evening?" 

"I fear J fhall not be able to have that 
" honour ; for as foon as the parade is 
* cc over, -I have promifed to go with the 
" Prince, to Stirfa — but," going towards 
the door, *' I leave my heart in Nordia/' 
. " With the Countefs de Prafcha !" 

" She ifs the heft of women, and defer- 
u vedly poflefles my warmeft friendship, 
€( which nothing will ever have 'power to 
" obliterate or leffen — but my heart — "and 
preffing Rifa's hand, he abruptly left the 
room, without finifhing his fentence. 

" Sophia! my dear Sophia !" faid Rife 
to her, as ihe entered the room, " never 
" did I fee the man that would bear com- 
" paring to Major de Nordenfhild — poor 
" unfortunate girl ! what would I give at 
u this moment to know you were happy ' 
" enough to feel, and partake of the plea- 
Ci fure that fills my heart !" Sophia em- 
braced her friend, and faid, "Mydeareft 
" Rifa, I am, perfuaded of the w;arn^th 
" of your affe&ion, but/' replied Ihe, 
" let me ,kifs away your tears, which I 
' <c know 
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u know are thofeof joyformyhappineft n ~— 
* My heart remains at Nordia,' iaid he> 
" and his look-, the preflure of his hand 
" faid, with you, Rifa. With whatplea- 
" fure would J abandon a throne t<rpoffe& 
u it ! how greatly fhoutd T be a gainer by 
V the exchange V 9 — and going towards her 
toilette, Ihe continued, " take away thefe 
" pearls, thefe jewels, Sophia — hide them 
u from my fight — never more do J mean 
" to wear them — Albert's love is all I wilh 
a to be miftrefs of, and the reflexion of 
" his virtues the only ornament I defire/' ' 

She kept her word, and appeared at 
court that evening in a plain grey luftring 
drefs ; a riband aerofs her hair fupplied 
the place of diamonds ; yet never did file 
appear fo intereftingly lovely as in this 
fimple apparel — her elevated rank was 
forgotten — the Landgravine concealed — 
and nothing but the engaging female ap- 
peared, who more irrefiftibly attracted 
each heart, as ihc feemed more on a level 
with them. 

Hedtor'a declaration had put the King 
iato a moil violent paflion — he bore it un- 

moved* 
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moved, and thought, " whatever is vio- 
ic lent is feldora lafting." But he deceived 
himielf ; for the minifters, who, on ac- 
count of his refufal, were obliged to alter 
feveral plans they had formed, were deter- 
mined he fliould feel the efiedts of thei* 
reientment, for the trouble he had occa«- 
Honed them; a fnare was. therefore laid 
for htm, m which they thought he mnft 
invariably falL 

The plan for uniting the two hoijfes waa 
too advantageous to be relinquished, for 
which feafoa ifo was dstermined, -that Bilk 
Ihould marry a Prince Maximilian * who 
was nearly related to the houfe of Barenau; 
he was then on his travels, arid the pra* 
jefted alliance was to be kept a profound' 
feeret till his return. 

Rifa was received by Arno and his cour* 
tiers with th&r ufual fmile of aflfedtion ; 
indeed, no change of behaviour was vi- 
sible to any one, and the Prpteus faces of 
the latter, ably concealed the rancour that 
filled their hearts. He&or was now be- 
come a fufpe<fted perfbn, and Jbis every 
motion was ftri&Ly watehdd ; but he did 

not 
/- 
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not feem confcious of it/ for he never ap- 
peared in better fpirits, for he laughed and 
flirted with Rifa, and every lady who came 
in his way, 

Albert's prudent and equitable behavi-* 
our daily increafed the number of his 
friends, and his intereft in Rifa s heart. 

On the approach of fummer, the gf eater 
part of the nobility retired to their country 
feats. The King himfelf was but feldom 
in town, and as the hunting-feat he inha- 
bited was not large enough to contain 
Rifa and her retinue, he defired her to 
occupy the fummer palace of the late 
Duke of Niederheim, which was fituated 
in a beautiful valley near the eaftern gate 
of the town. The folitarinefs of its fitua- 
tion was equally well adapted for the con- 
templations of a philofopher, or the me- 
lancholy mufings of a love-fick maid. 
Here, therefore, Rifa, freed from the re- 
ftraints of the court, and leaning on the 
arm of her friend, wandered about, and 
indulged herfelf in the pleafing refle&ions 
on the future. The bar that fate feemed 
to have placed. between a Major and a 

reigning 
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reigning Princefe, appeared lefe here than 
in Arno's drawing-room, for which reafon 
j()ie preferred the cyprefs walk and mofly 
feat to his velvet cufhions and illuminated 

hall*. . 

Albert often rode that way ; perhaps 
another road would have been nearer to 
the plain where his regiment exercifed, 
but he preferred this, becaufe it had more 
charms for him. Sometimes he would 
alight to pay a lhort vifit to the Landgra- 
vine, but when he did fo, his manners al- 
ways exprefled a kind of fear that he (hbuld 
-expofe her to the cenfures of the world. 
Rife faw, and admired the delicacy of his 
CQnduft, and regretted, the painful ne- 
cessity that obliged him to do violence to 
his inclinations ; nor was he ignorant of 
the. intereft he had in her heart, her tell- 
tale eyes had long betrayed her to him ; 
but modeiiy on one fide, and refpedfc 06 
the other, would moft probably have cod- 
fined « the fecret to their own boibms fome 
:time longer* if an accident, ahnoft w fital 
one, had not happened, which threw 
them off their gaard. 
: ! One 
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One evenings as fhe was taking a foK* 
tary-walk in the garden, the latenefs oF the 
hour -having deprived her of the hope of 
feeing Albert, her mind was Suddenly cloud- 
ed by uneaiinefs, that flie could, not ac- 
count for- The wind fcattered the^bloflbms 
of the trees ; thus, thought Che, may end 
my hopes. Her reflexions were, however, 
foon diflurbed by the diftant found of H 
horfe's fefet, which, as it approached, ihfe 
Anew, by its neighing, to be Albert's Dane> 
a young horfe he had bought the week be- 
fore. The found diffipated every gloomy 
idea, and, fwift as an arrow, fheflew to a ter- 
race, where a fiimmer-houfe flood, having 
a window that looked towards the road* 
Her heart had not deceived her, for it was 
Albert, and without any attendant ; forhfe 
preferred riding alone, . and particularly 
this way. As foon as he favv Rifa, he ap r 
.proached the window, fhe gave him her 
hmd> which he held as uninterruptedly as 
his Dane would permit him. Rifa thought 
flic had never feen him in betterfpirits, lhan 
*hat evening : he told her the news of the 
day, with a vivacity that often madcher 
,, . j fmiie : 
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finite: among the reft, that the king had 
given the command of a regiment to the 
Dofcede Palfi, who had received the con- 
gratulations of the officers in the moft gra- 
cious manner, and had embraced feveral ' 
of them. u That is a ceremony; your High- 
* c nefs owes us/* faid he. Rifa ftruck at 
him with her pocket handkerchief, which 
flie happened to have in her hand— the 
horfe took fright at \t, and reared : at any 
other time his doing fo would have been of 
no confequence, for Albert was a fkilful 
rider ; but now his thoughts were otherwife 
engaged, and he imprudently pulled the 
reins too tight, which, irritating the animal, 
he capered, and reared again, and attempt- 
ed to leap a wide ditch on the other fide 
of the road — the road was flippery, owing 
to a ihower of rain that had lately fallen ; 
and the horfe, on finding himlHf reflrained, 
became more unmanageable, and repeated - 
his efforts to leap the ditch, when all at 
once, his hind legs flipped, and he fell 
backwards with Alberts What a fight far 
Rifa— fhe concluded him dead 1 and a loud 
fliriek, and a leap froxa the window, were 

1 the 
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the immediate confequences of her terror. 
She was with him in a moment, and it was 
well fhe was, or in all probability the next 
would have been his lad. She found him 
lying fenfelefs, with his head againft the 
trunk of a tree, entangled in the reins, 
which fhe had fufficient pretence of mind 
to cut ; and, what appears almoft incredi- 
ble, to drag Albert to fome difiancc. No 
fooner did the horfe feel himfelf at liberty, 
than he recovered his legs, and galloped 
away. After fome moments, Albert open- 
ed his eyes ; death was the idea that he 
had clofed them- with, and he now found 
.himfelf in Rifa's arms, who was wiping 
the blood from his face, with her gown. 
Perhaps death and eternal blifs are as 
clofely connc&ed. But it was not the 
blooming Rifa he had feen a few moments 
before; a death -like palencfs overfpread 
her countenance, her hair hung difhevel- 
led about her face and neck, an$ her eyes 
were rivetted on, his, feeming to watch the 
firft motion of returning life. Albert, oh (be- 
ing the agony fo ftxongly marked on her 
countenance, attempted to raife himfelf, 
■ • ' a and 
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and taking her band. « Heaven beprail- 
** ed," fiiid fhe, (and the tears trickled 
down her cheeks as ihe fpoke) " that you 
w are alive ; rhave, like wife, fuffered the 
*' agonies of death, and never, never 
" fhould I have enjoyed a moment's re- 
" pofe, if— — Oh God ! it was too dread- 
94 fill." Albert's forehead and hand, which 
were fcratched by a buckle of the faddle 
as he fell, continued to bleed — Rifa, with 
a trembling hand, prefled her handkerchief 
to his wounds, and inceflantly afked him 
if he felt any pain. " I feel nothing, upon 
" my honour, bat pleafure, at prefent," 
replied he, " and gratitude, for the kind ' 
€C attentions of the noble-minded Rifa. 
€€ But I muft have lain here a long time, 
" for we are at a diftance from your houfe, 
*' or which way did your Highnefs come ? 
Rifa pointed to the window ; that, and the 
wall ftill retained the rharks of her courage; 
for. the greateft part of her head drefs, and 
feveral pieces of the trimmings of her gown 
hung on them. Albert was amazed ; it is 
true the window was not high, but in the 
agitation lhe was in, how eafily might her 
Vol. I. H clothes 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I46 ALBERT BE NORDENSHILD. 

clothes have caught, and occasioned a fall 
more dangerous than his. He iatreated 
her to return home immediately,. and take 
fome cordial, to prevent her fright being 
attended with any bad eflfedb. As he was 
ipeaking, Sophia came running towards 
them, and fome fervants that had caught 
the horfe. " 1 am glad you are come r *my' 
" dear Mifs de Sternberg," faid Albert, 
" permit me to recommend the Landgra- . 
" vine to your care ; flie has been very 
€t much frightened ; do perfuade her to 
" take fomething." 

" But," faid Rifa, " you will go home 
" with me, to recover yourfelf." 

" I will only ride my horfe to town, and 
" will then have the honour of waiting on • 
".yourHighnefs, to affure myfelf that your 
" health has not fuffered by your kind in- 
" quieti^do on my account. I muft make 
" my horfe feel that I am his mafter, or I 
" lhall not have it in my power to manage 
" him another time." 

" You are, anfwered Rifa," an untna- 
* f nageable creature yourfelf/' 

"Only. 
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*< Qftly in iuch cafes where it would be 
**_ v&rong to give way.*' . 

He again recommended Rifa to Sophia's 
xa*re, and, mounting his horfe, walked with 
them till they came. to the gate, where he 
took his leave ; but before he did fo, he 
felt it would be impoffible for him to re- 
tuim, and doubted much if he fhould be 
able to reach his lodging, for he had re- 
ceived an inward bmife, which feemed to 
threaten dangerous confequences. He, 
however, with much difficulty, got to his 
apartment ; but fcarcely had he thrown 
himfelf on the bed, when he was feifed 
with a violent vomiting of blood. Dodiors, 
forgeons, and apothecaries were immedi- 
ately fent for, who prefcribed the ufaal re- 
medies on fuch occafions, and particularly 
defired he would lie as quiet as poflible, 
atid not fpeak. But their prefcriptions were 
vain ; it was impoffible for him to en- 
joy either reft or quiet, when he knew Rifa 
would be in agonies on account of his not 
returning. Buxar was, therefore, called 
to his bed-fide, and ordered to go to So- 
phia, and acqqalnt her with his illncfs, 
Ha with 
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with the utmoft precaution; but by no 
means to let the Landgravine fee htm. Af- 
ter he had difmiifed Euxar, he endeavour- 
ed to compofe himfelf, and, weakened as 
he was by the lofs of blood, he loon fell 
into a quiet (lumber. 

Rifa recovered fooner than Albert ex* 
pe&ed fhe would ; for her nerves were not 
of fo delicate a texture as thofe of many . 
other ladies, who can faint on every occa- 
fion. 

But when her firfl: fright was over, the 
dreadful fcene again prefented itfelf to her 
imagination, with every aggravated cir- 
cumftance. " Oh Sophia !" faid fhe, (and 
the tears fell on her friend's bofom as fhe 
fpoke) €S what a terrible moment would 
€€ this have been, if he had indeed been 
" killed ; I do not think I fhould have fur- 
" vived his death, or if I had, the thought 
c< of being his murderefs, would have 
" haunted me inceffantly, and have pre- 
€c vented my enjoying a moment's repofe, 
" I wonder he does not come ! Tell me, f 
€€ Sophia, when he does ; how can I reward 
a him for the fufferings I have occafi- . 

" oned 
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cc oned him !" Sophia was filent. u I un- 
" derftand your looks," continued the 
Landgravine, Cf they refemble thofe which 
c * have fo often roufed me from pleating 
" dreams ; difufe ypurfelf from them, for 
" you know they have no effedl on me.—* 
* c I know, as well as you can tell me, that 
u a reigning princefs and a feeling hearty 
" ought not to beunited ; but as they have 
*' both, perhaps, unfortunately fallen to 
" my lot, how $an I help it ? — But where 
" can he flay fo long ?" Sophia affured her 
it was impoffible for him to return fofoon, 
as moll likely he would change his drefs, 
and come back on foot. Sophia's affu- 
rances tranquillifed Rifa a little ; but at 
the found of each footftep fhe ran to the 
window, and her diiappointed expectations 
always renewed her impatience. The ap- 
proach of night increafed Rifa's fears ; and 
even the time that Sophia had calculated 
for his return, was expired. " He is fick, 
" or perhaps dead/' faid the Landgravine, 
wringing her hands, " or I am certain he 
€€ would have been here before now. I 
" will fend this moment (ringing the bell) 
H 3 "to 
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" to inquire after him ; for I cannot — I 
" cannot fupport the fufpenfe I endure.** 
Sophia, with much difficulty, perfuaded 
her to wait a little longer ; for ihe wifhed 
to prevent a ftep being taken that would 
have fo indecorous an appearance to the 
world. At laft they heard the found of a 
hafty footftep on the pavement under the 
wi ndb w. Rifa immediately opened it, and 
with a faint voice exclaimed, " My God t 
u ir is Buxar !" — Her agitation was fo great 4 
that Sophia had fome trouble to lead her to 
the couch, which as foon as Ihehad done, 
Ihe endeavoured to gain the anti-chamber, 
to hear what Buxar had to fay ; but Rifk 
was at the door as foon as herfelf. 

Buxar's face was fo covered with fears* 
that it was difficult to tell if he laughed or 
cried ; but Rifa, who had often feeri him > 
and knew his attachment to his matter, 
thought his distorted features exprefled a 
look of content. " I like your counte- 
" nance," faid flie, *' and hope the news 
" you bring is good." 

" My mafter," faid Buxar, " prefents 
" his duty to your Highnefs, and delires to 
" know how you do," 

' "You 
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" You fee I am well — but what elfe ?" 

" And he begs your pardon for not be- 
" ing able to wait on you." 

" He is ill then!" 

" Not worth while calling fo — he has 
" got the head- ache, and a little pain in 
" his back — the fall hag fhaken him, that 
" is all; but — but, he would have come 
." to your Highnefs for all that, if he had 
€( not fuch an ugly gafh in his face ; that 
" is the worft — they have laid a plafier on 
" it" 

" Who ordered it ?" 
. " The do&ors," faid Buxar. 

" The dolors'', exclaimed Rifa, alarm- 
ed, <f I am fure fomething extraordinary 
*' is the matter with him, he never would 
" have ient for a phyfician, for fo trifling a 
"wound ; a furgeon would have been finfc 
u ficient to have drefled it — he is ill, very 
"iU_do, Buxar, tell me the truth." 
Buxar was filent — Rifa paufed for a mo* 
xnent, and then continued : " Sophia, or- 
" der a bottle of wine to be brought for 
" him." 

H 4 "I thank 

1 
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" I thank your Highnefs, am very much 
u obliged to you, but — but I. never drink 
" wine fo late." 

" Now I have found you out, for you 
" would not refufe to ftay and drink wine 
" (I know your attachment) if your matter 
" was not very ill — but I will loon difco- 
«ver the truth." 

" Rather than yourHighnefs fhall think 
* ' fo, I will ftay and drink all night/' 

Rifa r^ng, and a fervant entered with the 
wine Sophia had ordered for Buxar. " Saddle 
u a horfe this moment," faid fhe, "and ride 
" to town, and inquire how Major de 
" Nordenfhild does/'— « Do/' faid So- 
phia, u let me fpeak to Buxar ; I know 
u he will tell me the truth. I beg your 
" Highnefs will not fend to town to-night/' 
" — Go this moment," faid Rifa to the fer- 
vant, without-attending to Sophia, " and 
" inquire of the people where^he lodges ; 
* € remember, you are neither to afk him, 
*' nor his fervants, for they will not tell 
" you the truth. I expedt you to be back 
" before Buxar has drank his wine/' 

" Then 
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€€ The he muft make haftc, indeed/' re- 
plied Buxar. 

Rifa was in agonies till the fervant re- 
turned, which he did very foon. He pair- 
ed by Buxar, to go to the princefs's apart- 
ments ; and as he did fo, he held up his 
finger to him, as much as to fay, be 
upon your guard. But Rife loon extorted 
the truth from him, which almoft deprived 
her of her fenfes ; for her terrified imagi- 
nation conjured up the molt frightful 
phantoms to torment her. " He has burft 
" a blood veflel," laid Ihe, with ftream- 
ing eyes, " and if he throws up any more 
" blood, nothing can lave him — he muft 
" die ! Sophia, lend to town every hour, 
" to know how he does ; let none of my 
c< lervants go to bed to-night, I will re- 
" ward them for their trouble ; and as for 
" Buxar, tell him — yes, tell him, that I 
" charge him never to appear in my pre- 
u fence again." 

Buxar fwore at Antony, and fent him 
headlong to the devil, when he found he 
l\ad informed the Landgravine of his mas- 
ters fituation. « Shew your fidelity in th& 
H 5 « right 
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" right place/' faidhe, t€ this is the wrong 
<€ one : but who told you my mafter was 
" fo ill ? I fuppofe that fool Stiri." 

" I few hini myfelf," anfwered Antony, 
cc they were . juft laying him on another 
" bed, when I went in-— he was covered 
" with blood/' 

" What again f" 

" Yes to be fure ; why, I did not tell 
" them half the truth." 

" He mufl have had a fine fall, indeed y 
u I have had many a tumble myfeff before- 
" now, but never one like this." 

Sophia now came, and told Buxar he 
might go home, and added the agreeable 
information, that the Landgravine forbid 
him to appear in her fight. * 'Till I. bring 
<* better news," faid he, and harried home 
as faft as he could. 

Albert was extremely vexed, when he 
heard that Rife was informed of his dan- 
ger ; and wrote a note to her, at midnight* 
in which he informed her, on his word of 
honour, that he was out of danger. He 
really was better ; the giddinefs was confix 
derably abated, and he was able to breathe 

more 
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more freely than he did an hourbefore, when 
each attempt to do fo, was followed by a 
flxeam of blood. 

Albert's note had the defired effeft on: 
Rifa's mind;' flie kifled it, and went to 
bed : and, entirely to remove her fears, 
Sophia fent early the next morning for the* 
furgeon who attended him ; ipoke to him 
iirft, and then introduced him to Rifa, who* 
impatiently inquired, if Major de Norden- 
ihild was out of danger.. 

" Entirely fo," replied the furgeon; but E 
u own, I was at firft under great apprchen- 
u lions on his account, owing to the pro*- 
** digious quantity of blood he evacuated 
** at fev^n different times/ 5 

" Seven times do. you fay !" repeated-; 
Rifa ; " why, my brother's death was oo- 
" cafionedby the burJfting of a blood ve£ 
44 fel,. and he died immediately." 

" YourHighnefs knows, thatconftitu- 
" tions differ extremely. 5 but I never yet 
<c * fbund^one fo good as the Major s is ; for 
u when I left him juft now, he breathed; 
."- fo freely, and fpo&s with fo, much eafe,, 
* that I really believe he could command! 
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" his regiment. If it depended on me, I 
€€ ihould have no obje&ion to his going 
€( out to-day ; but I fuppofe the prince and 
€€ the phyficians will not confent to it.** 

" Then his accident is known at court 
« already/* 

" It was known there immediately; the 
" king has ordered his own phyfician to 
€c vifit him every two hours ; and to neg- 
€€ left nothing, in the power of medicine, 
" to accelerate his recovery. As foon as 
4 ' the prince heard of it, he came to town, 
4t and has not quitted his bed-fide for a 
€( moment. *' 

Rifa made the furgeon a handfome pre- 
fent, and defired he would continue his at- 
tentions to the Major ; and particularly 
begged of him to magnify his danger, left 
he Ihould negle<ft himfelf, and thereby oc- 
cafion a relapfe. She likewife rewarded 
her fervants for their broken reft ; nor was 
Buxar forgot — Ihe begged his pardon, for 
the unkindnefs of her expreffions, and in 
the fullnefs of her joy, almoft embraced 
him, the firft time Ihe faw him. She* ac- 
knowledged the kindnefs of her friend, in 

conceal- 
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concealing from her the extent of Albert's 
danger, which fhe owned Ihe fhould not 
have been able to have fupported. 

" O Sir ! " faid Buxar, when he returned 
home, ™ I do not know what to make of 
u the Landgravine, flie feems almoft out of 
u her wits for joy ; for when I told her you 
" had flept well laft night, and was much 
" better, Ihe laid hold of my arm, which 
" Ihe graTped in fuch a manner, that I be- 
€i lieve it is black and blue. I would ad- 
" vife you to take care of yourfelf, the firft 
" time you fee her ; for when I only men- 
" tioned your name, her eyes fparkled fb, 
" that they made me wink. I have juft 
" kiffcd her hand, and Ihe was not the leaft 
" angrywithmeforit; and I verily believe if 
" I had been younger, and only a little bit 
" noble, I fhould have ventured to have 
€< kiffed her cheek, although, by fo doing 
€€ I had rifqued being hanged the next 
" moment." 

. Albert perceived the blifs that was in 
flore for him, and his heart was alternate- 
ly agitated with impatience and joy. Rifk 
was the fubjed of his waking thoughts and 

midnight 
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midnight dreams ; yet fometimes would his 
fancy reluctantly ft ray beyond the blifsful 
hour that' awaited him, and when it did, 
he was involved" in a labyrinth of chaos 
and darknefs. 

In about a week Albert was perfectly re- 
covered from his indifpofition.; no fign te- 
mained of it, but a palenefs, the natural 
eonfequence of the lofs of fo much blood; 
He, therefore, fent word, that he fhould- 
appear on the parade the next morning; 
the reft of the day he knew he fhould be 
obliged to devote to his friend, and the 
evening to the king. Shall I, or fhall I 
not, fee Rifa at cour/t to-morrow, was the 
bought ever uppermoft in his mind. If* 
fiie is not there, I fhall be alone in a crowds 
and' if fhe is, what violence muft I do to- 
my heart, to addrefs her with the refpe&fut 
coolnefe etiquette demands : was our firft 
interview but over, or was it to be any. 
where, rather than there — fuch w^re Al- 
bert's reflections. Buxar, the echo of his 
mafterV thoughts, repeated them to So- 
phia ii* the evening, whth he told her,. 
the Major intended going out the next day* . 

Mot 
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Not that he was Albert's confidant ; but 
his fphinx's eye had discovered his wifhes-,; 
and he was glad to feej that Sophia, 
was not averfe to occafioning the Landgra- 
vine an agreeable lurprife. " To-morrow 
u will be a difagreeable day to jtny mailer," 
faid he, " not one hour of it will he be 
" able to call his dwn ; nor will he have it 
'< in his power to k do what I know he- 
" defires." 

€ * I underfland you, feid Sophia, but 
" fuppofe he was to come here this even- 
" ing." 

" Why fo he can, for fome of our regi- 
"ment are upon guard at the gate : but 
" you know he otight not to pay aqy vifits 
** till he has been at court." 

" If he £uts on a plain coat, who wilt 
" know him ?" 

44 If you think the Landgravine will' ex* 
" cufe his coming in an undrefs ;. he has a 
" hunting fuit, that has never been {qcu 
"here." 

" She is not particular, that will do ve*y. 
*' well; and I will/end Falk (aperfonthafc 
" I ihall foon have the honour of iutror 

ff dupiog 
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€t ducing to my readers) to wait for him at 
« the back door/* 

" We will come by Finkenhain Mills, 
" and be here at any time you pleafe to 
€€ appoint." 

« At nine, I think ; but how am I to 
" know whether you come or not ?" * 

" You may depend on our being here 
"before the clock flrikes. I am fure no- 
" thing will prevent my matter coming, un- 
" lefs the prince fhould fpend the evening 
" with him ; and in that cafe, I will come 
" back, and let you know." 

It was a cool evening, and Rifa left the 
garden earlier than ufual. She and Sophia 
feated themfelves, with their kniting, in a 
faloon that looked into it. " How many 
" hours will it be before I fee him ?" faid 
flie ; " for I cannot go to court to-morrow, 
u that is determined ; how fhould I be able 
" to fee his pale emaciated face, without 
u difcoveringmyfentiments ? for you know 
" Buxar fays, he looks ill, and I am cer- 
€€ tain he does not own half the truth." 

" He will, with your afliftance, foon re- 
u cover his looks : befides, a lover ought 
" to look pale." 

^Ianj 
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" I am glad to fee you fo cheerful, it is 
€€ more than I am ; for I cannot reconcile 
" myfelf to the idea of his going to court, 
<c before he has feen me : the congratula- 
" tions he will receive there, will not be 
" half fo fincere as mine." 

u That I fuppofe he knows, and there- 
u fore wifely referves the beft for the laft : 
" the fight of your Highnefs will cure the 
" fpleen he will be affe&ed with there-— 
" what objection can you have to that ?" 

" A great one ; for by his doing fo, I 
" lofe a whole day. — But Nordenfhild is 
" too much a man of the world, to fin 
" againft etiquette ; as it is the faftiion to 
" appear at court firft, he muft needs be a 
" ilave to it—But I wifli I had thought of 
" it when Buxar was here — do you think, 
" Sophia, if I had invited him, he would 
" have come ?" 

" Why not," faid Sophia, looking at 
her watch. 

Falk, at that moment, opened the door, 
and faid to Sophia, " I fhould be glad to 
" fpeak to you, Madam." Rifa inquired 
if any thing was the matter ; and Sophia, 

turning 
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turning to hfer, faic^ " Is your Highhefs 
" difpofed to fee company this evening ? u 

" O Sophia! Sophia ! what have you 
"done?" 

" Endeavoured to fulfill the wifli of my 
" friend." 

" Is it he ? tell me, my dear Sophia — 
" how my heart beats : but leave me, left 
" the fight of my happinefs fhould occa- 
" fion a tear of hitter recollection to min- 
" glc with my joyful ones." 

a 1 leave you to weep ; but be aflured, 
* my heart will ever ihare your happi- 
"nefc." 

As Sophia left the room at one door* 
Albert entered at another. Rifa, as fbon 
as {he faw him, flew acrofs the room into 
his arms, and exclaimed, " My dear Nor- 
46 denfhild." Albert was furprifed ; for much 
as he expe<5led from this interview, he lit- 
tle thought it would begin in a manner, that 
his moft fanguine hopes fcarcely flattered 
him it would end in. He knew he was not 
indifferent to the Prineefe ; but that the 
beauteous Rifa, who was come to Nordia 
to afcend a throne, would (hew her love 

in 
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in fo unequivocal a manner, was more than 
he could expedfc. He prefled her to his 
bofom, and perceived innocence arid truth 
damped on each lovely feature : the palpi- 
tation of her heart, his own told him, was 
occafioned by love, that demanded a re- 
turn. — Her dove-like eyes were fixed on 
him with a look of mild benignity, that 
limit have humanized a tyrant's heart-—* 
her lips feemed to afk the kiis of reciprocal 
love, 

I beg my readers will not imagine, that 
Albert refle&ed as long as I have been 
writing, or they reading. No, a fingle 
glance was all that pafled, and their hearts 
embraced on their trembling lips. Rifa,. 
difengaging herfelf from his arms, faid 
€C thelaft time I faw you, Major, I thought 
" you dead ; I little expe&ed then to en-*. 
" joy a moment's comfort again," 

" Death is the puniihment my prefump- 
" tuous love deferves — I am in yourHigh- 
" nefs's power, pronounce my fentence." 

" It has long," faid Rite, preffing his. 
hand toherfeeart, "been pronounced here!** 

" What 
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*• What is become of the Landgravine 
" of Hulm ? for I only fee the amiable, 
« lovely Rifa. 

€€ And I may inquire where the haughty 
" Nordenihild is ? who ufed to expert his 
" moft trifling attentions to be repaid with 
"love." 

" I thought my heart had once before 
" felt its power, but if what I then felt 
" was love, this is celeftial blife. — Dare I 
" fay, my Rifa!" (embracing her.) 

cc Yes, my dear Albert, for my heart 
"has been your's everfincethefirft timelfaw 
cc you ; tell me, if your penetrating eyes 
4< never difcovered the power you had 
"over it?" 

" I was fo dazzled by the (plendour that 
" furrounded you, that I did violence to 
€c my inclinations, and endeavoured to 
" conquer niy afpiring wifhes, yet my re- 
" fnt&ory heart refufed to liften to the 
" di&ates of reafon, I therefore continued 
" to hope, when 1 ought to have defpaired. 
" And even now, when I think on your 
" elevated fituation, and compare it to , 

"mine " 

" Do 
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" Do not then think of it, Albert— 
" I beg of you to forget it — forget 
"every obftacle that may prefent itfelf 
" to your too inventive fancy. Only 
" remember that you are mine, and 
" that no power will ever prevail on" 
'* me to alter my refolution. Your father 
u is a nobleman, fo was my, grandfather, 
'* our rank therefore is nearly equal ; and 
" fuppofing it was not, would it not be 
" the height of folly to exalt myfelf be- 
u caufe chance placed my anceftors on a 
" throne ? Befides, the leflbn the beft of 
" fathers often taught me, flill remains 
" deeply imprinted on my mind : € it is 
'• not birth, but innate worth/ would he 
u frequently fay, f that conftitutcs a prince; 
' it is that which exalts him, no^ his inhe- 
'writing his father's throne." 

u It is not the glare of Royalty that 
« either frightens or attracts me. But, 
" Rifa ! adored Rifa ! I lament my want 
•* of merit to deferve worth like thine." 

" That you poffefs already; not becaufe 
" your power over every female heart, is 
" almoft unbounded, but becaufe the 

"worthy 
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c< worthy efteem, the worthlefs fear, atid^ 
4€ the villain hates you,— Here is my hand, 
w Albert ; conftancy till deatli ftiall be our 
<c motto—- have you courage to pronounce' 
" a vow, that I expedi to be as binding as 
« a promife made to a friend ?" 

« Conftancy till death V 9 , repeated Al- 
bert, and prefled hqr hand to his lips ; 
they then embraced as two heroes who 
meet in the field of battle, and are deter- 
mined to conquer or die. They were now- 
recovered from their firft tranfports, and % 
began to feel the happinefs that had before 
appeared like a delirious dream ; holding 
one of her hands in his, and his other arm, 
thrown round her waifi, they entertained ' 
each other with relating their paft and pre-- 
fent fenfations. Sometimes a thought of 
the future would obtrude on Albert's mind,- 
which Rifa endeavoured to chafe .away by 
faying, " you know that nothing but death 
" can feparate us, therefore to what par- 
" po.fe is anticipating, or anxioufly in- 
" quiring into futurity, which will only 
4€ embitter our prefect moments ? I am 
" certain it is Rifa, not the Landgravine, 
,3 " you 
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ALBERT DE NORDENSHU/D. 167 

** you love, an<J as you cannot lbfe her, 
" what fignifies tormenting yourfelf about 
" other obje&s ?"— " Oh ! had I but the' 
" power," replied Albert, " to vivify the' 
" dead, your brother fhould be the firfl: to 
" feel it, for who can tell but the world 
" may fay, that Albert ftrove to gain Rifa's 
€ * heart to gratify his ambition.** 

" Of what confequence is it to us what 
'< the world may fay, as long as I am con- 
" vinced to the contrary ? I am unac- 
* 4 quainted with the laws, but not with 
" the avarice of the great, and therefore 
" fuppofe they will do all in their power 
"tooppofe us: — well, if they will, let 
" them deprive me of my poffeflions, 
c< they cannot deprive me of you. I 
4 * think y^u once told me your father had 
" a pleafant country feat ?" 

« He has feveral." 

" Then I am fore he will give us one ; 
" we will retire to it, Albert, and our 
" days will pafs in tranquillity and peace, 
" without waiting a ligh or a regret for 
" the deceitful fplendor we have re- 
"< noirnced/* 

«It 
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l63 ALBERJT J>E NORPEN#HCLD. 

v " It is a pity/' laid AJbert* looking at 
her wity unazemeht, " that you* am iiejt a 
*? man, for they that- haare courage So <lofe 
t€ every thing, haw courage io wiiv evety 
"thing." -v i " 

"They that love like me, will # fcaft 
" have courage to attempt every, thicg. 
*'. For the prefent, Albert^ we will jendea^ 
«f vour to affumc the appearance . df iri- 
* difference ; butihould the > world difcd- 
" ver our afFe&ion, and perfecute us for 
" it, we will evade their malice as long a& 
" we can ; but remember, not a fentiniferit 
" of revenge fhall harbour in our bofottis v $ 
" I will retain my prefent dignity as kttig 
" as I can do fo, without being. guilty 6F 
" meannefs or deceit, but when I find 1 
" can do fo no longer, will relinquifh it 
" with indifference* and feek a world 1 of 
" happinefs in your arms." 

Sophia now entered the room ; as fbon 
as'Rifa faw her, ftie embraced Albert, and 
haftily exclaimed, " he is mine, Sophia ! 
"I have wept many hours with you, how 
" I hope you will rejoice with me. Do, 
€ ( Albert, afllire her of it, fbrta hear the 

cr repe- 
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',<- t*p#i*^fr«*ywf %s;^l add to my 
<* fkafito'V*'' Yes," *aid£<^v" yw 
^/itttOl .^wqi^ie *ne iu 4he4*aty, > L-began 

«« theipfoie ,4381*40 djumfngr light/' , 

41 You are - trappier/', iai^n Albert, em? 
tatcing thou) both, " tha& I am, Rifa, 
<5 for you haw 4 ftiead toib*ra your joy, 
u bat I, poor ialitary beipg, bave.no friend; 
^ in whom I could confide; is your heaf fe 

* capacious enough, Mift do Sternberg, to, 
^contaiauabothr 

. "Jt i*i,r replied Sophia* " that pqght 
i* to .^fk if there is ropm in your's toad- 
Cf mit jof- friendship atprefpnt ;-Rifa has 
" kmgbeld the frit place in mine, apd 

* you and fee are npw infeparable-" 

" Why muft; , afked Albert, J^guiUg 
hpr, " merit, , like yo^'a, tafte the hitter 
«,< cup of &ffli#^r,/ " ., . 

.... .7 What ^ jpn <jibpu^..Spphia ?" . ftid 
JZ t \&,:<'.l$t jine^ady^fc you $qt to fuffe* 
«; Albert' 8 embrace^ jf you \y;ifh to pjeferv^ 
" ^our cpnft ^19$ tp Herman.** 

< < \ bid defiapo&tp him, and every other 
Y mas," anfwpred Sophia, returning thp 
ialutption of Albert. 

Vol.1. I Tcaia 
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ttt> ALItn fe£ KOft*EHtKfU>. 

Tests flajrted von} her eyeias At fpolpe, 
fteheta Iter handkerchief to theVti, ied 
*o»Sn£ ieTfee roota. ' Alb^tf&etfot 
fiwWai!uie*$ei^ 
pity jlbut' ^18^ tijMVM^ 
ttas itfc&etf to fc''2Bft tfftHftjtff^ 
the tear of feteVea? a«»n%ouia f $fe% 
flo^«5 with herV J&IMf'MBgtifc 
l^lieiriinfortdBate4^W^Si ~ " 
t may ttkewftetio i6^ < t^$Ma^^ 
f^fime)imttv!ienfl»isi^wto qr % * 
of her narration, in 'w^fee d< 
how flfe found her in '&£ Stf&S ft 
JfenheimV aM&e/erfief^fM •; 
filete, Albert 1 tould ^poft'fftto \i _ 

m defirea- her to fi&'^rfygwff 

time," Willie was better dt^&fe 1 WW 
ttetdeof *oeT .;";• ' f* fl u sm ;| 
Sophia's ffory had equally an^e<t Al- 
bert and Rha, they^fc^a %p gtf*-*** 





m% «* I fuppofe you Jfiiri* the' fid pry 
« Ihatejuft ^rtfat^nWfee asijwefee 
* to onr*s; w 'si deep-i^K'Was A\bertVan. 
fwer. '"NoP con^nued jne, «&rl 
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f .#ou have a h,ome J»: go to, antf 



»«■ 



£ocr Herman, indeed i" njieatodAU 
t*af $ : .*« ; I ^annot exprefi to you i»QW in- 
^ toefted 1 am in his fete, I tfuf&U f<*anwt 
" as limine wa» nearly connected with^i^ 
» ;^ 1 bdoved Rifa!" laidhe, cla^g 
h»|;arin> ^about fier, " my heart . j>eata 
« v f gjjiici^j^ the found of his name, ,tpU 
" me if you can, what can, be, the nw»/»-> 




« if the had^nevar loved ; and.now le£ n* 
" t'ajjjk of fomething clfe}* 
• r ' la "RuVs 
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tjt ALBERT BE VORBSlTOfrLltt » 

j- ' .' ' ' ' ■ - 

. Rift's reafoning had the d&iredt eficKfc 
btt Albert, it calmed his perturbed; fpirk&i 
and > when they wer$ tolerably com pofed} 
titty re-fettled their former' plan of keeping , 
their attachment a fecret, and they afhnfed 
themfelves with thcfurprifelt would occa* 
fion when, difcovered. The , clock ftrucifc 
twelve, and Rift was forded to Obwn it 
was time for Albert to kaye.her. - '* I wf*U 
* c ilifengage myfeif as foon, a$d in thft 
" beft manner I cafr from Noitfia,** (^id 
fhe, 4i 'and; $s foon as I return Jq my awn 
** HuliD, you lhall be iriy ackhowkdged 
K httfbk6d ; but «r the mean time, let ua 
<* djideavour to 4 fupport every evil thii 
** may befal xxk with fortitude and patience, 
^TOr* believe mej Albert, discontent and 
**5frtomoi!t doubles every trouble/* Rii^ 
repealed her inftrdftions^ anci they parted- 
" fcuxar made a number of obferfatiora oil 
Albfert -us' they rode hbmer " He is drunl^ 
&k]^ 'thought he;; it ip 

%very odd he fliould'be'fo overtaken tct» 
** nigjbt-^ never &w him fil before*— he 13 
^iWich worfe than! aia^'Who hawdraijk 
ff $hrce.b0tdes of poit/v ForJJuxar could 
. 4 aflign 
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AUTERT 3>E TSOttDEJTSTflLlJ. *7$ 

affign no other reafon btit intoxication for 
bte mafter'ir reeling before he mounted his 
ftorfe, and riding ' against every tree he 
$ame to.. At laft: Albert fairi,' "he had 
w mife)6fc the "way/* and ordered Buxat 
to ride before him, and it was well he did 
fo, of moil likely he 1 would hav? arrived at 
his- Ibdgings with a bloody iioie ; but I be- 
lieve iftany of my readers would Tiaye been 
m the fame iituation as he was, if they 
tad jiift 'quitted a Rifa. 
- Rife awoke early; indeed, fte had 
Jiardly'flept at all, but her pleafing re- 
tfledVions compensated for the want of relf j 
flie clo&d; her £yes again, and endea- 
voured to recall to hci; mirid the Icepe of 
$16 'preceding evening, but finding it im- 
poftible 'fro compofe herfelf, ; fhe arofe and 
&ulitered^bout the garden, where Sophia 
jftnttid her* 'dieSvas obliged to remind her 
•ftvertl titties 6( iik beitig time to drefs* or 
that th^fedlfei fhe had invited to -biefckfa& 
wbtfldcbmebbforS itxe tfas ready to re- 
ceifetheiii'. Her attteiitiarite eould ivoteon- 
cfeive What was 1 the niktter wife her,' for ill 
at ttnfce the g&itle Rifa : wis iteeomeia 
•* t -'* :% 1 3_ ' peeviflt 
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Maqa, h«fry?£#e femfn& 4i%»fer«* 

thought fhe had. done fometh«Qg« to^dit, 
J^ her Highntfs, .^Jajj^^ad^t.^ 
felt ih,e power <pf loye^ a^i was ^r^i^ 

%W^ $ & '*&$& e &®?& $& »f ft 
different minds. *U^.. %?» . k^offefc 

^reffi^ro<^, f And wp^t ^ift.tbgr^o^n, 

wljere, asioon as ffce . ^ptjcr e^U, ., ihp r $x* 

<^jmed .with, raptur^ '« hffe.it, w^ ( ..i% 

' ^ this Jppt, that, he firft call$ ijW. ( Rj^-n 

" his, B^fa . 1 ; No_ one. can. nronounce, ioy<v 

'^4 Rtfa as. h,e dflfifcr-^ha); e*£t$$ve. 

«<>jres > he, has! tfcey fceja to fgeal?.;^ 

'feelings of his foul, How.haBBjt.^afl^ 

<* ,.h)r, when without rej^faint I can doclfpe. 

«^to ^ wprld bojsc lnu^.^.loYC^bnifc^-. 

i when^'he wi^o^^b^ob^)* 



$ni£nora *•• & 1 " c^* 1 /* 
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^ocffiuy; 1 aSithat e^'o^'kneVand 
^ffiiiied ;; Ay hapjnhdjA-^^And yet, - 
fii^Sophik; wfeo M&m&^&V /poke the 
lift woMs, "you "hive 06^ tommunU 
^cateapany of it to poof'Kfcirfa, *J*>i| 
*^%lhg;^nat baa your Hi'ghne6 done to 

' * <J iliavcdoneiiothingtoher, upon my' 
* hotioar ; 1 oply dcfircd her to leave th<? 
'> tooia-4-bccaufe, SopHia— becaufe," j&fk 
fcifing her* « I wanted to be atone." 
, * ^thought ft *na feme ftdt trifle ; I 
<fcfuppbfe you fpoke haftily to her, which 
&~au61e the fimpktoa think you -wet* 
< f angry; and who can* bear Ri&'s duplea- 
^Tttrc r" • * 

- Maria was caDeoX and: Rife took bee 
kindly by the band, and afiured her <h© 
ttad/dbne nothing to.deferve her anger. 
*1* yoii'liad looked' at irie," continued 
ffi^' l ^yiu wottlfl have fcen that 1 wa& 
^iibparient, ' not' diiTpfeaftd: take the. 
** dtdk I told you 1 would wear this eveh- 
ai iit&i'-it% top 1 'gay^fiir me, but it wilt 
<*maJfe'you a'handfome wedding-gown,' 
"and witen flfo awatride/ tnink on flw 
.\.vi;:v. ' l4 "morning 
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"feorriittg I ; gave At. you^**witt • yoti'?? 1 ' 
Maria kflftd her hand; arfd^romifttFifof* 
wtiuid;/"'feppf}i4aria r -fcidtheEaEaW 
gravi&v^when Ate had fcFt ttie t68ftf, ,TI 
•« the caofe oif your fortoW is'^ahl^r^ 
«;mbve&:' .'.-<;-:;.- : .>" ^ /V" : * 

The fame caufe operates difFere'Mly^ll 
different foinds, 'fo it'was with A&ert, %¥[ 
he was in the beft*humour imaginable tKarc l 
morning; Every movement of his : reg8 
men t was right, and a$ they dire^ed tH^r' 
march the way that led to 'Rifati ^aIafcei Jfi 
their manoeuvres were' approved of 1!>y 
him. As he' returned io toton, he deter- • 
mined to call on Amelia, vJho was HJcl- ■*' 
wife removed to a countty houfe. at 'S3 ; * 
great diftance from Rifa's ; but he was ' i 
told at the gate that flie was gone to pay a 
vifit to the Landgravine, Albert was tai&P * 
when he heard it; for he khewiW $6Wa t4 
difcover the fecret that lie wifliedl io &£ \ 
clofe to her with the greateft precaution; 
by the pleafum tKat would'fpaffcte fa ftiik^ ' t 
eyes, and* tfafe thought paitfed* IHm^B*? ' 1 
trdmeljy feuthe ^as'agWteibly fu^a&r 
ill the evening fo/ee ffyesn efifef lh&*<&i&W*- 
I '*.:-• <• *■ ing 
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ifig^rpp^n^rdna. inprm ;Vt^iey ; walked uj>^ 
to^n^-apd 9ougratulat$d hitn oahisre^ 
cQverfo ;1 H^ thanked them in tfce pohteft 
nailer, ^f|d with as much calmnefe as he 
cotaldiM&tfle j theyleft hjib alrtloft immedi- 
ately, and loftUheifcfdves in the crowd.-, 
They frequently 'met him in 'the courfe. a£ 
thjp evening, and fom^times thdy ventured a^ 
ftQlen glance At each othery eXpfeffivdoB 
their teelings, and' a' momentary ppeflu^e 
of the hand, and 1 once- Albert whttjie*fcd to 
her,/* Tour angelic form has been the? 
«* kind*companion of my fl«nbewi' ,: THer •; 
cool ceremonious manner was, however,, 
what^hey both attempted, but ak«! without 
fticeeeding^ for the Arguseyes etf e&tir-' 
tiers are not eafil f deceived. Theii*affe&ed* 
indiffeflenee they loon perceived Was but* a- 
mjjik^ >pd Albert's prodigious attentions* 
an#? flattery to every fertiale He meVwete* 
too: glaring not to caufe fiifpicion. The' , 
Eai^g^vines intimacy with Amelia was* 
aYrolher c^ule of wonder, fhe Was> therefore'; 
the *i&p|£jfe# confident 1 ; but> above 1 all^^ 
jealpu^iad : dilcoyered ihe ft qlcn- glares; 

•:/" - ** " '■ t 5 ■ but 
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i^ftr 4«VMt**«fG*9l#ff*9i*A- 

; (hfeir Natofe apd,n«w Jte}fajrefWffifA 
awl* tbcy-A<wW\b« .a>fe j^xg^ ^f». 

a6M9$x:> "t For kayca's %^. ^%if foe. 

if* fee? Sia^J^SPlWiffti?,^ J»«* f i&PW* 
••*»» » , *il ° the 
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; «»*SiHi ifefla. dhmpl «|*himfetf : oh 
' ^B^ ; lj, kn^as his ty^f'ajte m>mp***bl$r 
'-ft&A c&tfie fifed -$q& '■<*# i^oftfeitvottr 
' *o J)toc^e tfibletiet to ijtejj$ our reader's 

^c^, -^d^^ttei? %U1 fc* gted to 
x 1uiby WAat'tfie contents of it may be, wit . 

ialj agffcdted Albert fo rtuchr-rbete it in j 
.« 'a ^^t ^ime pofiefled <tf R#f« haart, 
•^ia^ffedtet that yoar and liar *y« have 

« difcovered to. i6c ; aind lam, certain, 

1 ^iay ifeftrtaanto to Voow, that whatever 
"*? oofeyttufck. to yofar l*ppiae4 mt& add 
'^to^iiiw. ;'$&: tQ $are you the co»fu* 
: M fioft, aM royfeK titf pain of tearing Ms 
j; *ftiiktJ^i»qtkiog ai|>)^Q 10*0 ewcotiom 
J ^thatilhayetoiig formed, for vbtnyoa. 
' : «*a*&fc> Aifc fctoM", Alberts I Sfeft fcrre 
•'-'^it^toiwy 1 . -• a* ' l && ftp* after 
-^ftat^unf 1 Jhaxe afced, aad.gaii*dmy 
: « Irf&atf's >*miffi<«* to do fe; it fe» 
' « 16% ife&J^ infc*bb% fctf mafe my 
0,; •-. 16 ' "weak- 
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if 9 AftfttiUr ms ^nofftmvsHttuK 
<c V^eaJcrtefs wbenJowa^ th*4ovdwes<tea 
*' powerftriy andT* conquered my ffcxjfceirt 
4C i mfalutioii». ®4t :when i faw*thfefec£ 
" proqdr paffiaa that your ailt* Rsfifc eyta 
*Se&p*efied laft night, mytietefrainiitiori 
**•*» fixed nefoertefee*thd tfettfogfim 
Min Nordia 'agaki* Yoif 'intewrioti 
M pi calUtig -o» me t^memi*^Mk>f«fcig 
" will present my teeing itmfe thcare^ibr 
«' before the dawn of day, t hope to, be 
^ many leagues from itj I congratulate 
f € you. Albeit, 'on tbeconqueft yottli^ve 
,?« inadfc— the I*t*dgB»*iflfe ha* the befraf 
*f hearts, a heaxt that you * alaoe defisfyev 
?< and may, oh ! -may you! be as happy aft. 
f'lwiihyxroJ Not fa accstf^'yaiiaL mo*- 
«< ment's imeafineA, is %h*> dwCvtiAa* tf€ 
u my aMepting a^ylelf ;• 4 fcto whactivafliir^ 
" xne r that In^wever j*>bje*ifeiirie€k and 
f* goodj *is the hwdgnpte* jv fcatitliat 
^ r fome > little female wafric&^maty flitt 
?'l«yk in Wb#>m,.an4thattliediflin^ 
"* jgujihed friendfhip. yew* ' teeat mtf wptht^ 
If p»ay o^^^n. ar jealpu^ 
* hor :Worti, v wfrteh.: jaaqy :.. embfttei 4 4t 
« inoj^it that would ^thqpariibia^pi Welt 
. ■.* f •• 51 "devoted 
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^-dfawingTO^irif, 4keDeft»,i is a ^ttftioe I 
=5Hwfr'both you^aad xtory Whodfir virtues 
ftt/defovti and pofh& iriy&iettd&Sj). Far, 
^^ttemfore, borthe fetfifli wjfll rcniOTe* 
"from my. hearty topprchafe J>Idk&ie>'tJifc 
ff pfeaibte.' isit fteing jyaiH-Tiiia^) ra*hbr«let 
*f-mc ^tt B rtfwp - inctoatitMi to etifitrfe yokir 
^hapfrincfi^that is as&i- as defends :0a 
^*youcfel«fc$» rli fliafll retire td«y patertial' 

* eitateUfcLilberwinxi, .whea&I<arii defers 
vnmnB* to remain *iH the wotads.tfcjat 
^fftitt' bfaeA aiehealed v or ifiabfeiwe fca» 

* it'wti ooly ceafe to limd when ittenjfe 
*it» teat* \4H1 wy gfa6:afr«uce& meibaiimjr 
A« httimtfo'ct#ixty\b&i} riimok tq be- 
4 VaWe io create a aioflabnf* t»w»fio«fsL 
^Accept my thanks/ Alberty &T your 
'ffotoAititpy < aftd faryow* krec^-you have* 
"ghtoli ,rae no feafcn <£► *oitiplaflr> for 
**. yoo hlm^kcp^e^ofDi^^mi triads me 
«ak<<pmWetrkmxs& *, and afcb&ug|> aaotljer 
" peflfeflfe* ybur fteart, 70U 'Ittfe-ntftii& 

* miiJbchMe af one youtvow vwiafy o£ ' $ 
«;fi#ttea$itatio^^ nigbt— 
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aSa aai*** ** *o*JB*1#»iib. 

«' 1 ^xacefredjand «m*h***^14bx the, tfetf- 
*f cety'Qfi}rovfc y?db««Sog8*— il.waa^i^.W' 
* lexpe&^JtoiiLyoa* . an&'&daoactooofr 
^Irary. bekaakWjNould haw {ptad3J»e> 
¥exv*»ehjr$- to pn>ts< 1 ato ?iuifcdt)t- 
« grate&i, 1 k*re you to 00307*, liiitftf- 
«f tucked, the ftofctyofyaa? Ri&ioi&afitfy 
"heart tett* me, k wnadbfivifogiaf tytfu 
Vfhan f am. fiats, : Atfafet! iAtoor^ > 1' 
«f tremble when I thiak. oik Ifcej (dragon 

* that finround you? yanckaKto&abtD}'* 
«. jewel that was intend e d ita-oanaiflopt t 
•*• Novdia'a dfodem*^riecd -IwC—liiptyiott 
*awlJfay»bewaie.! Jtffmearibespkifreatier 
« to eonqoea thanrota^ya^ottBimcs 
"am ntnneaooe, , atot • thBy* wafraiarfteety 

* oppoMnoito to to4ahr,youoiFiaeuagaart!7 
«*• heaven 4b»& dart yoor Jottavinejrraof -be 
«* the rodk<mwhkh,you%l^ Yocwijex- 

* treme ihtimae> wkhHt&a^w another 
**■ tanfe othatoe^ arid axeofe mc/> Aftwtt, 
« when 1 :%' yo*» afei to* Mioatttiooa in 
^yoocexgffcffibnft Ubaut'haiaj -J Tatoppffle 
^himwithtooai»^'wa«fltivtoM«ifci^- 
<imie9, ^hoa»Tii<i*iy aaApowerfk^'an* 

^ **** htWiUw»tbe abto toy ^*«m fcifcV 
** I ' « fclf 
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~4kfc? AMV SSbu IMUMW tmfi ft J# v vVlj 

Hikefo*e»b«l* abj&tp/fml^&r&jagds, 
^iai«lA» *I;*iifc/ /EoraWwHjgkA***'* 
<fciufa*iB UMflhfidbjcagcv l|i^toMftHtgioa> 

tttag/of yoi jBriicuiflsly *i> bowftre'of > my 

«-inkApacl«nck;'ScDdf , they otfvff nwftrfor- 

•« jg^BBiJAat the firft for your, flefefiftg to- 

^lb Jtooly a*& the laite* for repaying 

;;«fHhd^kd>Kuict«iwith.oontBmptii Berifcaps, 

]j^bu*mer,lmalK.i]feof too £wctbfaaj);ek- 

u^wS^arwbcw I iay < eavknnpb.': .Buf 

^ hawwrt c i rtwt mpy be, jwfcn. ftfejpxb 

>*ffenfcl£aegfedfei for a»o*ber, apxyhat 

viHh«i1n»ao"bd{M^i>£;guaw)gt w retailing 

-^■ttagfle irighto bouagfeJk . £fee. i« ano- 
•ft thwr feafon for my wifcln&ip !kj»*>e J>U>r- 

< Aft&as; idwr&ve vrW *K*fifeWt-,fr> h$»» and 
;*>dhtai fte ha»diftorer#d ym*flfliW9 for 

, ,'« Ae *riocicl%>in^ has^flp faH >fr ** 
ftsfpwtf tori«itatff ; m&,flg»uiA jou^tf 
fAhen<^appa^aaopjt, w»,«^e^ Tften 

.» ,#> ifc $^s*tei$9*»ft^%*^ Was 

''•,»*<-.. "not 
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" dTcape fifefing thmcflfeft* ofilrilr.' refefriti ♦• 
<«meM^lbtftat>#kac»^ * 

" fea^yeiv Aftwrt, m *he powm<4^fmt 
"efcemie^-wouldl (xwW/<rqnc©At:,jro^ 
" from their malice, by biding yoiirfiflwpy^ •* 
<* heart, there yon wwldbeiafe,' other*' 
« wife I k^e Nor$a;witb?uk a'jfcgpcttf 
" for in ray happieft xwmcnteI<chd*3&0WLr^j> 
" edto amriftom my thoughts tq<*tf f<rpn~ ;v 
"ration, whtdl 1 kfcesr w/tald happe# M 
" fome time car other. Acfiev^^tfiorefor^ 
" beft of fricadv andrtfc*;.orilyjf p*rha£s* . 
" the laft requdH Jbimfc tfMOtajkt JKW*: fs^ -.j 
" not tli lepine M : my nabfeiic^^bdfcye- T 
« raev it is betta.for astotl* Tte**ol- 
«* le&ion of yqmr tove wUl et$ri>e<fe*jfjto» 
"me* itrtyiU dufam$Aope\j[hwcto9^ >\ 
enl'mea nly ftM**k.,<i fctxpcrft 4f£#«* i; 
tpfFd^to»#& f «n^^ , 

« vilwh npthi©gj will We. po^er tc*d#~y 
« tu»b, ,but the $m*wM$fc^ &t^i? r ,. 
f? nbt*s fcappx 9$ l^de^e§^Ml4f4aifVa> 
* *H&* i^tabe*, ^ Eq^b^^ ypwrJ^&^ 
« f<M? fflp,; i^n^ &^p6;|fc*>^ I* v 

€< a^^TOW$ty t Jffl^^ . t .£ 

— mrv»; x ^flxipi 
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a ^erfcaa^i^twchotfe^r; but if it i* 
* " btff d£fttoy fe»#**ieet * agtl0, raay/weba 
" happi^ ; . I ^tkaft, than I annat this 
"nKimenfc" : f-. ; - : 
- : V _. ... u » t ..,'» ' ..f, Aj«WA.| f v . 

AlbfcrtV hcftttwaedeeply wounded by 
AmeJ^letterfrtthe toftd long known hdt 
worthy bttf it now presented MtM to hint 
in its ftiH j extent He ^ccufed himfclf of 
ingratitude to her ; the ^thought made hinx 
wretched, «nd occfcifioocda .glooift an$ 
Vne4firieft^ that evdn Riff's psefence could 
not; always difpe!. ■ It w.afg long before Mr 
owctar •fo^dr' thd <»ufe it, and lhew^d iefc 
tbelldfer, whicjh coft ber many a tear:! 
fhe^fito^eroratfeH^ by* 

tf)e-^fl\itaiTce, that her loye^wai at feafl^ 
equal Wthht amTaWeivwomaas^and that;' 
by imitating beryirihwft, $ie lioped;in timei' 
torbcyaderving:#ClJb3 :\ . -* :»;'• ■«"..** 

^iftkf.ldfitiavin^tflrtf what -is gfcwgw*** 

e^urtr? there t^ ' 

dferiftfiTd ^ak'beobhicfte dfa$e$ dTuhivw-^ 

ftlfiatW*^it^^ 

i -i«A fvsrora 
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Mtrn htiMbm&Umy and the' onljr«$ 
tb^ain^HPfaVotfr. wa*4o prdpoie a plfih* 

tfee iiillttence lite Wad^er fttf ^& 3 'a$& 
which fecrcifed Bail^ ; : a^'tjle V«^ *$ 
their flight advance*. j A^^iiaeW ' 
Hiey pretended k td"haw ) &fcoWedj ^feat 
He^or carried on with attttttrit c8M?W& 
which, at Albert wa» hi? to^AehMfAH^ 
Ike nmft be acquainted wkk, : wa«toft ife 
kid &* them: both, aad JiitcsWhich : ^wW 
Aought tKey nwtf* jfeil. iWy oppd*^ 
aity, therefore, of inffilling the fteds^of 
iblpfcton into Arno's mind wa» greedfy 
Anaed: but Albert ieemed protected by an 
ibviflble power; for often, when hfaene- 
flfieslhougbt they hadreafon to &^&°at 
the foccefe of their macbmati6ri, v 'w^eii a 
$nV or an innuendo they nad'gtvetf ^b© 
pWeedihg evening, ha*appekred tftlMtti 
awakened Arno's fidpicionsr andthey^ 'm 
confequence of it, we«<d^1ringtnefr'cltt>l 
flttat* with doable reWk vwwH Alfcei* 
pay Jh^mortingVifit W*e king, akd'rc-. 
OQMiieu^ooftoftta.^}endihip; fb$thc 
Oate^hija aJway» di^ellad doubt ffitok 
— L **"..; Arno's 
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iJfiim T^fr fPWd ,he. chained V\*\ 

'«•#?#**» apd,are flick tygnwpV a*J¥4tff> 
*J ^ abk tft % a trap #£ a wjpF ,tQ fi^J, 

" *KW^wU$&c3f f-rrft^ift a ; wotpan trac* 

^^i,.^ ih torn? ^ pj? r #» .&*. 

:*nA and 
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and once/ wfiftft he wag there, Bniarftcfocf 
at the door of the houfe, \&iete ihey lodged? 
in fownVxfckmrrg Ids gttir, mid* whHttingt 
& march ; Tor his ma'fter had Ordered Mn* 
tb fcavesrpeti-krfife ^ound'lriVhd mornt nfgy 
and as he fanfcied every ththg a j>rep&t&tfon* 
fpr waf,* he* had that, and wa^ ; £efting 
Mmfelf in Veaduteft for it He^d^ae 
flood long, before two 'men paflfed the 
d&ot, | who, when they fev* him, ! flopped/ 
and alked him fthrferal indlflfetent queftions*;' 
*n<tat JalP bfegan t6 talk of the Major, whom* 
they ^raifed ih the* moft extravagant man- 
ner, andinquiredifhewasathbme. "N&, # * 
Was Jhixar's ahfwer.— <f Where id he gone ' 
« to ?'• faid one of them. Buxar's atten- 
tion bad hitherto been too much Engaged 
with Kis guri to miadtheta; bat he n<te# 
Xeukta ap, and pferceteedthfe gibbet atokrff 
ih tkeir -feces. fHieir n'antes were Fappl£ 
a|nd Strict; and united -as they werfr in 
wlcfcednefs, they foon after 'were ih derath; 
add Suxar had the feti&fd£ion of feeihg 
tttemtikinf t* thepkoedf cx^tion^ <wth 
fcmetaore nuM&itia.) « I und«fland 
• «• you 



d by Google 



^.thcYToog A**t ? " > ; , ■ .„ ,; I0 ^, ;', ...;, ■ 

* afluijg ,a Viiytl- cpiejftion-^ wilL -you^nk 
**. a -flflun, matter ;J" - (ax$ i» took. ^ifoP 1 ^ 
out of his pocket.) . <• . , . .. *... r . ^ 
4, Bu$ar* " Yes/ ifJfi? good for ^ythfi|g# 
V font is not thp firft time that a king aijd a 
*' #}gue have drank together ; why* thew* 
''/one, njay not yon, and* I ?}' . 

JPtygfa f Xhat is a g<^od joke ; why, 
u you have as much wit as fome poeto 
"have." ' t ■. .'. , •"..'■:• 

.. ^mc* " Xou may think it a joke if you 
'• wHk but I fay it in earneft." . ,, y 
' StrirjL (Putting the bottle into his peer 
kot) " But how. happened it, th^t y©W 
•'rtiafter went out without you to-nigfyfc-^ 

* he feldom does ? — is he alone ?" . , u 
: Buxar. «< No." ,\ . : . , f. •» 

* &rtV*. "'Is Ruih, or Stiri, go;ne wift 
-him?" ■■( /,\.- .;; I .- '.-:'.' Ivm 
! Jftumr. ]* Nei&ei^^hem ,; . I?u<i (pfli«fc? 
« il)g46 his fabre)^ 4fc<jj&qBrf^^ 

Fappk. " And fo, nobody i* with him?". 

Buxau 
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*9* *%*mwyoi§B.mhv. 
> ^m*m--- Qui 'j^flsaa^ '"iti>m'fy$ 

* da-far yotfiBWh .™ * «*' ; ■{fat&itx>mnu ho 

rfc** -«> JikfeV t^t'Wari^tftJt I 
<*ain -not afraid idif'yoty' fealt'thaBSi' 

- -mat ^-thek istte tioaH feaMa^ 

.*Hi^ny:itidreinit. H - - :'•'■•'' ^efom :5 
,-'. Bt»ar took 1hft bottfe, and iindaif *ft 
«^fy,' ftww irathftii. « I bellc^'y^u 
**e bfct 111 t»id fifr yoW bun*nefl/%£ 
^imferable dogs » faid fce. " ™ ' - * K:< t 
; ^Whktdoybiimean, fetid** &»&£ 
*ne df them, arid ifiruck at him; ! $a£a£ 
^MWflfc-TflW,' and i^h^neg 
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He we;t in, and fhut the door in%£ 
fc»*Jb«%Wn ^oug^t of the ^ W n, 

tore ***«tt-itf&^^ 



Rufh 



Kgffli \&l\ he a0tpf4 *> #*** «•«* -ind 
effinnnfcdiatdy; Bu^,anwH}<yfhhhil6* 

cdgun, another. •<...'- 

v jjjty the xifw^n tone, A$eit tat hvan ar* 
l»u^ |»TthRi& andSo|?b«. , « ¥ou ( pr<* 
** mifdd me r . (fa^jtime age,? itidhi^ttt 
<bc jabber, " to teU mc the tcafea <rf\Jbe 
*< melancholy that w marked onfalfc'a fta* 
<< tUa»; •€ »e?pry*dfcftwWmlook ehanArf, 
" J^tt^lcfij- lftnile.-^Do, Sophia* ttil jaa 

pM* looked at jdpe Landgrovitt* ,> whtf 
■BSjgJJ *&$* *** tofctisfy, hia««*to%* 

wm u*Win£ that an owning* dqvp^ed 
«> ; 3fit^%onia beclouded by her tear* 
J$£3es; a^pprtain fopethtag told, hereto 
i&aW m»«Jh 'rff ^gfefia*, .fi* that btf&ir 
iffi3& happy hours were r^erved foy felt** 
XfoKiia. ' - , ,~ j ,.>uj «v 

' ^Fait^'^Ssf^'nif^f^iil* 
* ready attra&ed j««x attention, *fittdei £* 
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^Ailftnore, when t'tellyou* Ikat aflfetf 
*ydafoagfr,' hdwab.thrltedei<ollakioto^ 

* rioia ; T>aiid<df' robteft* Whtifeufcpred*. 

* tants of Huftn, and t^ ifteighbocmiig 
^cbtthtrfes, ^ltf/fear«*dtem>r; Dutihg 

* 'the tail 'war, wfeilft foe* was engaged » in 
^deferiffingliiBootintiy, a combin**iohK>f 

* nrifcrtimfete events r entirtety deprived 
^fiimbftiiscftatc, whiohyaHhoughim*IV 
f* trtraa efqual Ibliis wartts,— *Hie *vjfe lapv 
" gutthed' ai artliftanee Aomr him, under 
«* the Accumulated evils of poverty And 
*tfteknefe, whidrlie vms incapable* o*** 
f c :lieving :*— < and Ms onfyfoo, the datfli&g 
* of his heart, ftafered an* igneauftioos 
" detftfc: for he, after in vain, imploring 
«*fhe i^rfrfty^f ^heafllto«it to relieve' a 
^parek, whri? ^a^'dyitt^ far wantf mat 
" dete^d' ia dealing fom^ corn fifomr 
"a'terater,* tyho^bcrt^iulidur'befQf^.had 
w "*icfWkdf«or gfte tiirii a/piice offaead^Ul~ 
14 though he had implored it:on>fa^ knees; 
" Such reiterated misfortune*, at firft* neat* 
«< ly^dtpfwed'hiin : o$ his iertes,;* rtfcdtife* 
** %air was thea^tegdaa^ 6£ retronin^nsr* 

"fon. 
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V £>i*. Ip a ,paroxyfm x>f it, he aflbciated 

V with a band of cobbers, whofooncfrofe 
'li^forthetr^hief; and the wholecpun- 
" try trembled at bis name, (a dreadful 
*f f w<pe the crimes that he, and this lawleft 
** €tetf committed. But. every thing that 
'* immediately, belonged to the Landgrave, 

V -(Rtfa'a father) was.facred to them* and 
tf ^tath.wQpJd have been the punifhmeni 
y*G£?biflv<wi)Q had fhot either a hare, or a 
"$*rtfidge» $n his domains : for once* 
« iwbilfbjfrtlk was in the fervice, he, in a 
*5 ftataaf intoxication, had behaved in fo 
tfc ir^prq^r ( a manner to his commanding 
c A,f^Bctt^jthat he was fentenced, by a court* 
'< : fmvjfel $ A9 be fhot, but was pardoned by 
'Mfafcl^aadgrave's deiire. Some time after* 
** wards* however^ avarice got the better of 
H bis gratitude, and he fuffered hirnfclf to 
'frbediiued, for a large turn of money* to at- 
'f Jalftoate his former benefactor, the good 
" La,jGdgrave> I do not know who were 
" histdrapioyers, but half ^ million offlo** 
" rios were to be the reward of the mur- 
" derous deed It. was long before Falk 
" could determine ito perpetrate the crime 

. Vol. I. ^ - K «' hirnfclf, 
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194 ALBERT D£ NO1&0ENSHILD. 

** hiaifelf, but as two or three attempts of 
*5 his. adherents had proved unfiicpelsful, 
" he was forced to refolve, left his employ- 
",ers, impatient at the delay r might eijgag? 
*,fomc other porfon, and he lofe the pro- 
u miled reward, which was to be paid the 
*•' moment his death was afcertained — his : 
** refolution was therefore taken, and the. 
** iniquitous deed determined on. The 
** Landgrave, %vho loved his fubjc6ts with , 
€€ the affection of a parent, thought him- 
"■ felf fufficiently guarded by their love, 
" and therefore frequently travelled with 
c< very few attendants — this was the op- 
" portunity Falk determined to feize ; and 
u a, journey he knew the Landgrave was 
" foot\ to take, feemed to facilitate hisde- 
* € lign. When the wifhed, yet dreaded 
" time arrived, Falk followed him at fbme 
" diftance ; and to prevent his being no- 
" ticed, he often changed his drefs. One 
" morning he heard, at a public-houfe 
" where he flopped to refrefh himfelf and 
c * horfe, that there was to be a ftag hunted 
" in the afternoon, and that the Landgrave 
~ K was to be at the chafe^ and to fleep 
i " that 
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"" that night at a fblitarjr houfe in the 
* wood; which belonged to onfe fcf his 
*•* hutitfmeh. Palk put on a hunting ctrefs, 
"and tnitfed With the fervants 6f thte gc£- 
u tldmen who followed the chafe: he howe- 
a ver, with a watchful eye, purfued his' 
'* devoted prey, till he retired to the houfe 
u where he was to flecp : there he likewife' 
<c followed him'; no one paid any attention 
•* to him ; for as there was a number of 
" Grangers about, he paffed unnoticed* in 
<* the crowd. At midnight, when fieep 
" had clofed every eye> except that of aVa- 
" rice and cruelty, he arofe, and with a 
4i trembling hand, opened the door of 
(t Theflalo's apartment, and with pale and' 
" distorted features, his knees knocking 
( * agaiitfl: each other, and his teeth chat- 
<f tefing, as if in an ague fit, entered the 
'* room; but fcarcely had he done fo, be- 
" J fore his courage forfook him, and he Was 
<#M goTrig to leave it, when the thought of 
'•"half a niillion ag&in prefented itfclf to 
"hiVmind, and was too powerful for him 
**to fefift-^he paufed; drew back, and 
"•then went on: at laft, with cautious - 
Kft *fteps, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t$6: ALBERT PE NORDENSHrLB. 

** fieps, he approached a table on whieh 
<( flood a lamp — he removed it to another 
" that reflected the light on the bed ; for, 
^either out of humanity, or fear, he was 
"•determined his victim fhould fuffer as 
<f Uttle pain as poffible. There. lay that 
'? amiable Prince, to whom he owed his* 
V life — his hands were clofed on his breaft; 
€ i and- a (mile on his countenance feemed to 
u fay, he was not unprepared to appear at' 
'? the great tribunal, to which he wAs fo 
". fudderily called* The conflict that paf* 
u fed in Falk's heart, was violent indeed* 
" the fweat, fuch as thfe agonies of death. 
w occafion, rolled down his forehead — 
€ \ tears flarted into his eyes, 4 his confcienefe 
^ was clamorous, aJnd would be heard;. 
" but the half a million was too great a 
*f temptation to be refilled, and flifled its 
'f voice. — He reached the bed, drew, the 
" dagger, and with his left band held badk 
u the curtain, which he grafped with a con- 
€€ yuliive motion-*rhis right arm way al^ 
" ready lifted, to flrike the deadly blow — 
€ 'Father forgive them,* murmured, the 
"~ r mdgrave in his fleep, ' forgive theija, 
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< for they know not what they do.' This 

"was too miich for him, the dagger drop- 

« ped from his hand, and he fell on his 

c « knees by the bed-fide. The noife awoke 

"the Landgrave, he Parted up, and on 

"fednfg Falk, was going to jump out of 

"bed*, but looking at him again, the re- 

■" pentance and remorfe that was marked 

*<* on the aflaffinV features, difpelled his 

" fears.— < Falk, Falk!' faid he, 'have I 

* dderved this from you ?* For fome time 

"defpair deprived him of the power of 

" speech ; but as fbon as he was able to 

Particulate, he confefied everything, and 

** '-begged for immediate death : but the 

'" Landgrave, who was goodnefs itfelf, im- 

4 * mediately pardoned him.— Falk thank- 

f € ed him, but at the feme time affured 

" him, that his clemency was ufelefs ; for 

" that ris : fooft as his gang knevfrthe difco- 

'<* very hfc had made, they would immedi- 

•** ately deftrby him : beiides, the abhor- 

€ * renoe he felt for his former way of life^ 

" was fuch, that he would die rather than 

u again follow it. The Landgrave was . 

<c moved by his contrition, and told htm, 

K3 "that* 
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*' that if he would inviolably .keep the fo- 
" cret, he would take him ijnder his pro- 
'< iedfcion i . but if* through any means it 
-" was di&lo&d, it w.oujd apt be in ,hk 
'.• power to fcreen him from pu^ifhrnent 
" The Landgrave now inquired who his 
" employers were; Falk faid,, that an of- 
" ficer had .fent for .him to a houie he de>* 
" fcribed, and had promifed him the before- 
46 mentioned fum, to murder hiw.; .and 
" that he hp4 receive^ fo^te tbowftwkppf k 
" in advice, *#dthe ne^aipdeu: ^vas tg> be 
# paid as foon as the deed w^s pei$>etcated. 
<" The next ijftorqing a deiacfymoat of Hu£ 
" iars were fcnt to ajrefi; the Qff>acr; £»£ 
ff 3S fopn as he law them /enter the hopfc, 
*<he took a loaded piliol, that l$y on the 
ff table, and blew his brains out As there 
" were no papers found, that could k$d to 
" a difcovery, the affair ftill remains a 
** myjftery : the money was found ip a cheft, 
;?' and that the Landgrave ordered to be 
.£ diftributed amongft the poor, — Th$ of- 
" ficer was a perfonof very ftifpicions <Jra- 
*? ra&er* he having been broke during the 
flrfa ft war, for carrying on a ftfeaibu^blc 

■corrcf- 
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* correfpondence with the enemy • Every 
" one was furprifed at the Landgrave's .tfak- 
" ing a noted robber into his palace ; birt 
u believer had reafon to repent of the tn&- 
" cy he had iheWed him ; for, f»m a raicb- 
€< night murderer, he was become the 
"'wfctthful guard <of his matters perfon - r 
" and it is nM to be defcribed, with what 
ft tendefrfcefe and affiduity he attended thfc 
°-L&fldgtave in his loft 'lingering ilbied, 
* c which confined him to his bed for tw6 
€t years*— It was itnpofliWe to prevail on 
" him to leave the room* and what little 
*' reft he took wa$ on the floor, by the fide 
+ € t>f Hercrfes, his matter's Favourite fpa- 
* r niel : and irever lhall I forget the dread- 
u fed effeft his death had on him— his 
4t groans and lametitatiotfrs ftill vibrate ott 
u my ear ; his faculties feertifed ftifpended, 
"and it Was with the greateft difficulty, 
" that we prevailed on him to take forite 
*' food, which he refufed doing for fever&l 
" days. Rifa's aflurancc, that he ihoufoi 
" never leave her, was what contributed 
* ' moft to his relief— time, and our atten*- 
" tioris, have a little mitigated his forrow, 
K4 "but 
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200 ALBERT DE NORDENSHILP. 

" but it -is too deeply rooted, ever to athiiFt 
44 of the cheering voice of comfort. Bh 
• w careful never to mention any ihUig that 
'* alludes to the flory I have juft told yoo, 
f € in his hearing; and if pofiJble, kv<M 
" faying any thing about the late Land** 
u grave, for whatever reminds him of his 
*' benefactor, brings on his former melan- 
u choly, and then the difficulty we have to 
u prevent hisftarving himfelf, exceeds be- 
" lief." 



While they were converfing about 
Falk, he, according to his ufual cus- 
tom, was guarding the outfide of the 
houfe; for,, without being defired, as 
foon as the dufk ame on, he would 
iland for hours, leaning againft a tree- 
hundreds might pafs without noticing 
him, but he obferved every one that 
went by ; for fufpicion was all he retained 
of his former vices, Falk had Hood fome* 
time, when he perceived two men coming 
different ways ; and as they approached il*e 
place where he flood, one of them cough- 
ed, which he knew to be a fignal. " Is it 

« you ?'• 
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« you> fcid,the,other.. Who arc itefe, . 
thought Falk. But not to kt my *eadett 
flwe his fufpepfe, wc wiH,. withdut ,oifi» 
cumlocvrtion, inform them, ithaUkty%ete 
jk> other than Strick and P^pplci * .What 
^a deviliih fellow that Buxar is," feid 
the latter, " I believe he has broke a cou> 
V. pie; of -my riba-rl ache all over? why 
44 did not you knock him down, when hi 
" pufhed me into the fbeet V* . % 

Strick. " It wa$ well worth while to 
.'■* make a diftwfeanca wkfe him ; befidesr, 
" what bufinefs had^ yoii to provoke him ? 

* if you had held your tongue, 'it would 
" not have happened; but you always- 
*' ihew your courage m the wrong place, 
*< and because you ate a fcholar, you will 
" not quietly pafs ocver an affront — foch- 

* as we muft bear every thing : 1 wonder 
.*' if he Is there !" (point*ngto< the hotofe.) 

Papple* " I warrant he is, where' elfe 
li fhould he be $ I am only afraid Buxar' 
"isnatferoff."' 

. Strick ** So .yohr.iaeart is in yofcr fliafes 
? again." ' - " ' ** u " 
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. Papph* « Jlut you are miftaken, 1 wifli 
V he was here already, I ljong to-be at him 
•?< -t-I (ell .you whaV do you go and place 
f yourfelfi in that narrow path, which he 
, 4 ' jaauft pafc, and vrh«n he comes.upto yon 
" knock him down, and then I will come 
*' and feize him behind.'* •- • 

Struck. '* Yes, let St rick gofirft, becaufe 
" these is inoft danger; but Papple, who 
" takes care to keep out of it, always wants 
" half the booty.— You may go to the de- 
** vil if you will, for as foon as I can get 
M another comrade, I will have no more 
* l to do with fuch a cowardly dog as you 
"are." 

• Papple. '* What a touchy fellow you 
* c - are, why I did not mean to affront you — 
*< l^t m$ alone, I will manage him by *ny- 
? felf, if ypu wilL" 

The gigantic F$lk now italked from his 
hiding place, and feizing each of them by 
$be nape of their pecks* puflied their hea<t& 
together with fuch violence, that, accord- 
ing to t})$ old faying, -« §re : #ew out of 
" tjie^r eyes/'—" Who were you talking 
*" about, my lads/' iaid he— " what have 
, ;. - « I kil- 
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* I killed you already! and yofy Mr. 
<rf Bltifter, that would manage him by 
«* yourfelf, you had better go back to your 
* c fchool, and let your mafter flog you for 
** being abltoidering blockhead .-r-I wOtald 
<* advite you to follow fome other trade,. 
" for take my word for it you will never 
u fucceed in this. — Get about your bufi- 
" nefe, you miferable dogs (ptifhing their 
** heads together again), but never let me 
iC catch you about this houfe any more, 
4€ for if I do, you will not come off fo well* 
?* as you do now 5 and remember, thfct the 
. " tree you rob of a bird's nefl to-day, may 
44 ferve for your gallows to-morrow." So- 
faying, be whirled them from him, with 
fuch violence, that they both fell on the- 
ground, at Ibme diftance ; and Falfe took 
his former pofition, with as much cdiftpo- 
fore, as if nothing had happened. Ther 
two fellows lay ftunned for fotae moments, 
hxtt at kft recovering thenrfelves, thiy got 
up, and ran off as fafl? aslhey cbuld, ttitl* 
the intention, Hotwithftandingfhe difitfters 
they had met with, of earning the twenty 
louis d'ota.. 

K6 "What: 
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. " What a damned fellow that, is," faid. 
Papple, ' ' his fifts were like 3 beat's paws ^ 
/« for my, part, I belipve he is a hangman, 
" ot a thief-catcher at leaft." 

Struck* " He is neither pne nor the other, 
" but.Falk, the Landgravine's porter. — lie 
" is fo ftroog, that I have been told, he 
" can kill an ox >yith his clenched.fi ft.— r 
" Look, and tell me, if you fee any blood 
" in my ft.ee ; I am afraid he has. knocked 
♦' one of my eyes out." 

P apple. " No ! if I could have got at 
" my piftols, I would have done for him> 
« for all his ftrength." 

Strick. "lam glad you let him alone, 
" for it is not worthwhile to be hanged on 
" his account. — Let us go and wateh at the 
" back gate, he often goes out that way* 
" fo perhaps he may to-night; and if he 
u does, we have him iafe, for his brains 
u ihall fly about his ears before he can fay 
" amen : and if the report of the piftol is 
ff. heard in the houfe, they will think that 
y fomebody has fhot a wild duck/' 
_. Papple. " So, you are determined t& 
uture again, for all the misfortunes we 

" have 
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fi have had ; I know we fhallnot filfeceed 
** to-night~I therefore thin! r we had heft 
u go home,- and wait for fome better op- 
portunity." * *' 

Sfrick. '* If I hear you talk folike a foot, 
u again, I will fend you to the de*ii firft — go 
w home, indeed \ why we ihould not be 
4 * worth the rope that hangs us, if we did* 
" —If he comes this way, he cannot efcape 
u us, and as foon as lie is dead, we will 
" throw him into the moat, and letthefilh 
** feaft on him : and, ihould an alarm be 
" given, there are fo many by-ways herea- 
" bout, that I warrant we lhall get offun- 
<* difcovered,'* 

'PafpU* " Well, do as you Kke, but I 
u am afraid that hang-dog, Falk, will go 

* f home with him." 

Stri'ck. '* As I got up I law him leaning 

** againll a tree — he, moll likely, thought 
v " us drunk, and will therefore not trouble 
'" his head about us — but hark V* 'I 

-They heard the garden gate open, and 

Albert taking leave. " He is coming*" 

laid Papple- 

Strick. 
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Sfrick. " Is your piftol in readinefi— 
u Now is your time to fhew your courage, 
* < my boy." 

Papple. " Lord, I tremble fo, I am 
cf afraid I fhall mife him— *you are flronger 
4€ than I, fo do you ihoot hkn, and 1 will 
u throw him into the water afterwards/* 

Sfrick. u You are not worth a rotten 
*' herring, you cowardly rafcal ; why, you 
** are worfe than an old woman ; but do 
« as I bid you — do it this moment, I fay, 
4t or I will ram your teeth down your 
* % throat whh the but-end of my piftol — 
u but where is it, (feeling in his pockets) 
€€ what fhall I do now ? I have loft it !— 
*' it muft have dropped out of my pocket 
u as I fell.— Mind your aim, therefore, be 
u quick in your motions, and take carc 
%i not to let him draw his fword ; for if he 
** does, he will be too much for us hoth, 
*< -*-Mind my orders, I fey, or I wiH do 
*' for you ; and now to your poft." 

They,^ith trembling hearts, concealed 

themfelves ; and Albert, with folded arms, 

and loft in thought, walked along the 

path which led from the garden to the 

road, 
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toad, for his/head was filled with his be- 
loved Riia. He was, however, foon awaken- 
ed from his reverie, by a ruftling in a hedge 
at a little diftance from him, and the found 
of laft. ! hifl ! that re-echoed from each fide. 
He flood, ftill, and liftencd, but finding 
<*very thing quiet, walked on again ; but 
he had not proceeded far before he heard 
thehift I hifi: ! repeated. « Who is there?* 
called he, " if any one wants to fpeak to 
'.* Major Nordenfhildj let him approach." 
As he was fpeaking he heard the found of 
.footfteps, at forae diftance — he ftood flail, 
and kid his hand on his fword. " Have I 
" caught you, you dog," faid a voice, 
which Albert immediately knew to be 
Itufh's. " Here is one of them, Sir, I will 
f S will rid the world of him in a moment " 
u .No ! No !" faid Albert, " as he does net 
" feem to be a very dangerous perfon, we 
" will not defraud the hangman of hifrpay. 
" — Give him a good caning, and let him 
«' go, about his bufirtefs." Ruih obeyed 
his mailer's orders, and beat him almofl: to 
a mummy. — "There/' faid. he> quite out 
of breath, and repeating his blows afc he 

ipoke, 
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fpoke, "that is for myjnaftejy and thgtfor 
" rayfelf, and the reft 4 1 .remain ii^ your 
"debt till out. next meeting."—" Stpjr 
" him! jftophim!" cried Buxar, .op t\^ 
« other fids the road/'— " Where as.Jbe?" 
faid Rufh, " Why did not ypu Jay hpld 
" of him ?"— " So I did/' replied Bux^ 
" but the rafcal broke loofe ; my fout flip- 
u ped, and I fell into a puddle — look, 
Cf what a pickle my new jacket is in ; it is 
" entirely covered with mud : but if ever I 
" get hold of him again, his bones fl^U 
" pay for it. M 

Albert was extremely pleafed at the at* 
tention and affe&ion of his Servants ; but, 
not to excite curiofity, he defired them' to 
walk on, and he followed them .at fonae 
diftance : asfoonashe arrived at his lodg- 
ings, he changed his drefs, an4 was at 
e<>urt in lefs than half an hour. 

Falk, after leaning againft tfe$ willow 
for fornc time, refle&ed, tb&t it would be 
better to acquaint the M$jorwkh what ha£ 
happened, and likewife to attend him: te 
town : but when he went in Albert was 
gone, he having left the Landgravine at 

leaft 
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leaft an hour foohfcr than his ufual time of 
doing fa, as he had pfomifed to meet the 
Prince at court'; and as he went out the 
back \Vay,' whidh was fometvhat hearer, he 
had miffed feeing Falk, who immediately 
took & fwbrd, and followed him'. He 
fearched every hedge and ditch with the 
greateft caution, and liilened very atten- 
tively ; but as he neither faw, nor heard 
anything to alarm him, he returned home. 
He was met on the flairs by Sophia, who 
inquired 'why he had armed himfelf. He 
related the adventure to her, and as fh'c 
thought the danger over, fhe repeated it 
to the Landgravine, who was extremely 
uneafy, and fent Antony to town, to in- 
quire how the Major got home. He foon 
returned, with the pleaiing intelligence, 
that he arrived perfectly fafe, and was gone 
to court; and likewife told the Landgra- 
vine of the fun, as Buxar tailed it, they 
had on the road. The' recital renewed 
Rifa'fc fears. u His enemies will fuceeed 
" at^laft," fald fhe, in the greateft agita- 
tion ; " for neither mine, nor Amelia's 
" cautians have any effedl on him ; he is 

much 

Digitized by VjOO 



«I© ALBERT DE NOJUDENSHILD. 

" much too carelcfs of himfelf." Antony 
was lent back again, and ordered to re- 
main with Buxar till the Major canie 
home* About twelve Antony returned, 
and affured the apprehenfive Rifa, that he 
had feen him ; that he was perfectly well, 
and, with his refpe&s, wifhed her a good 
night. • " Good night, my dear Sophia,** 
laid ihe, and retired to her aparhnent. 



At court that evening, no one ipoke 
with fo much warmth and intereft of Ma- 
jor de Nordcnfhild, as the Counteis Te- 
reia ; no one lamented his abfence fo much, 
nor wondered at it fo frequently as Ihe did; 
nor no one feemed fo well pleafed as ihe> 
when the Prince affured her, that he would 
certainly come, for he had promifed him 
to do fo ; and yet no one was fo much 
frightened as Ihe was, when he,entered the 
room ; not with the look of indifference, 
which ufually marked his features, for no- 
thing but pleafure feemed vifible on them. 
He, with the. impatience of a lover, hur- 
ried to her, and taking one of her hands, 

preffed 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



\ 



ALfcERT p£ NOHPEXSHILP. ail 

ffifflfbfl. it tq his lips with rapture, and 
feen^d loft in. the admiration of her charms. 
.$kp yrqs $ however, adept enough in the art 
q£ Reception, immediately to fee through 
.t]jiq diiguife ? and that increafed her cor\- 
. ifufion, which fhe could not entirely con- 
jceal. € * Am I become fuch a ft ranger to 
." y ( 9.u A beautiful Countefs/' faid he, in a 
languifhing, manner, " that the light qf 
" me alarms you almoft as much as the 
€€ appearance of an apparition would do ? 
* % »r. does yo>ur Sympathetic heart divine 
u yvh^t, -but half an hour ago, had like to 
";hav<e happened to me ?" 

Terefa, (alarmed) " What ! (recovering 
'< fcerfelf ) nothing bad, 1 hope," 

^jilbert* " I am convinced of the fince- 
^rity qf jour friendlhip, and am thers- 
[' ,fore forry to wound your gentle heart, by 
" telling you, that if my guardian angel 
" had flept this evening, I Ihould have 
" been a ghoit by this time ; and as fuch, 
" fliQUld certainly h^ve flirted about your 
'- bejel to-night, where the charms I fhould 
" ,have discovered, would, doubtlefs, have 
." made me regret my aerial fubftance." 

. ; , Terefxi. 
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Terefa. u How can you terrify me fb ? 
* ( > what you tell me is impoffible." ^ 

Albert. " To a heart likfc'your's, focfi 
4€ deeds of horror mull feem impoflible ; 
" but I aflure you, that but a little ij^fiifc 
u ago, two hired villains attempted to ex* 
" pedite me out of this world into the next * 
, " but they were fuch mifc'rable wretches, 
" as to excite my pity, as their employer 
u does my contempt." 

Prince He&or now came up to them, 
and feemed furprifed to find Albert and 
Terefa on fuch an intimate footing. She 
had, in vain, endeavoured to withdraw her 
hand from his feveral times, but he conti- 
nued holding it, when they were met by 
the Prince. " I was juft' going to Make 
u the obfervation," faid Albert to him, 
" that our climate is unfavourable to the 
u growth of exotics — I hope it is tinnecef- 
" fary to fay, I exclude the lovely Coun- 
"tefs; for Nordia has reafon to exult, 
ic that her beauties and virtues flourifh fb 
u well 5n this frigid clime.— But what I al- 
u lude to isi the attempt to tranfplant the 
-— * ki Geneofe affaflin into our country, and 

" your 
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x ' your Highnefe would have laughed hear- 
" tily, had you feen what miferable crip- 
" pies they were." 

He&or. u I hopeyou do npt ipeak from 
*f experience ?" 

Albert. " But, indeed, I do, for not 
€C above half an hour ago my name was 
'< thought blQtted out of the book of life 
<*,by fome unknown perfon or perfons; 
". the hired aflaffins watched my life, but 
" they were of fo little confequence that* 
^ they only ferved to amufe Buxar and my 
" chafleur. 

HetZor. " But without doubt you have 
".confined them, that we may difcoter 
" their employers ?" 

Albert. (Smiling, as he perceived Tere- 
fa's increafing agony.) " I had rather not 
u know them, but I am certain they will 
" not efcape their merited puniihment 
a fame time.or other. All that vexes me 
"is, that fuch miferable creatures fhould 
■ c 5'bc employed to difpatch me ; I thought • 
"•joty&lf of more confequence." He now 
kt'Teftfff's hand- go, ,who hurried away 
as fall as her agitation would permit her. 

Hefior. 
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HeSor. €t Where did it happen? : 
Albert. (Looking after her in> a'figaifi*; 
caat manner.) " Behind the 'LandgravineV: 
"pakce." 

HeSor. (Shaking his hand.) «thfcre* 
" beeo long uneafy on ytfiar ascoirat, for 
" you are too lucky not tobe hated, arid' 
" have long wiftied fpr an opport unity: *>f 
xi difclofing my fentimente taytfo, but as 
" you never led to thedifcourfe, I was un- 
" willing' to begin it* Without my telling* 
" you, you will fuppofe that I have Atmg 
" perceived your and Rifa's reciprocal 
4t love, and was I king, mfteadof acau* 
t% tion you fhould receive her hand* and:. 
4,4 happy ihould I think myfelf to have the' 
" power, as well as the inclination,' to^fe* 
u ward you in a manner 'equal to you*' 
" worth, and my friendship. Bivt Jte c it-is/ 
€S let me advife )'0u to be on yourgua^' 
44 For you are furrounded" by dangers whteli* 
u require almefft more than human 1 ptb'-' 
*' denee and forefight to avoid. ; F will 
** affift you as much as is" in itiy power, 
*'butyou*kno\V'howlimittd that is;" 

Hedlor 
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Heftor related Albert's adventure to his 
father, who was in a violent paffion when 
he heard it " What," faid he, « fhall 
" the country I guard with fuch fatherly 
" care, become a murderer's den? fhall 
" a vile banditti be permitted to lurk 
" in fafety in it ? No ! as foon as they 
** are difcoveted, they and their abomi- 
"- nable agents fhall receive the fevere.fi: 
" punifhment I can inflift." He reproach- 
ed Albert for not detaining them, and 
iffued out orders for the ftri&eft fearch to 
be made after them, and rewards offered 
for the difcovery of the offenders and their 
accomplices. But the commands of the 
great are feldom obeyed when th6y are 
contrary to the inclinations of thole that 
are to execute them ; arid many hearts in 
Arno's drawing-room were more interefted 
in the efcape of the fugitive vagabonds, 
than perhaps they were themfelves. 

But neverthelefs Albert had a&cd im- 
prudently, for that whole day a moft vio- 
lent conftift between jealoufy and love 
had paffed in Terefa's bofom, and it is im- 
poffible to fay, if at the moment fhe faw 

him 
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him enter the drawing-room, forrow or 
pleafure predominated in her heart. . 

But now the certainty, that he y?9$ 
acquainted with her intention, and the 
contemptuous manner he had taken to 
let her know it, had turned her. bipod 
to gall, and revenge and death occu- 
pied her every thought " He fhall die| 
" and that in a manner that will mortify 
" him moft ;' a coward's hand fhall in$i<3: 
" the blow, and rid the world and nae of 
" him— and you, abhorred Rifa ! you 
" fhall dearly pay the pangs you make me 
" fufFer ! How glorious, how complete 
" would be my revenge, could I #rft 
" wound his heart by piercing your's, th<it 
" he might fee you writhe in the agopics 
" of death, and then follow you in de r 
€€ fpair ! But whether feparate or together, 
" you fhall both die, that is determine^ J < 
" your doom is fixed, irrevocably iix^d." 
Such were Terefa's thoughts, when Al- 
bert let her hand drop, and the coolncfs 
and contempt with which he did it,, had 
entirely thrown her off her guard ; fhe 
flalked about the room like a fury, heed- 

lefs 
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lefsxaf the notice fte attracted, and the re- 
marks that were made about her. ** Rolk>," 
CtM fhe, to a Danifh fea captain, who 
* was one of her admirers* but whom {he had 
always treated with dtfdain, « follow me 
a to the windpw, I want to fpeak to yoa ;" 
he didfo. " You have often, " continue^' 
flie, with a look fuch as we mortals lhould 
fix on to perfcnify the devil, " aflured me 
u of your love, and I am now going to 
<c try thft sincerity of it, for I have a favour 
a to afk, which if you grant, my hand 
<* (hall he the immediate reward of your 
<* complaifanfce." 

Rollo aflured her he was entirely devoted 
lb lie* fervice,' and begged (he would im- 
mediately honour him with her commands, 
that he might prove by his hafte to exe-- 
cute them, the violence of his paflion. 
« Khow, then" faid fhe, " that I deteft 
« Major <9e Nordenfhild, and that I fliall 
« never enjoy a moment's repofo whilft he 
" lives — needlexplainmyfelf any farther?" 
Rollo- tufrned (rota her with difguft, ^and 
if be €ve* really loved her, it was certain 

Vol. h L what* 
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-what he then felt was hatred and ayer- 
fion. 

Some of Albert's acquaintance who had 
remarked Terefa's extraordinary behavU 
our, told him of it, and advifed him to be 
on his guard* He thanked them for their 
well-meant caution, but affured them 
their fears were without, the leaft founda- 
tion, for the effedt of a woman's rage he 
thought below his notice. 

As he and the Countefs left the room 
about the fame time, fome ladies thought 
they were going away together, and that 
theirs was a lover's quarrel, which would 
end in a renewal of friendfhip. But they; 
were miftaken, and fretted and teafed 
themfelves to no purpofe, for the hatred 
of Albert and Terefa could only end with 
their lives* 

She returned home in a paroxyfm of 
rage anddefpair that bordered on phrenzy. 
« What are my charms fo faded," faid fhe, 
" that even a Rollo defpifes them !— but 
" #ay, detefied crew, I will fiill be re- 
" venged on you all. Let me think, •' 
paufes; "yes, it will do." 

We 
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We have let the .curtain drop for a 
few minutes, but lhali now raife it 
again. The fcene lies in Terefa's dreffing- 
room, flie in a becoming undrels, feated 
on her couch, leaning her head on her 
hand againft the fide of it, and Eetit her 
frifeur, on his knees before her, killing 
her hand, 

Terefa. " Get out of my fight, wretch ! 
u I had too good ah opinion of you — but I 
u find my miftake, for you have not cou- 
u rage enough to be either a villain or an 
** hortefl: man — leave me, I fay.'* 

Petit. " Pardonnez, Madame, den £s I 
c * came to de Rhine, one friend of mine, a 
€ * wife man, faid, ' Petit, leave all your 
€ French qualities here, den de heavy 
4 German no like dem\ — Ah, Madame I 
" c eft par la plus grand fa tali te de monde— 
u dat I left tout mon courage dere." 

Terefa. " It is a pity, indeed, that you 
" did lb, for it prevents my rewarding you 
** as I otherwife would have done." 
• Petit. " Mais tell me, Madame, what* 
"■!■ can do for your fatisfa&ion : Je ffraV 
"-tout — tout mon poffible. "* 

JjZ ' Terefa. 
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Terefa. u Well, then, as I told you be- 
44 fore, the moment I hear that Major de 
" Nordenfhiid is certainly dead, aik what 
** favour ypu will of me, I promife to 
** grant it. 

Petit. u Mais, man Dieu 9 Madame ! 
"pourquoi make die de charming Major ?'* 

Terefa. " That is no bufinefs otyour's. 
" But what a fool I am to wafte my 
a . time with a fellow who has not courage 
"enough to be happy; either determine 
", to obey my orders, that lie fealed up 
4< on my drefling-table, or leave me this 

" inftant.* 

Petit, (going towards the toilette in a 
melancholy manner.) « I . fee nothing, 
"Madame. Ah! ma is voila npe little 
4i poudre — cefi tme autre chofe — oui! qui! 
" to drink in de caffe or chocolate : me 
" underftand you ijow (capering about) 
" de Major be dead very foon, dat me 
€€ affure you, Madame ; me thought you 
" wanted me to kill him par force , et pour 
u cela I have not de courage ; mats pour 
** le poudre > de tout mon coeur — oui 9 char- 
** tnante dee/ft, votre pauvre Petit will ftill 
. , "be 
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f < be happy/' (attempting to kifs her 
hand, 

Terefa. (withdrawing it.) " Not till 
" the dead march beats to, his funeral ; 
u now leave me." 

Petit. " Me no go till I receive de ear- 
** nefl of your favour/' . 

Terefa gaye him her hand to kifi, and 
laid, " now go, but let me fee you fibon 
" again, when I hope you will be the 
" welcome meifenget! of . agreeable news." 
Petit unwillingly obeyed her orders. ." I 
" think j I: am ^certain of him/* faid ihe; 
and after throwing berlelf about for fbme 
time in a. reftlefs, uneafy mannef, ihe 
rung her bell, when her femme de chambre 
entered; ihe inquired if the captain had 
called while Ihe was at court ; no, was the 
anfwer fhe received. " The fecretary/'— *• 
" No ! M w-"'I think I am forfaken by all 
" the world/' faid fhe; " but let them be;* 
" ware, their time may likewife come.'* 
With thefe pious intentions Ihe retired to 
bed, but not to reft. 

A kind of dead calm reigned at court 

for fome time after Terefa's firft attempt on 

L 3. Albert's 
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Albert^ life.; every one fufpefted her of 
being the caufe of it, and his enemies 
hoped fhe would repeat the attempt, and 
be more faccefsful another time : they 
therefore thought it better patiently td 
wait for an event which would rid them of 
a detefted rival, without endangering their 
reputation. 

Nordia, like moft other courts, was 
confumed by inteftine divifions ; the king's 
party was the mofi numerous, but the 
prince's was compofed of men whofe worth 
outweighed the fmallnefs of their numbers. 
Never was party hatred carried to a greater 
height, and yet tHey fcemed to dread 
coming to an open rupture. In fo critical 
a fituation, Albert was a kind of pheno* 
irienon, for he preferved his neutrality, 
and pofleffed the confidence of the heads 
of both parties. Often had 'he attempted 
to accomplifh a reconciliation between a 
father and fo'n, which he knew would be 
for the advantage of themfelves and theit 
country; but »his attempts were al- 
ways fruilrated by thofe, who, for the 
tfo kfi of private intercft, facrifice the public 

gocd. 
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good, Albert perceived (hat the prefent 
calm would foon be followed by a flonn; 
but he thought, " of what afc is it to an- 
*' ticipate evils that arc not inrriy power to 
° avert 7" He therefore continued to aft 
with his ufbai difintereltednefs and honcily, 
and was carelefs, perhaps too touch fa, 
of his enemies and futurity. v . 

Such was his fituation when he was'fent 
by Arno on a private embafly to a diftant 
court ; his charge was attended with diffi- 
culty and danger, and thofe that propofed 
him, thought it impoffible for him to ex- 
tricate himfelf with honour r but they were 
miftaken, for he executed his charge with 
fo much caution and delicacy, and irt fo 
advantageous a manner for thq Houfe of 
Barenau, that he gained the King's entire 
approbation, and covered his enemies with 
confufion. 

As he returned, he paid his father 
a lhort vifit at Grieffenhorljt, which 
lay in his way. Cafper had fuffered much 
u'neafinefe on his account for fbme time, 
and Albert had the fatisfa&ion of remov- - 
ing his fears ; but a few hours was all hS 
L4 could 
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could devote to him, as he was forced tp 
harry back to Nordia, where he was re- 
ceived by Arno with the moft diftinguifhed 
friendfhip, and by Rife with: the warmefi: 
love ; but he likewife perceived his 
enemies lurking in the back-ground,' 
watching, for an opportunity of deitroying 
him. 

The arrival of Prince Maximilian at 
Nordia, who returned from his .travel* 
whilfl Albert was abfent, was looked on as 
an event favourable to their defigns* This 
was the crifis that was to decide his. fate— 
this was the fnare he mud fall into. Maxi- 
milian was young and handfome, and air 
though they did not fuppofe he would 
rival Albert in "Rifa's affe&ion, yet they 
thought it would be impoflible for her to 
avoid a marriage tjiat would be recom : 
mended with fuch perfuafive earneflnefs by 
the King, and that Albert's fruftrated 
hopes would then urge him to fteps dilkr 
greeable to Arno, which . would acce^ 
lcrate his fal] s . Albert and Rifa perceived 
the plan that was. formed ; they did not 
tremble at the idea of lofing each other* 

they 
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they only lamented the many difcgreqaMo 
hours, that would intervene before an 
eclaacii&ment took place ; but tbeir fba» 
oq that account were lbon removed 

One evening a* they wene fitting toge- 
ther, coofulting in what manner they 
ihould.be beft able to<4$frjc*te themfelves 
% from their perplexing fituation,\ Falk en- 
tered, and giving the Landgravine a letter, 
laid, " the beare? waits 4 for ' aji an- 
« fwefC*—" What lhall I <Jo? v kid Rifa, 
extremely agitated, " it is Prince Maxi- 
" mitiah himfeUV'-r-^-Sfie fcte*, by alt 
" means/' replied Albert, u and permit 
4C me to remain with you; he muft have- 
" btrfine&of confixjueoce with yoti, others 
" wife hdceftainly would not vifit youiftf 
* * latc^ and in difguife. I have nctfer 
" feen him" continued he, " I nnift 
" therefore trouble you * to prefent nie to 
" hira ; but I own, without being able 
•" to afligta a reafon for it, I have formed a' 
** ?ety*adVaiitalgeous opkriori of him/' * 

Rife ran to the door to receive him, and' 
prefented Albert and him to each other? 
He did not exprefs the leaft furprize at 

L 5 finding 

i 
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finding Albert with her, but (hook hands 
with him in the raoft friendly manner, arid 
prefented- to the Landgravine a letter from 
her lifter Valelke. Rifa opened the letter, 
and when fhe had read a few lines, looked 
attentively at the Prince, whofe eyes were 
employed in watching every turn of her 
countenance, and he obferved with plea- 
fure that it exprefled fatisfa&ioii. When 
fhe had read the letter, fhe embraced the 
Prince in the moft affe&ionate manner, 
and putting his hatid into Albert's, faid, 
" Be friends ! for know, Nordenfhild, 
H that the Prince poffefles Valefke's heart 
*' as entirely as you have long done mine/** 
« —That I do," replied Maximilian, « and 
f< nothing but death can feparate us ; I 
" know the plan tihat is formed at court, 
" and know the danger I am in byoppofing 
" it — but love like mine knows no danger. 
w It is true, that my heart and fword is alt 
€i l can call my own, and I fhall be glad 
" to devote them to the feTvice of my 
€€ country ; but if my King will not per- 
/' mtt me to do fo, other monarchy will 
u gladly accept of my . fervice, add th& 

« thought 
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" thought that Valefke will be my rewards 
cc will ftrengthen my arm, and animate 
" my heart. And if you, charming Rifa, 
*' will allow me to call ,you lifter, I fhali 
* f be happier than the greateft potentate 
J f who has millions to command." 

Rifa affured hitn of her affe£tion, and 
toid him that fhe would do every thing 
ia her power to arrange matters in fuch a 
manner that he fhould not be in need of 
foreign affifiance, for that with her filler's 
hand he fhould likewife receive a fhare of 
her dominions. " No> never," replied 
he, with warmth, " {hall Valelke's lifter 
tf be a lofer by me ! befides, it is not 
*' riches I wiih for, they feldpm. render 
" their pofleffor happy"; a fmall compe* 
f* tency, which I hope foon to have in my 
V power to realize, is all I delire, and 
*' then with "my Valelke I fhalL be the hap- 
*' pieft of iny family, for my humble ftate 
?* will not attra<5t the attention of the ava* 
. xc ricious and envious/' 
: Albert was impatient, to? know »haw the 
Prince became acquainted with Valeftc©* 
and to hear &. defer iption of her perftnr 
l--i ' L6 "The 
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" The idea of a budding rofe," faid Maxi- 
milian, " will convey to your mind a 
u better description than any J caa give 
*' you of her ; . £he is a miniature likeneft 
" of your Rife, but as fhe is only fifteen, 
u I hope /he will grow taller ; her eyes and 
" complexion are the fame, but her hair 
" is darker. You know,** continued) he, 
turning to Rife, " that I paffed fome 
«' time 'at Count Gttweiler's at Hulm, and 
** that through his means I had frequent 
** opportunities, of feeing Valefke. I few 
u and loved* But it was long before I 
«' would allow the fenfation I fek for her 

* to be fuch-^for love, and not even a 
<c cottage, were ideas i dared not unite. I 
u received a number of letters from Arno; 
u defiling me to haften my return, as an 
'•' affair of } confequence made my prdfence 
cf neeeflary &t Nordia. But I had aftrays 
*' an excufe to delay it ; fometiraes a flag 

* was to be hunted (an amufement I de- 
w teft) which prevented my returning for 

* fotfie time ; then an indifpofition made 

* it n^ceffary for me to ufe the watobaths 
at Huim ; * and at laft the. fociety vof the 

<< old 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



AL&Eftr 9£ N0RJWN6HILI*. §ZJ 

*< old Count (one of the. moft peevifh, 
€C discontented mortals that ever exiftbd) 
" was become fo engaging, that I could 
" not determine to tear inyfelf from him; 

* But at la& Arno, wearied by m jr repeated 

* excufes, infixed on my immediately 
" obeying his ordera, and I was therefore 
V forced unwillingly to prepare for my de- 
«. parture. The day before I quitted Hulro, 
V- 1 went to the palace, and after wander- 
* € ing about the public apartments for 
"-ibme'time* without knowing what I was 
< c at>out,;I went to the ^picture gallery, 
*'whtr$ yotir portrait fixed my attention; 
"the flrikiAg refemblancs of your fea- 
(c tiusp to her's, who, w» ever prefent to 
? my imagination, ri vetted my eyes on it, 
« when Valefke, not knowing I wag there, 
^ entered ; Ihe was going to retire when 
<< ; flie law me, but I, rqijfed. by the rufi- 
" Hag pf her cloaths, hurried, to prevent 
« her doing fo 5 and taking; Ijerftapd, iaw 
ic a tear roll down her cheek. Vrilefke 
f*had by fovae, paeans been informed of 
" Uteu*eafon of p9f jfuddenr^call^Narn 

* dtti.,:>wW>^ many 
: 1 ,.-, - " melanr 
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• c melancholy hours * r I had obferved that 
* f fhe had been remarkably ferious for fe- 
* c veral days, but was far from gueffing 
cc the reafon of it. We returned together 
€t to your pi&ure, and flood contem- 
" plating it for fome time, ope of. her 
" hands in mine, and the other leaning 
Cf on my lhonlder ; when all at once a 
" tear that flie had long reprefled, fell on 
4C my hand." — "For whom was that tear?'* 
faid I, — « For a beloved lifter/ was her re^ 
ply, u who perhaps on account of her 
u Landgraviate, will be forced to diipofe 
«< of her hand without her heart/* — " I 
* f underfland your Highnefs,'* faid I; 
" but I am far from defiring to be matter 
" of her pofTeffions, for you, beloVed 
♦< Valefke, have long been the objetft of 
" my wifhes. I preffed her hand, fliere- 
•* turned the preflure, and from that mo- 
" ment our hearts were united for ever." 

Maximilian and Albert took leave foon 
after, and returned to town- together ; and 
the plckfuremat the latter and Rifa receiv- 
ed from his vifit, exceeds defcription; 
Notwithftanding MaximiliaaV extreme 
"* youth, 
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youth, his heart was a ftranger to fear, for 
the next day he publicly declared to the 
King his determination 'never to marry 
any one but Valefke. 

Arno was enraged at finding his project 

cruihed a fecond time, and did all in his 

power to prevail on the Prince to alter his 

- fefolution, but threats and promifes were 

alike inefficacious. " And even you re- 

" fufe to be my adopted fon," faid he, in 

the moft violent rage; " I will fteel my 

u . heart againft y6u both, and the enemies 

* c of my country may come if they like it, 

" aad divide my conquefts — I have nei- 

? ther fon nor relation — I know ye not.'* 

'He&or heard him, fmiled, and was 

filent. 

: Arno would willifcgly have let thehead- 
fhrong boy, as he called Maximilian^ have 
felt the effe&s of his anger, bpt he knew 
that if he did not give him X cornmiffiony 
he would enter, fome other ferviee, and 
that thereby he iliould increafe the number 
of his enemies.; therefore bitter as the pill 
was, he was foreed to. fw allow it, and 
Maximilian; wju placed in the army. Tliofo 
>.>i that 
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that wiflied for Albert Ydeftra&k>ii, were 
feverely mortified that their plan had again 
proved abortive, and their dependence 
was now on Terefa's machinations. 

Daring Alberts abfence, Buxar had 
made an acquaintance with a young man, 
who was become his almoft infepatafcte 
companion. Buxar in general difliked 
new acquaintance, and but feldom formed 
them ; nor could he himfelf tell how this 
new intimacy began, all he knew was, 
that Petit's cheerful temper and broken 
German often made him laugh ; and as he 
never troubled his head about his mailer, 
nor family affairs, he thought there ranild 
be no harm in his amufing himfelf at his 
expenfe. He had tojd Buxar that he whs 
a hair-dreffer, but as he never mentioned 
Terefa's name, the idea of his being con- 
nected with her never entered Buxar'a 
head. 

One afternoon as he was cfeanihg a har- 
ncfe, and Petit ftanding by Mm relating a 
flory of one of his amours, Albert re- 
turned from riding, a#d opening tfaae door 
of the ferv?&t& XPQm,. afc hc^pafied it called 
-* ; for 
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for a glafe of water. " I wifh you had 
u ftaid out a quarter o£ an hour longer, 5 ' 
muttered Buxar, " then I fhould not have 
" had the trouble of wafhing my hands 
" twice, but one can" do nothing here 
" without being hindered half a dozen 
" times/ 9 — " Let me carry it for you,*' faid 
Petit ; " look, my hands be quite clean. 
"~-I wifli you would,'* replied he 
" you will find a bottle of frefh pump wa- 
€t ter, and glaffes in that cupboard."-?- 
" &8 to\U mon catur" faid Petit, " befides,, 
" I, will be glad to fee de handfome Ma» 
" jor." So faying, he ran to the, cup- 
board, and Buxar continued brulhinghis 
harnefs ; but jufl as Petit had reached the 
door, he turned round, " Pfliah," faid he, 
" you have taken a dirty gjafs, tiie water 
" is muddy 5 give it me."—" No ! no !" 
replied Petit, " you only dink fo." Bi^ar, 
however, fnatched it out of his hand, and 
emptied it into a bafon that flood on the 
floor. Spitz his fpaniel,, who had been 
waiting for water . fbi^e time, haftily 
drank it, and before Buxar had wafhed his 
band* and the glafs, poor Spitz lay pn the 

floof 

\ 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



234 ALBERT DE NORDENSHIL0. 

floor, in the moft violent convulfibns. 
Buxar's eyes were opened, he threw doton 
the glafs, and {hatching his fabre from the 
peg it hung on againfi the wait, dretv it, 
and ran after Petit, who had got to the 
door before Buxar reached it.- — "You. 
" curfed hound/' fcreamed he, as loud as 
lie could, and aimed a blowat him, whidr, 
as the point of his fabre juft todched his 
back, only deprived him of his hair, Buiaif 
flood for fome moments, "with his drawn 
fabre in his hand, as if he was petrified ; 
his eyes alternately fixed on his expiring 
favourite, and Pettt's queue. "Poor Spite," 
at laft, faid he, " I little thought yotii 
u would have died a Sultan s death — but, 
" thank God it is no worfe ;" and kicking 
Petit's hair about, — " I wifh it was your 
" rafcally head, you infamous fcoundrel.'* 
Buxar continued ftorming and fwearing; 
till Albert, furprifed at the ftrange uproar A 
he was making, went to inquire what was 
the reafon of it ; which as foon as Buxar 
had told him, a dreadful prefentiment fil- 
led his mind ; and, ordering his horfe, he 
walloped to Rifa as faft as he could. 

He 
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He found herfeated on a couch, with a 
little table before her, on which one of her 
arms was leanings and her hand fupporting 
her head ; and in the other a cup of cof- 
fee; which (he was juft railing to her lips. 
.V Set it down— da not drink it !" haftily 
exclaimed Albert, as he entered the room* 
She did fb, with a trembling hand, and in- 
quired what was- the reafon of his unex- 
pected vifit, ' and flrange exclamation ; but 
he, without attending to her que ft ions, 
afked her if (he had drank any coffed, and 
was relieved, when fhe affured him fhe 
had not, and added, that it had flood on 
the table for fome time, but that ,her 
thoughts had been fo much engaged, on a 
very ferious fubjeft, that fhe had almoft 
forgotten it ; for continued fhe, " I was re^ 
u fleeing on the brevity of life, and the 
" certainty of death/' — " If I did not fear 
" to fhock you too much, beloved Rifa," 
faid he, embracing her, " I would tell you 
u what nearly happened to me juft now." 
" — As I know you are fafe," replied fhe, 
" I have courage to hear every thing." His 
relation was interrupted by the fhrieks of 

Chevalie^ 
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Chevaliery Rifa's lap-dog, who had jump- 
ed from the couch to the table, while they 
were fpeaking, and had drank the greateft 
part of the coffee. " Good'Gbd !" faid Al- 
bert, clafping his hands in agony, " like- 
" wife poiibn ! You were to die with me ; 
f « 'this attempt is too diabolical to pafs uri- 
' c noticed, I mufl and will be revenged on 
" the author of it." Rifa's eyes were fixed 
on the dog, and the tears ftarted from 
them, when fhe few the pain lie fuffer- 
ed. " Poor beaft," faid fhe, " fee what 
" agonies he is in ; an£ if it had not 
" been for you> Albert; bis fituatioa would 
** have been mine ; for I fhpuld have drank 
** the poifonous mixture, if you had not 
" prevented me the moment yoa did.— 
*' What a- cruel deftifly is mine ! far inftead 
" of communicatipg happinefs to thofe I 
" love, perfecution and death is the reward 
« of their affection," 

Albert. " Who made the coffee ?" 

Bifa. " I do not know.'* 

Albert* " I beg you will inquire, and 
u likewife, be careful what you eat and 
** drink; for as the danger increafes, your 
v caution muft do the fame." 

n Spphia 
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Sophia entered, and was furprifed to 
find Albert and Rifa fo agitated. " I can- 
*< not conceive/' faid fhe, " what is the 
*' matter with every body to-day, for yoa 
" both look like the pifture of woe ; and 
u our new houfe-maid has been wringing, 
t€ her hands, and crying for this half hour, 
** as if her heart would break. — I went to 
** her, and inquired what ailed her, but, 
u without anfwering me, fhe ran down 
"itairs, as if fhe was wild; and when I 
w font to look for her, fhe was no where 
<? to be found." 

Albert. " Which of your maids is it ?' • 
Bifh. "One you never fa w— fhe only 
" Game laft night. — The Countefs Terefa 
c . f recommended her to me." 

Albert. " And I fuppofe fhe made your 
"coffee?" 

Sophia. "Yes." 

Albert, (pointing to the dog) cf Look, 
" Sophia, what Was intended for our Rifa. 
€< (Sophia trembled) had I been a moment 
* later, Sophid! Sophia! fhe would have 
" been no more. — Why did that infernal 
" fiend take a female form ? for, what 

3 c « would 
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u would I dot give, to be able to. puniifc 
u her as (he deferves." 

Sophia. " Compofe yourfelf^ Major, and 
" be affured, that for the prefent, 1 wiH 
cc prepare every thing Rifa eats — fhe fhaM 
" take nothing that I will not firfl tafle. — 
" You will truft me, 1 hope i" 

Albert. " Yes, Sophia ! for one^ that 
" loves like you, can neither be bribed to 
".do a mean, nor a wicked a&joti.— -I 
<c therefore truft my all, mj* Rifa, to your- 
€t care — watch over her with the moft anx- 
u ious folicitude ; and affure yourfelf of- 
"my eternal gratitude." 

They again fent to inquire after the girl, 
but neither flie, nor Petit was ever heard 
of more. - - 

Rifa and Sophia had the greateft diffi- 
culty to pacify Albert, for his rage exceeded* 
defcription; butatlaft theyfucceededfo far, 
as to make him promifc, that he would not 
mention the affair to any one, nor take 
a.ny other revenge on that infamous wo- 
man, than by treating her with the con- 
tempt flie dcierved.. " This very hour fhe 
" fhall be informed of my fcntiments," laid 
' ♦ he, 
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be, foaming with paflion ; and they in 
vain endeavoured to prevail on hini, to 
defer his intention of going to her, till he 
was more compofed-~his refolution was not 
to.be altered. : ^ 

- Terefa was impatiently expelling the ar- 
rival of Petit, to whom fhe had. that morn- 
ing :given her exprefs orders, to adminifter 
the dofe, if pofiible, that day. The girl 
had, likewife, received the fame commands, 
and of her punctuality Ihe had no dpubt ; 
as Ihe. knew (he had no obflacles to en- 
counter. She was, therefore, throwing 
lierfelf from one chair to another, in a reft- 
le% impatient manner, when Major; de 
Nordenfhild was announced. On hearing 
his name, fhe ftarted as if Ihe had feen a 
ipe&re. I believe, for my torment, he is im- 
mortal, thought fhe ; and before fhe w as de- 
termined whether fhe would receive him or 
not, he entered the room. " There was a 
" time," faid he, as he did fo, " that I was 
« a welcome vifitor to the Countefs Terefa ; 
" then -the ceremony of being announced 
" was thought unneceflary ; but that hap- 
" py time is over, and the fight of me al- 

" ways 
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" ways makes her tremble." Terefa rec<r- 
vered herfelf as he fpokc, for his manner 
was fo free from embarraflment, that Ihe 
faricied herfelf undifedvered ; and to con- 
ceal the uneafinefs ihe felt, Ihe loaded 
him with civilities and flattery, which he, 
repaid with intereft. When he found he 
had lulled her fears, and awakened the hope 
in her bofom, that her charms had again 
fixed the attention of his roving heart, h^ 
pulled out his handkerchief, and fanning 
himfelf with it, complained of exceflive 
heat. " Will you permit me to call for a 
<c glafs of lemonade/* faid he. She rung^ 
for it, and when the fervant prefented it 
to him, he ordered him to drink fome of iK 
The man did as he was bid, and' Albert 
aiked him what countryman he was — " A 
€t Saxon, replied he." — " If I had known 
" that, friend, I fhould not have tried you " 
f.iid Albert,— lie drank the remain- 
der of the lemonade, and threw a du- 
cat into the glafs, to make fome amends, 
as he faid, to the fervant, for the. unjuft 
fufpicions he had entertained of him ; ai d 
tiltrning to Terefa (who was fitting on the 

couch, 
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couch, in death-like agonies — delpair and 
ihanie painted on every feature ; and large 
drops of cold fwcat foiling down her fore-* 
head) iaid* " How well thefeflowing,ring- 
V lets become you, Countds," and he rol? 
led a curl round his finger, as he fpoke* 
" What a pity it is* that what nature form* 
" ed perfect,, flipuld be ipoiled by art ; but 
" your beautiful hair reminds me Qf a fa* 
" vour I have to beg of you. — My coufin 
*< Selina arrived in town, laft night, andas 
" Ihc is to appear at court to-morrow, f] q 
" begs that you vyill allow your frifeur to 
" drefs hpr ; as flie knows no one on vvhofo 
" tafte ihe can depend lb well as yourV 
Terefa's agonies increafed as he fpoke — fhe 
attempted to anfwer him, but fhame and 
cqnfcious guilt almoft chocked her. AK, 
bert, without feeming to notice her confu* 
lion, continued — " I did not rightly wit 
" derftand you. Madam, but I think you 
" faid he was, run away ; if he is, it would 
" be droll enough, if he was gone off with 
u the foolifh girl you recommended to the 
€t Landgravine ; for fhe is likewife abfconcU 
<c ed, and nobody can tell what is become 
Vol. I. M «' of 

Digitized by LjOOQ le 



24^ ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD. 

~of her."—" Abfconded! do you fay," 
replied Terefa, gafping for breath, " I hope 
*' not — I am fure 1 thought her a good 
cc girl, or I would not have recommended 
" her." — " There is no doubt of her being 
€C good, for you fent her," faid Albert, 
bowing ; " but fhe madefuch devilifh bad 
" coffee for the Landgravine this after*- 
" noon, that the very tafle of it killed her 
* € dog." Albert fixed his eyes attentively 
on the Countefs as he fpoke, and perceiv- 
ed, that every feature of her once lovely 
face was diftorted by rage and guilt — he 
looked at her for fome moments with dif- 
guft and difdain, and after a long pauie, 
faid, " I am revenged, Countefs — deeds 
" like your's are eafier committed than 
" concealed — I pity you, from my foul ; 
" for not all the treafures the univerfe has 
u to offer, fhould bribe me to endure for 
" one moment, the anguifh, fhame, and 
" remorfe, that will be your conftant com- 
*' panions through life. — I leave you to 
" your own reflexions," continued he, 
taking up his hat and cane, " may they be 
<f as entertaining as you deferve — from me 

" you 
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%4 you have nothing more to fear ; for upon 
" my honour I fhallnever mention a tranfac- 
u tion that would make me blufh for you : 
" befides, you are too much an objedt of 
u contempt > to be one of revenge to me. ,f 
So faying, he left the room. Terefa tore 
her hair, and flormed like a frantic crea- . 
tare. In the height of her defpair, fhe 
took a fimilar dofe to thofe fhe had pre- 
pared for Albert and Rifa, and mixing it 
with water, haftily lifted it to her lips, re- 
folved not to furvive the difgrace fhe had 
met with.: but before fhe fwall owed it, a 
fay of hope glanced acrofs her mind, and 
prevented her putting her defign into exe- 
cution. Perhaps, thought fhe/ 1 may ftill 
find the means of punifhing him in a more 
exemplary manner, at leafl I will attempt 
it. She, therefore, deliberately threw away 
the potion fhe had prepared with hafte, 
and endeavoured to compofe her fpirits as 
well as fhe could. 

An opportunity, favourable to her wiihes, 
happened foon after their laft interview ; 
for the gathering fiorm that had threaten- 
ed Nordia fo long now burft; and be- 
M % caufc 
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caufe Albert was an honeft man, and Hec- 
tor's friend, he was torn away with it. Al- 
bert and Brambier, (an officer i& his regi- 
ment) had fpent an agreeable day with the 
Prince, at Hirfa; and as they were goipg to 
take leave of him in thq evening, he took 
a hand of eaqh, and faid, " On^ of you. 
" muft remain with me, u$lefs.I deceived 
<c rayfelf, when I thought that a Prince 
u could have friends. — Thq plan that I 
*' have long formed is now ripe forexecur 
" tion ; but one friend, in whom I can fafely 
*' confide, is necefiary— " Which of you 
" has courage enough to follow me ?" 
They both exclaimed together, (i I," Hec- 
tor preffed their hands, and faid, "I flat- 
" tered myfetf you woqld anfwer in this 
4 < manner, for I am convinced of your at- 
" tachment to my perfon, and could L 
" avoid it, I would CQmprife neitheE of you 
€ * in my misfortunes, although to fay the 
" truth, I do not know, whether he that goes, 
" or he that remains, is fafeft — therefore, 
" chance may decide your fate- — I am not 
4f unacquainted with the greatnefe of the 
<f lacrifice I require, for, you both have ties 

" that 
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" that attach you to Nordia.— Brambier, I 
" feel for your wife and family ; and Nor- 
c< denfhild, for your heart.'* He went to 
his writing table, and rolled up two flips 
of paper — they drew, and the lot to ac- 
company him fell to Brambier's fhare. " If 
" you have any meflage to town," faid 
He&or, 8C the Major will deliver it for 
" you ; for I muft beg of you not to leave 
" *ne."— " Nothing," faid he, laying 
down Ms hat and fword, "but to go 
Cl to my wife to-fhorro w, and with my love, 
u defire her to go, with her children, to 
" our country feat, as foon^as fhe can." 
It was extremely painful to Albert, to 
leave his friends in fuch a cruel ftate of 
uncertainty — " At leaft relieve my fuf- 
iC penfe/' faid he, € ' by informing me of 
" the Heps you mean to take/' — lc It is 
<* better for you, my dear Nordenfhild," 
faid the generous Hedtor, " not to know 
u them: as it is not in your power to be 
u of any fervice to me, why fhould I in- 
$ * volve you in my ruin. — Yout entire ig- 
" norance of all that concerns me, for the 
ctf future, will be your beft prefervative ; 
$t and I hope you will be able to exculpate 
M 3 " yourfelf 
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" yourfelf for the paft — farewell, Norden- 
" fhild, till happier times we are dead to 
" each other. " He fhook his hand, and 
they parted. Albert paffed the remainder 
of the evening with Rifa — tie did all in his 
power to appear cheerful, but fhe foon 
perceived the deceit, and endeavoured to 
prevail on him to tell her the eaufe of his 
uneafinefs; but her efforts were vain, "To- 
" morrow morning, my deareft Rifa, you 
" fhall be acquainted with it, but in the mean 
" time, let me beg of you to be.perfe&ly 
*' eafy ; for I fwear to you that it neithe* 
" concerns you, normyfelf." 

Never did time appear fo endlefs as that 
night to Rifa — refllefs and uneafy, fhe 
threw herfelf about her bed ; for her mind 
was tormented by a quick fucceffion of 
gloomy thoughts— each thought more vague 
and frightful, than the lafl: that chafed it. 
At lafl the long-wifhed-for morn, that was 
cither to difperfe, or confirm her fears, ap- 
peared; and the news fhe foon heard, that 
the Prince had privately left Barenau, was 
a dagger to her heart ; for notwithftanding 
Albert's affuranccs to the contrary, fhe 

knew 
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knew it would be attended with dangerous 
confequences to him, and that the weight 
of the blow that would be directed to Hec- 
tor, would firit; crufh Albert, 

That, and feveral of the following days, 
Were marked by terror and diforder. Arno's 
rage bordered on madnefs ; and he fwore, 
in the moft Tolemn manner, that the heads 
of thofe who had any knowledge, or were 
any way acceflary v to his fon's fcandalous 
defertion, fhould pay for the affront he had 
received. Many heads ' feemed to totter ; 
foT even a fmile, or a fignificant nod, was 
thought a fufficient caufe of accufation ; 
and the innocent, as well as the guilty, 
trembled. Thofe that were avowedly of 
the Prince's party, fought their fafety in 
flight : in fhort, the whole country exhi- 
bited one continued fcene of confufion.— r 
^ But no event could be fo agreeable as this 
was to Albert's enemies. " Now we ihall 
" be rid of him," faid they, " he mufl: be 
" concerned in this affair, let him extricate 
" himfelf if he can ; if he does, nothing 
" but the definition of the world itfelf has 
" power to fubdue him/' Teresa was half 
M 4 frantic 
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frantic with joy — fmiles that had been long 
baniflied, now appeared again on her face, 
and the thoughts of Albert dying on the 
fcaftbld, by the executioner's hand, and 
Rifa, in defpair, danced in her imagina- 
tion, and filled her mind with rapture. 
Servants of thofe that were interefted in his 
fate, were fent to walk backwards and for- 
wards in the ftreet he lived in, to watch 
all that palled, and to bring word the mo- 
ment they few the guard enter his houfe, 
that was to convey him to prifon. But 
how mortified were their employers, when 
they returned with the news, that the Ma- 
jor was juft rode out of the town, with his 
regiment, as ufual. Terefa cried for vex- 
ation ; and fhe, and the reft, met in pri- 
vate, to inquire what could be the mean- 
ing of it, and to confult what was to be 
done. They all agreed, that it furpafled 
their comprehension, that the moft guilty 
pcrfon Ihould be fuffered to remain at li- 
berty — each one advifed the other to en- 
deavour to difcover the King's opinion, and 
to hint to him their fufpicion of Albert's 
guilt; but no one chofe to do it themfelves; 

for 
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for to infinuate any thing againft him, was 
always attended with danger; and now 
that every other word that Arno pro- 
pounced was a fentence of death or ba- 
nifhment, they did not know how they 
might fare : and the end of their delibera- 
tion was, that they muft patiently wait the 
event ; a determination by no means agree- 
able to Terefa/ who, rather than an exe- 
cutioner fliould have been wanting, would 
have officiated in his ftead. She aflured 
them, that their procraftination would be 
fatal to their caufe, for that Albert would 
gain time thereby to declare himfelf of the 
King's party, and by doing fo, would en- 
tirely fruftrate their plan. They unaru- 
iiioufly agreed, that it would be a dreadful ^ 
itroke to their caufe ; but as fear and felf- 
love predominated in every heart, and 
put- weighed every other confideratioto, the 
company parted without coming to any 
determination. 

He&or's plan to free himfelf from the 

flavifh fhackles of a court, where he could 

, neither fpeak, nor adl with freedom ; 

where all his words and adlions were 

M 5 watched 
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watched by fervile hypocrites, who for the 
bafeft purpofes endeavoured, and fucceed- 
ed in alienating his father s heart from 
him, and rendering him an obje& of fear 
apd diftruft, was, through a combination 
of unfortunate events, become totally im* 
practicable. I fhall pafs them over in 
filence, as moil likely Arno's future bio- 
grapher will, although they might ferve as 
a beacon, to warn Princes of the danger 
that attends placing too much confidence 
in interefted favourites, who often pervert 
their bell defigns, and who, had they fol- 
lowed the impulie of nature, and their 
own hearts, would hare been fathers, where 
tljey now are defpotic tyrants. 

When Arno was informed of He&or's 
intentions (.which although by no means 
dangerous to Barenau) he called it a trea- 
sonable defign againft his perfon and 
country ; and death was to be the punifli- 
ment of his crime, as foon as he had him 
in his power. The feverity of his fentence 
occafioned the fincereft forrow to thofe, 
whofe hearts were flill alive to the feelings 
of humanity ; and many were the applica* 1 

tioiu 
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tions'that were made to Arno, to retraft 
it. Rifa, among the reft, kneeled to him, 
but kneeled in vain. Albert, with the 
moft perfuafive eloquence endeavoured to 
awaken his heart to the feelings of nature 
and juftice ; but his heart was become as 
callous as an inquifitor's; nothing feemed 
to have any effe<ft on it, and many were 
the tears that were fhed in private for 
He&or's unhappy fate. 

Albert, notwithftanding the frequent 
repulfes he had met, continued to plead 
his friend's caufe with unremitting dili- 
gence ; and, in a happy moment, fucceed*- 
ed fo far, as to prevail on the King, to 
promife that he would not attempt his life. 
But as foon as Albert's triumph was known 
in the cabinet, a panic feized every heart ; 
for they thought, if once they got rid of 
He6lor, the other would be eafily fubdued> 
but now they found they fhould have them 
both to encounter again : for the grant of 
his life they looked on as the firft ftep to- 
wards a reconciliation'; and if that was ef- 
fedled, their ruin was certain. To pre- 
vent it, therefore, every thing muft beven^ 
M 6 tured, 
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tured, for their all was at flake. The 
union of Hulm and Barenau, they knew 
to be Arno's hobby-horfe, that was there- 
fore the bait they muft make ufe of, and 
they foon found a favourable opportunity 
of trying their ikili ; for on the King's hap- 
pening to mention his favourite projeit to 
pne of them, a fignificaht fhrug of the 
ftioulder was all his reply. Arno's curio- 
lity was excited, and he infifted on know- 
ing the meaning of it. With apparent re- 
luctance, hints, and broken fentences,*he 
gave him to underftand his fears — that Al- 
bert and the Prince a&ed in conjun&ion ; 
and that, although the intended plan was 
delayed, it was not renounced ; and that 
Hulm was thepromifed reward of Albert's 
attachment. 

Arno's eyes feemed inftantly opened— 
the mift that had clouded them fo long, 
was difperfed, and the dreadful truth forced 
itfelf on his mind — numberless circum- 
stances, that he had not attended to before, 
confirmed his fufpicions, and Albert's guilt 
appeared as clear as the fun at noon day. 
" I cannot forgive you," faid he, " for 

fufFering 
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differing me to be the dupe of that traitor 
" fo long ; bat I will now trample on the 
" viper, that I have hitherto nourifhed in 
" my bofom."" They did not give him 
time to cool, proof followed proof; and 
how did Terefa exult that morning, when 

-Count de Prafcha, as he returned from the 
cabinet, called on her, and (hewed her an 
order, fignedbytheKing, to arreft Albert. 
" My dear, dear Count," faid fhe, em- 
bracing him, " put it into execution im- 
" mediately; for I fhall never enjoy a mo- 
u ment's cqmfort whilft he lives. 

Albert fpent the greateft part of the day 
in which his enemies triumphed , with Rifa ; 
for as he had no particular bufinefe in town, 
he went to her earlier than ufual. The la- 
tisfa&ion he felt at having mitigated the 
King's anger againft his unfortunate friend, 

/ and the hope that He&or's affairs would 
ibon take a more favourable tufn — the 
company of his beloved Rifa, gnd the 
finenefe of an autumnal day, after feveral 
rainy ones, contributed to make it appear 
one of the happieft he had ever fpent. 
Jtife, although poffeffed of all her heart 

defired, 
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defired, the company of Albert, could not 
conquer a depreffion of fpirits fhe could 
affign no reafon for. After dinner, Albert 
propofed walking in the garden, thinking 
the air would relieve her oppreffed mind^ 
She, with pleafure, complied with his de- 
fire ; but in fpite of their united efforts, 
nothing but gloomy ideas prefented them- 
felves to her imagination ; . and the leaves 
of her favourite apple-tree, which fell into 
her lap, as they fat under it, increafed her 
melancholy prefentiraents. Albert laugh- 
ed at them, and did all in his power to 
amufe her ; and at lafi fucceeded fo well, 
that a fmile appeared on her lovely coun- 
tenance. After fitting fome time, Albert 
happened to turn his head towards the 
garden gate, perceived Rufh running to- 
wards him, in the greateft hafte, and by 
the wildnefs of his looks, he was certain 
he was the meffenger of difagreeable 
tidings. He made a motion with his hand 
for him to flop, and went to him. Rifa 
followed him with her eyes, and faw that 
he fpoke a few hafty words to hisfervant, 
and then difiniffed him 5 but what caught 

her 
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her attention moft, w^s the, hurry Rufh 
was in to return, for inftead of going out 
of the gate, he jumped over a hedge that 
was nearer, and was out of light in a mi- 
nute. Albert returned with the fame com- 
pofure he had left her, and after paufing 
for a moment, he took her hand, and 
preffing it to his lips, faid, « c You have 
" often, my dear Rifa, during the time I 
" have had the honour of being acquainted 
" with you, had occafion to remind me 
"of the refolution we formerly took, of 
" endeavouring to bear the evils that 
" might befal us, without finking under 
" them. Will you now permit me to 
u repeat them to you, and 1 hope yoii 
'• have confidence enough in heaven to 
" fupport a difagreeable trial." 

Rifa. " I hope I have ! But tell me, 
" Albert, what misfortune has happened 
*' to you ? for that it only concerns your- 
" felf, your compofure tells me — fpcak, for 
" I am prepared for the worft." 

Albert. " Major Felix was at my lodg- 
" ing to inquire for me^ and on not find- 
'* ing me] has followed xne to your houfe • 

€t there* 
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*' therefore the urgent bufinefs he has 
u with me, is moft likely to demand my 
" fword." 

Rifa. u You fee, Albert, that my fears 
" you fo often laughed at were not without 
%i foundation/' 

Albert. " All I am afraid of is, that 
€C they have orders to feize my papers, and 
u I fhould be extremely forry if Amelia's 
" letter was to fall into their hands." 

Rifa. " I do not recolleft there being 
" any thing in it that can injure you." 

Albert. " Yes, there is, for you are 
€€ mentioned in it." 

Rifa. " The farce we have hitherto at- 
" tempted to aft is now over, for to affeft 
" concealment any longer would be ridi- 
" culous ; and for the future, the hitherto 
" timid Rifa will a6t as becomes the heirefs 
"ofHulm." 

Albert. " As I am convinced of your 
" prudence, I lhall not take the liberty of 
" advifing you. But one favour I have t<% 
" beg of you, Rifa, and that you muft 
" promife me ; it is, that you will not 
" ftoop to make. any improper conceffions 

"on 
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t€ on my ' account, for your doing fo 
" would embitter every moment of my 
" future life." 

Rifa. (fmiling.)"IpromifeIwill not, for 

% " you are of too much value to be purchafed 

" by meannefs.. But there is one thing I 

" can, and will do, if matters come to ex- 

• c tremities." 

Albert, (impatiently.) « What is it r 

Rifa. " Purchafe you by refigning Hulm 
" to Arao." 

Albert. " You will make me vain, Rifa. 
" Am I of confequence enough to enrich 
" kings for ?" 

Rifa. " Yes, Albert (embracing him) 
" to be happier than they/' 

As they approached the houfe, Falk, 
who had been ■ Handing at the door, met 
and told them there were foftie foldiers 
coming ; they looked out, and heard the 
officer command the guards to furround 
the houfe, for he had been told that Nor* 
denfluld would in all probability endea* 
vour to efcape, and that he mufl: take care 
to prevent his doing fo. Albert ftepped 
up to him and faid, " If it is me you want* 

" Major, 
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" Major, I am forry you tiiink all thefe 
** preparations neceflary — here I am, ready 
" to obey you." 

Felix endeavoured to excufe himfelf to 
Albert and the Landgravine, for the difa- 
greeable tafk he was obliged to perform, 
and held the order he hacl received to the 
former, who, without looking at it, faid, 
cr your word is fufficient, here is my 
" fword." 

Rifa. " Shall I order a carriage to take 
u you to town ? n 

Albert : %c That (Joes not depend on me; 
u for I am Major Felix's prifoner." 

Felix. ft If your Highnefs pleafes ; for 
" I believe I can anfwer for permitting 
u Major de Nordenlhild gaing to town in 
" a carriage-*' 

Albert. *> If I thought you ran any rifk 
* ( in doing fo, I would not accept of your 
*' offer. But if you wifh to gain the fa- 
i ' vouf of certain perfons belonging to the 
« court, you muft lead me on foot through 
** every flreet of the town." 

Felix. " I fhall. do my duty, without 
* c any regard to private intereft. Wiii 

" your 
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" your Highnefs have the goodnefs. to or- 
u der a coach ?" 

Kifa did fo, and at the fame time told 
the fervant to bring fome refrefliments, 
which the Major and Albert partook of, 
while the carriage was getting ready ; and 
fc the cheerfulnefs of the latter during the 
repaft, was fuch as to make Rifa for a mo- 
ment forget her fears. But when ihe 
heard the coach drive up to the door, her 
courage forfook her, and fhe turned as 
pale as death. Albert perceived by the 
change of her countenance the conflict 
that paftin her heart, turned to the Major, 
and with a fevere tone of voice, faid, 
" Never can our perfecutors repay me for 
" the anguifh this angel fuffers — but the 
" time may come that I may demand it/* 
Felix fhook his head and replied, " I am 
*' not unacquainted with their reafons, 
" Our King is the beft of men, as long as 
< 6 perfonal intereft is out of queftion, but 
" that predominates too powerfully in his 
" heart, and conquers every noble fenti- 
" ment ; and another misfortune is, that 
" he places too implicit a confidence oa 

" thofe 
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** thofe that furround him, who are gene- 
" rally influenced more by private pique 
44 or intereft, than by public good, and 
<c which many an honeft man muft fuffer 
" for." Felix took up his hat, and Al- 
bert did the fame, and looking at Rifa, 
favv a tear ftarting into her eye. " For 
€t fhame," faid he, " will you make the 
" triumph of our enemies complete?" tlifa 
fmiling through her teats, alked Felix if 
fhe might give his prifotter a parting kifs* 
« A thoufand if you pleafe," replied he, 
-" and if you will accept it of this," offering 
her Albert's fword, " with them."—" No, 
" Major !" faid flie, pufhing it back, « I 
€i thank you for the confidence you place 
*' in me, but will not make any ufe of it ; 
€C for thank God, I 'have it in my power 
* c to demand the reftitution of it with ho- 
"nour." — Angelic Rifa !" faid Albert, 
embracing her with rapture ; " moft per- 
t( fe& of your fex, reality of the ideal 
<( - being my youthful fancy formed, fare- 
" well ! Look at her, Major, and fay, 
u can you blame me for adoring her ! you 
ts are at liberty to acquaint whoever you 

" pleafe 
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KC pleafe with what you fc$ an^.he&r, fofr 
" we no longer intend kceping~our Jove a 
'* feeret. No ! the, knowledge of it fhalt 
" wring the hearts of ouc perfeeutors with* 
" r £ge and defpair, while, ftpulcj we eve? 
Cf h%ve tl|e power, we will no. otherwiftf 
** revenge ourfelves on them, than by re-' 
*f guying them with good for the evil' 
" they intended us." He embraced Rifat 
3gajr), and with, hafty fteps left the room.' 
Felix kiflfed Rifa's hand, and$ ap he fol* 
Ipvyed, Albert, faid, " I, had rather beer* 
V fent to the. forming of a town thai* 
"here" 

As they were ftepping into the carriage; 
a man on horfeback, with a led horfe,' 
galloped up to them, and gave Albert a: 
letter. " Am. I permitted to read it ?'*" 
faid he; the-Major bowed, and he open- 
ing ift, found the contents as follows : 

" If you wiflJ to retain your liberty, 
" mount the horfe I fend you, and follow 
<( the bearer of this immediately, for if you 
" delay a moment, your ruin is certain. 
" Your foes are numerous, and will leave 
** no means untried to complete your de- 

" flru&ion : * 

• 



2'6a ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD; 

** ftra&ion : but, above all, it is flic 
" Countefs Terefa you have reafon to fear; 
u lhe is a monfter in a human lhape. I 
u have reafons for faying fo, for I know 
€( and deteft her iniquitous defigns — there- 
u fore beware of her. I thought lhe would 
" have burft with vexation this mtirning 
*' when I declared myfelf your friend, and 
u faid iron truths to her, fuch as lhe is 
€ . € not accufiomed to hear. Was I ftill in 
€t Nordia, my condemnation would be the 
" fame as your's, but I am out of her 
u power, and wifh you to be the fame ;" 
" therefore follow my advice, and abfent 
" yourfelf till you can return in fafety, 
" For my part, my refolution is fixed, 
" never to fee it again ; for God preferve 
64 me from a court where an honeft man's 
" life is not fafe ! 

" RoLLO." 

"My compliments .to your mailer/' 
laid Albert, " and I thank him for his in- 
" formation and advice, but which, was it 
" in my power, would be contrary to my 
u principles to follow, and that 1 wifh him* 

" a plea- 
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ALBERT DE NORBENSHILD. 2,6$ 

K< a pleafant journey." He made the fer- 
vant a prefent, and tearing the letter into 
little bits, which he threw out of the win- 
dow for the pafling winds to difperfe, and 
again preffing Rifa's hand to his lips, the 
Coach drove on, and he with the greateft 
ferenity attended the fate that awaited 
him. 

- Rife, whofe fears were a little abated 
by the compofure Albert had fhewn, was 
again greatly alarmed when the carriage 
qame back, and the coachman informed 
her that he had taken the Major to the 
fortrefs ; but the arrival of Rufh, who en- 
tered almoft at the fame moment with his 
mailer's pocket-book, was fome fmall con- 
ization to her. She immediately looked 
for Amelia's letter, which ihe had the fa- 
tisfa&ion of finding, and likewife fome 
from the Prince, which, although they 
could not have proved dangerous to Al- 
bert, might have increafed He<3or's diffi- 
culties. 

Rufh informed her that all his matter's 
effe&s were fealed, and if he had been a 
minute*^ later, he Ihould not have been 
able to have favtd the letters ; he likewife 

added, 
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%64 LIBERT J>E KORDENSHJtP* 

added, . that he agd all his fellow-{pry§j*te 
iad received orders not to leave Nordia* 
and that none of them were perjnittp^ t& 
attend him : he faid he had jCif| gaet Bti^tar, 
who had followed his. mafter tp^tiie fob* 
trefs, but that he had not been alk>>vec| t& 
ipeak to him, although he ba^J offered to 
do fo in the presence of as many witn$l^_ 
as they chofe, as all he wanted^ with fyiq* 
was, to inquire what he was to do witjj 
the new horfes he had bought of the poft- 
mailer of Soden, and which.be h^djuft Tent 
All thefe circymftances were painfuj 
to Rifa, and her heart was rent by the 
moll anxious inquietude. Buxar cam£* 
to her palace to look for Rulh, and 
ilie ' hearing them difputing, , fejit for 
him to come to her. Buxar entered Glut? 
tering, and* feemingly but of humour, 
with God, the world, and himfelf,, as 
he faidj becaufe the horfes were come, 
and he did not know where. they were to 
Hand, nor if he was to order a livery fosjthe 
new coachman who was. come with them. 
" And is that the 6nly caufeof your unea- 
* e finefs }" faid Rifa.— € And eno.ugh too, 
I'think, replied he ; " befides, the horfes 
3 "are 



AtBERT 0J&-1*O*I>ENSHILD* lti$ 

< € arc not paid for : but 1 believe the beft 
<< thing I can do, wiU be to go home mid 
" write to my old mailer about them/ 9 

Mi/k. t€ He wilt be very much fright- 
*' ened when he hears of his foa's dete&~ 

« tiOD." 

Buxar. " Not he— he will only laugh at 
*' it — fuch things do not frighten us. If 
* I only knew what I was to do with the 
" poor horfes 1" 

Rita told him to put them in her liable, 
and to give the bill to her fieward, who 
ihould difcharge if; and likewife to order 
the coachman's livery, and to come to her 
for every thing they wanted during their 
mailer's confinement. Buxar flared at 
her. — " 1 underfiand you/* faid ftie, " but 
" what the world fays, or thinks, is of no 
" confequence. You may tell every body 
u that your matter's horfes are in myftable, 
4€ and pome to me here, or in town, as 
€( often as you will." 

Buxar left her wondering what would 
be the end of all this, and Rifa endea- 
voured to compofe herfelf as well as fhe 
could, that flip might be able to write a 
'Vol. I. N letter 
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266 ALBERT DE NOR<DBNSttIL&. 

letter of fotne confequence to her confident t 
tial minifter at Hulou s ; ,\ Kl . . 

But had lhe known fhe/perfecutioa Al- 
bert fuffered that evening, fhe would Tufa 
have been able to have done <o. Fofr\£S 
foon as Arno heard that Albert was at the 
fortrefs, he ordered Prafcha to* attend him 
to the governor's houfe, for .that he was de-* 
termined to ipeak to Nordenfhild, that lie 
might convince himfelf of his 'guilt, and 
that he. was unworthy of fhej uneafirrefs l^e.< 
felt on his account. This propo&l ^ra$ by< 
no means agreeable to the party, wfe> « 
knew the influence he had over : Axncfs 
mind, and they began to fear their fchemes 
would again prove unfiiccefsful, "and that 
the objeft of their hatred would retunrin 
triumph with the King. But their featfc 
were this time as vain as their hogp : had 
often proved, for Albert pronounced h$s • 
own fentence ; he fpoke the genuine lan- 
guage of his heart, without the l^aftjretror 
fpediion to his prefent pircumftanQe** ju&jd 
convinced of his hinocepce, he bore un- * 
moved the feminizing glance of Arfco's 
eye, and the malicious Jatisfa&ioa. that - 

TraTcha's 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AEBERi'fik ^fcR^kN'skfiB; 267' 

Prafcha*S fa'rcairtfrfhule's espYefleo'V ^What ! 
'* would Cafper fay, :t *fras'he' <o '"fed you 
« l&re* ?' n faid 'Arrib, :r in ; ar'cont«fa^tuous 
mariner.' '•' - "' r , 2 ft -"' ;v ° ;,:,! ' s • iv * : '- 1 iv -■ 

'^Sfek "'Hfe'tfonld' pity tie? <MMflf fiy7 : 
** 1& ib tefirfr to 4he deferts, itiy &n; ; and 
^^Wvirte- the 'frietidffcip bP bears and : 
*' ty^ere, for friends are'not to Be found in 
"'Batehawfc* ;■'•■'••'•'• '' • •' '.'" 
*' 'i^hMl ' "«ft J a truth that* you Have made' 
«;*n<sfi#eftfy feel; you," who poflfcfled'"* 
'^iny* tn^^cbhrMence— whom I would ; 
""have truftcd with my. kirigdom-*-with 
<4 'iny #fc£-td prove a rebellious tiftitor?" 1 ' : 

■Htffort. "Is 'my tfentence ^already pro* 
bounced ?*"• '- ' ' ' ' -V ' - ■";' 

'jim\ :n Your'artdgan'ce wnl hs&en it Y 5 
« r 'I eSpe6ted-fubmintonV foch as beeWnes '•'• 
"iyour pifcfeftt fitttatidtt (he" ldofced'at Ai- ■ 
*berf as 'Ke'^oke^ who remained un- 
" 'iftovedybut as t find you are determined 
« to haften your d«ftttKftlon^he'it fo* : 
" tJttunTlfrafchay akHrn^ private 'feffetary . 
** in; fib &bm.) Were youac<5uainted s 
"with' my fotfsv intention of leaving e 
" Barenau'i" ' .1 • ■>■■ '■■ - -• •"> 

•~ vi.x- N a Albert, 
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:rt de norpenshild. 

rried a meffage fro^thtf 

I ii^deny^ Hfctt£ ** 

at Hirfa/* 

What was dctpiwwd 9%that 

That is qol in my jo^gf to 
ur.Majefty, far ^hiM^s 
tilft I was there. c l left tht 
th telufta»ce >v fox ^.P^gi ye d 
wjas in agitation, but he jp- 
iform me what it wps.*' w 

•' You own, then, that vou 

» t . ' iT"a^7 h-Fjo* T 
tething of the Prince s n\ten- 

< ,.si P;* ,-• i-i? ntoit 3j>m ir ^ 

at $atyerg fiye y^a^q* but 

.> ... ; ^ .... - 4 i^ 



/ 
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ALBERT BE HORDENSfllLD. 269 

' ** (recovering his conttpofutc) you are not 
"my judge, I fuppofe ?" ' ' ' ' ' 
^Mtfo Wh^cdtlfiire'd/lne King IbdW 
S^iav and then afted' A^biert witH' ttYtoih 
Isfe'coVrefpondetfatAnieflna.'' ' r: 

' Altiiri. '■■" With" 'the 'youngeft' -Count 
^HeV.* : -••••: 1 -' - •-■-•- • 
c ' Jfni&; € < Yburpacketstb him often cbtf- 
w tained mo*& than letters ? M 

Albert. ™ Yes 1 for they were often ac- 
^ Mipkriiea With iketches of mydraw- 

^Artik "'Hans of my fortified places!" 

Albert, (fmiling) " No." 
L&H01 * 1 imagine your mirth will for- 
~'*' fate you, When you are confronted bjr 
™ wrfhenes who can prove it/* 
;v% Albert. " My never Jbaving taken any, 
^ will be a fiifficient refutation/* 

uifw. "Were you any ways concerned, 

* or d\d you expert to receive any advan* 

*Mage from the traiterous 'proceedings of 

" mjr abandoned fon ?" 
**\ : ' Albert. u He&or a traitor! an aban- 

" doned Ion ! none can represent him to 

"** your l&fcgefty in that manner but th£ 

^ N 3 « moft 
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270 ALtE&T't&B TOtPMISKIIil*. 

v- pocritcfi* . whofe ^bjoft finite fear * his 

..", wwtfc,:** nkttcb:m i»pkft^doj^ayT%ht, 

. c< Bat bejteye me, Sire, jth&t fft»;iWhpm 

€ K yau.for cru^Hyf ipjiirc(;,b//unjtift\!(WpU 

" cions, , tfill ftili fceome as* Qtfje& of 

"terror or admiration to theiwht>le^otl*, 

'Vand tt»tfi his*, aad yow cpeiqw -will 

"trembler : , ;: < ., , ; - ..- •> 

. w<4m.,«. JMtiwngh I fflrgive y<w 10- 

" manfic fpjly* I will tafccoee.aot ,to:be 

,. " a fufferer by it. Did yoft, I fay, '€$&& 

i€ to receiys any advantage fr$m htaxebeb* 

" lious proceedings ?" 

. Albert- M None 1 my <aaly, wilb was to 

^qflfefl: ft reconciliation between a fa&et 

" andfon, who, blinded by prejudice s&ifr 

" took.each other!s a&ion$* .bat.(figbHig) 

<' my attempt bus unfortunately &ita& '• •* 

Arno ordered Prafcha and the feawjfcry 

to leave the, room, and when they < **ftfe 

alope, he faid, *< Endeaypur to ctear y$»r* 

" felf ^is well as y<m, oa» when you *ftrfc 

<f frted,» foriqsr y^urMiS aji, offence agatpft 

V the-flafe, you-imsft abide^ythe deciiipi* 

" of tfce judges. Butthesenis oae^qoeC- 

3 : ^ "ticm 



v tioniLwifli yoo toihfifa jfof my private 
. W faJt&sfa&iotir ; it has feegn hinted to. me 
ff ^Mat :^0 Iw*&dg»a*me aiad you*carry on 
*i«*iccflrt cd»%0fldfeao^togb4her ; ? K * 
-Uji^^mf'WWbrt'A^ Kttlg r kiittw# can 
*« hardly be ealted> Secret. Uil adtffe the 
*'£*ftdgMVfott}' atod<ata e^Mtlly teloved 
* by h***-notWflg lkit death e*n Separate 
u us, or weaken our affedUon." 
-• JftWtf. (in. a Violent fiaffipn) " It is 
«< : ttttej then ; and* dare you own it to me, 
u fltfuiiiptuoud wretch ! tremble at my 
'* wathj &r y6u lhall feverely feel the ef- 
" fe&s of it." 

> Albert, (with* compofure) " Hfe that 
< r does- not fear death, is not eafily intimi- 

1 ;i/ffWi *" I know your.fentiments — know 
"wtatfyou faid the firft Landgrave of 
« c Htflm was tint a nobleman. — Ungrateful 
<* manl-MS it thus you repay tny friend- 
'^IllijpVJ kndw the obligations I am un- 
hide* nfoyod* Attar, but' your crimes 
*«&ftteeh, tihdSrfiH shake me forget thtth; 
** (pttufes>ihb^e^er, I will givte you a 
*' w«efr to toiSfider kii and if yoq wilt 
»5 *' ' N4 then 
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M thai reUnqfiii^h ^qr .^Irt^WjaUpte^Oh 
*t • iioas'itoL thfe ILahdgi ayis^ ^tt-atoy . *^ 
" pea myibrt^Avl^.r^hMyjdetett- 

fcert j« •*' cGtoftanqy dtll^wthii&#ur nfiptft&T 
Arno irith a loofcj which if irtihad&adlttee 
$ower of tb^baiiiiik^Kv^](fih^T» -killed 
jfcim on the fpot v caJBecbtd.theqgjBwupd^ "2 
*« rdfign you to them,. an&ltDfyour f«te,* 
&id he, " for, they that rcAtfe to hoar* 
^miiftfeeL* 1 * . r , v „;.,• 

-•• Albert returned with themiavbi$ toftm, 
aijd eonvcried with them in bis way thpw 
s#kh as. rpuch compo&re as if **okhiag 1*4 
-happeced. 



Rifa flattered herfelf wtfc$iftffa$RK 
<hope that Albert 3 confinement wquJ^ jbpn 
:he over, foj ihe was conduced of l#s $£- 
tire i wiocenpe of th* crim^ ^e$lg#i 
.againft him, and fome letters flactreq^eal 
from Rvilro. teemed to, promife l ^ l fort in- 
nate and fpeedy termination of « the affai*. 
-Yet altl^^^U fha ; h^d c^qu^dier f$acp 
:oa his occpyftt, Ihe , %hfid .far .tfoe, Jforiofjr 
of the xjiapj^ Joyed, aoi^th^ i^m.ef 
t»b^nce dragged flQwly on ; the invofun- 

l tar * 
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^tytqar wwM frequently ileal into; bar 
^ye, vn*ctt memory recalled tor bar Aoiag^ 

- < /£6piti*/ felt todi fympathiaed* with? her,* 
W'ifc^iNttid' only idtop, not' pour *fafe 
1>i)li» ^comfbrti into her ttonblcd miod- 
ft^is-tane^ ' fti&Vfarftm* appeared trifiwg; 
fcvheft 1 comparted to hwr'a ; b*t\ eauld * 
Tieirt like Rtfk^Tctttve eonfolatioo 6©m 
4fco kiidvvledge of her Joeodh misfortune* 
being greater than, her own I ShedtdaHr 
inciter power <to»*oaibat the eneoaie* of her 
ttf^tfy for which pwpoife ihe often weighs 
fctf tpg'kopcfc and fean together, aad<w*t 
happy when flier found the former p*qp<»rt- 
derate* ;-— flattering Ulafionsi how (boifc 
Wt^4«tf*4i^Ated ! ' * "' i »i : ! 

W*l#i«S*» tb^ft Brambier had t*«*^ 
*^^nt&rfce Of ddatlri whifch \2ie fooiv 
te&'&ffi^j/n^ ftipuh 

fetiiaftW^sJ life; wae the only condition 
1?hrat' s Hfe%^wiitald accejpt- of, for relin- 
^Vtfftiiii^ hi* Wrffej' his hopes^and-fatuie 
't^&tkborte.'i ^ f Bar'*Hd>^thoUgh*^ of re- 
tf'd^l^ an* 

j&^fri^ fattflyy fcotiqueredf every fclfilh* 

u'j'.i - •/* , .-■ , Nj ' though* 

r» # ■ 
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thought* and He&Wj without ;ithcniq;ft 
regard to himfelf, agreed toi the propo^afe 
that were' offered, . JBufcoof dfoatert had He 
done ibi-than ike K\ng ftgbed thc>fcoa4 
dea|naJk>fi ^hisr&ieflflflohe was fekfid 
in Honors prefence, and ted.ftom theooe 
tp the place of ex wutio©> witWifc Wa<bc« 
klgabfe tQ, fey ejhim. • ... <i ., w. rr H 
- When BLifa heard this cpuelioew*, ^T* ; tit 
the addition that Nbrdenihild^uki'fi^rir 
Aare the fame fete, her griqf ;wae beyo** 
defcriptioto. In the agony of defpahl-ihe 
drove to Arno's palace, and ran; to ^w 
apartment ; flie found him fummnckd fiy 
hi* imnjfteis, but regardless of their prer* 
fence, ihe, in the. moft moving tecma* 
prayed for Albert's releafe, and ma&* 
pt#p<Hals to him th»t made his resolutions 
way$r. Bui the di&pprobation thai cad* 
face expreffed, prevented his attending &* 

^ them in a manner he mofl; likely iw^ul^ 
haye done, had, he followed his own lOtAi* 
nation* At fcft tired of * felicitations: h& 

• was deteimined not to^gifcutj hedsfiwd her 

to tfpnen^j: he vyas he* guardian, unsl as 

fijeh it wa&hia^uty to pjt§ye|it bot::f<xPH 

i ** in S 
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§kg feft'ttlllttiKSfr fo improper fot hfer, and 
^^rt|Osf|il>t<> html She left hiiAtn a flate 
^[ tniiidiaAmrift ^tspertudbeiifis her own; 
fe Ri& to 'her aiigdr had fa4d things to 
hate that lie thought atid hoped ft* had: 
not beetle atqudihfdd with/ aiid the oer*- 
tainty of? • her being informed of them was 
by no means agreeable io hftn ; but hi$ 
lervile favtftiiiteB foon fucceeded' in quiet- 
ing hta> fears, and Albert's fituation re- 
mained unaltered. •' 
•The difcontent and confofion that 
irogned in h& itegiraent, when they heard: 
of his coitflnement, was fb great, that a< 
nwtiny Was with difficulty prevented ; for 
never did any officer poffefs the love and 
dloetn af thofo under his command in a> 
greater degree than Albert 1 did. -With, 
tfceift Mfe's cobdu<it was fuch as to deferve 
ttfe gfeafeffdppftiufe; for flie did all in her 
poWtt t6 fiipprefif the difcoritents that pre* 
domih&ted, af though it would have beefa. 
fb* hefrrnteteft*td promote them ; for not 
everi t6- hive J faVe& Albert- 6 life wduld flie 
fcftvfetoad { re<boiirffe to fo trimihdl kh a&ionj 
asmftilfttilat* rebellion :• tie*' endeavours' 
V N6 for. 
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ffg(io*ed« 4fc court &s ,waa. bq®npe (ftp 
*>tyc# iflf ponder #n4 fitt^ife ^ctefls 

fion ; but as every noble a&ionnJKas 
pegwdod : with a j*»»diced a $jrcitlK*& f© 

quity fcpn. 4ifcayei$d tfo* A<^ was Jbecoige 
an uavyelooiae, gueft ; but .44 (be wa$ jfo. 

. tennined not to Ujnder^an<J : lu^s, 0klw££ 
told in plainer terras, thatgfor h^r oi^i^/e- 
4Drity 4he had bqtter- rft^rn i<^ HuJ^for 
ibmpltime. He* reply wps# • " tfytfL fte 
.•'was dstwujfled *o be : thfe laft . :flfJK&gc- 
•^.dgnjfhild's friends * $*tyqqM^^p£$at'' 

lr A^4,for the future fhe frcqupijt^jspwrt 
oftener, and ; took more ftafr) qn ^ than 
ihe had ever done befor? ;. ^pd ta^cou- 
ngp Albert** party ,tQ perfeyere ip .|^e^ ca- 
deayours, ihe pulJifly declared ^er£$f the 
head of it, and did all ja her, po^r *o 
gain fome, ,cejtaui accounts o£ hjp^ but 

. her ei|d€»vogg f >¥crj5 ffuitfc£ v . . . - 
, In yaitf {hd feu^, ^^l^J^rk^bout 
the fortr§$ $ay. : &$d pig^£n&t^ the 

: P%#1 *»ea»s of bribery and perfuafion to 
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fp&kf&t '{*g* :-*i tettdr^^oftveye^tt* fcifti 
^ftid^hfey^gsto : *& fear thfct thi' repcn* 
^btf^pf^va^diifl' t<ma that' he had been. 
|>m^ly excepted/ Wto; but feto well 
founded. /.'■ V v *' : •-»; ::• . . .:. 
;i Oa«h mining, after ft tilght -$eif&fii 
*jtk*<^tei»pte Iknur went to the Larid- 
•^gravirie to gite fee* aa account of His ill 
&ceefe ^ He i^'dead, Buxar P fiud ft*, 
^nd 1 the agemy (he was in y too plainly 
-filtered ihe would not long furvive tile 
eorifirmation of her fears. " He is not 
*** dfead,," replied Buxar, damping on the 
-gr&ihd, and flroaking his beapd; <f nor 
* fean he die, while Cafper, I, dad a wb- 
- w mah ; !iTe8w*--Calpers name pronounced 
~&%y her muft move his heait" J ' 

' M '&jtfL ** His heart is much too eaHtoUs 
-^•fo rteiive hnpreffioos from any Voiee/** 
:; *' Buxar. Utl %\it he cannot be deaf to the 
« ** voice of nature** 
ili " ; I^& " Fear is the only ferifaiion fufeh 

*< monfters feel ; was Cafper the leade^of 
:Xd * an artjpkjf Akt ^rould follow hitn to vie- 

*• tory or 'death* I ihoutft have'lbthe iie^ 
-.> .-.'. ^: rt "— >f i, ;- -• .. «'|>eti(JeJice 
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17* ALBERT TO'ttOKBENSRlU* 

«* pendcnce on him, but as iti% his iniei* 
"fercnee will avail but little^ r, 

Amir- " It will, thobgh; But*bafFhe 
« does hbteomc to our iffiftahce, ia whak 
" puzzles me; be certaialy does* not thioJfc 
« the danger fo great 'as it is j 'hut ifhcr 
*< does not cor*ie foonj I ihall brfe&b enfc 
" myfelf, and then 'yoivrftafi heatf^what- 
^%uxar knows/* K , v * > ^ 

72j#j. " Know what you wiH, I amcer^ 
*' tain tbey will not reft til! he is ttead*-* 

* perhaps this hour is his laft." 

" Buxar. €i Then they wiH: never rcftC 
V'rfgifti, that Ifcao tell them r for if *# 
"had grafped at Arno's crown, -lie coofd . 

* not fcfrndeofci him ; a fecret refts in 'i&itf 
"bofoai — no, he cannot die !'* ' -^ 

jR^&. ^<Jood God ! Buxar, hotfrfcaft: 
<r yoti fo cbftfidentljp aflert athrngib qon- 
" frapp to Teafon!"; •: - - : >■ 

Itawv (haftily) " Why, do. yo**#fiali : 
" Arno could have figsed lb$ fe&fcencc of 
<f Prince fle&fcr's deaths, ♦ ? j ? - 

Ri^ldoked atjhimwitb forprrftv W^ 
Sophia, vihto ia^beiao:i'W!aikin^iip;«ii 
down the room whilft they were ipczkkogy 

gave 



gave a lotid ikieky and threw hetifolf iftto 
a chair. Rif i thought that the quick, facp 
c5cffloriofrdifagneeahl6 news, that had chafed 
c&uth other the tvholc day,: iiad .been too 
lAuch fwher^weakiictves, andhadpeca- 
lkhiijdaiit, ran tahcraifeftancei Butihe 
ifcas miftakin, for Sophia was never more 
perfeAly raiflhreft of her fenfesihan at that 
moment. " What a thought haa 
" ftarted into/ my mind** 1 faid fhe'i " a 
" ^riate banifhed me from my cradle, and 
« my father's houfc, faid Herman once to 
''tme as I was inquiring after his origin— 
f 6dn6re was not in Jhis power to inform 
°>hie. Be honeft, Ruxar," taking his 
h*nd,« u and tell me if Cafper has another 
" fon ?"— « Becaufe I am honeft/* re- 
plied 4ie, : %i I dare not anfwer you, but if 
"my ma^er monies th6 fcaffold you ihall 
u hear more — but,*' throwing himfelf at 
the llindgratlne's feet, " if your Highnefs 
**tloe8 riot- wiftv me to hang tayfelf, for-* 
" get what I havfc *M<lr -Rifa promifed 
h&» neterj t«J mention St;: as did Sophia, 
and he: kft thbm'4n^lie] ^reateft hafle and 

^5 The 
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The- ladies looked '^ear* oA^, ,r fehJ 
wondtrcd what would fee the ^Rdftfed 
of an Enigma that then? * ' corirroteh&n&on. 
cotildTiotfetfcom.'' /; < l y' ; u [niU '-*•* 

Public demonftrations of joy were ftte* 
bidden when Ht&or returned y bdt pteaihi* 
was viftble on the couirtenanees of many| 
and nofaffithftanding the preeairtioas tli* 
were taken to prevent it, Ac (at isfa<5&>& 
the army felt at the return of him, who 
they knew would iafutorc times itntaorta* 
lize the name of Earenau and its Woe4 
ftrald neither be prevented nor concealed^ 
Their joy was teu*and1umultiwas^ atfdl 
had He&er ehofen td have made*trffc >& 
the favourable opportunity, 'he could hscfk 
commanded- to-day what yefterdiy^as 
tefufed to his mtrcaties. But a ilep^df 
that kind he detefted, and. was determiired 
that nothing fhould- force him to *ma%6 
»fe of it, but the feilure <frf every othef &t~ 
tempt iofave His friends life; J i ' * 

^i<The-. mitiiftifyHbw in& trentoU&JawBe 
p6^ir;He6fot*hfcd^^^ 
lets were lent 16 pot fc fifcp^ to^feife^fi* 
■riotous rejoicings; they fuccceded' in 

filencing 

* 



fz^ci^g th^fa r but the cffufiqns of t|jek 
hea^A^^cquld^otfuppreis., , .. , : 
. : ,.J#^af r appealed but feldorn in, public, 
and when he did, the discontent ^hat was 
ftrongly marked on ryrry feature of his ex- 
p&Gfiive ^countenance, plainly ihewed the 
4iic<>ntei]t that ranocKured ict hi$. heart. . He 
jpok$> but UUle, yet his contra&ed brow, 
which feemed to meditate revenge, ofteu 
made the fcrvile crowd tremble. Every 
,weU-difpofed perfon thought, and hoped, 
Jy* return would be ferviceable to Albert ; 
Ijnt.jbeir wiih and ^xpe&ation feemed 
equally vain ; for as the number of accu&- 
jtions :t^at were alledged againfl. him, in- 
ffeafed daily, it was feared, his fallii^g a 
^rifice to faction was unavoidable. 
- ; Rifc jmgatiently waited for the return pf 
a meQebger ftje had feat to Hulrn^ to hafteat 
the interference of j^er roinift ry ; and Buxar, 
with e<jaal injpatiepce, waited for Cafper 1 * 
•»ri?aU whieb be knew would end their 
fears. " I ca$ ,m> longer fijppott the agQK 
{"nyJtWv", M& Rifc to 3pphia* put 
wningi > jthejday of, whfch ba* i**n ifceot 
mibfi &Q& c*ue} i»ff$qie; " I muft, aa<J 



ftSi ALBERT ife sroRBfcNMft&G^ 

"'will, endeavour td fefe BIA^fttfte^lfiror 
" the laft time V* 86£hH : drifted aPhttr 
intention, did wliatih^towiato^«rtl?oli' 
her to alter it; " It is tmpvmWfWf'Mi 

* Hightfefs J to go out fahfgktF fakWUe'; 

* for it thunders ariff* ains pr6di$du#J/' ; 
"•—That nature teVdltt at S J cte*d/ tfhkh 
<* wicked men rtjdice at* w$f rid* jnw?- 
« vent toe,** ifeplfeA flie * "' fof^fcnotr&fc 
« night will be the- laft of his life l" : > fee, 
phia retoonftrated j told her tfcte dangfc* ftfe 
would have to encbuntefj afcd tW* **RJr 
impoffibility of her fucefceding. " Nothing 
'•"is iropoffible," faidRifa, u butmjW 

* ing in the fiiripenfe I am in at prefetft * 
She put on her riding habit; and wtapjiitog 
herffelf in a large cloak, tetiderly eiftbwtcefi 
her weeping fnend, and went through ; the^ 
fcack door, with Falk, who was the only 
one that knew of her defign. 

* The whole town feemed to be in conftr- 
iion ; ©umbers of < ibldiers were ftanding \n 
fmail parties about the ilreefrs, whifperirig 
to each other, m a myfterioiis manner ; 
aftd ad flitf atten*iv«lyJiftened as (he pafffcd, 
ihe> hea*d<one iky**-** Yes, the trumpetafi 

♦ *• ! " " are 
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* r ar^»w|itj[ng ftJrrordeFs r 5 ,, and a little ^r* 
^r^ t^^fl^i.Pgihands togethen: " Re* 
fyTfiemhepf" faidtPye, ;" the .report of thfe 
"< canflpn ** ftb^i figi^d." "I ujoderftand 
" ypifc>" was the aitfwer ; and ihopafled pn» 
THfe nearer ihe approached to the fortrcfe, 
fhp mote violently her heart palpitated, and 
wher* Ihe had nearly gained th<? opter gate; 
a man, with hafty {brides* overlook, and 
paffed her ; who, although he was nuifSed 
up in a cloak, which, and his hat, entirely 
4ioBce4tal his face, fhe knew, by his walk, 
to. be H£6tor, She ran up to him, and 
taking hold of his a*m, faid, : " I know you 

* infill excufe jne,. for you have Jpvcd H— *» 
"rjGtaoe," faid he, " I did, but fay different 
*' thought? fill my heart now~*leave me. 1 * 
— &*&* throwing back her cloak* faid, 
" Prince Heftor," . < 

Hetlor. For heaven's fake no names 1— 
" ours are too dangerous to be mentioned* 
€€ But what is the meaning of your queA 
" tion; and what brings you to this plaee ?" 

• -Bifa. " To fee Albert." 

• Better. ^ Our- intentions are the fame, 
" for I, ltkewife, -wot* teiee, ttid<gt&rd 

" him j 

Digitized by VjOOQ lC 



&8A ALBERT BE WORDENSHjLtJ'. 

** him ; far I have reafon to apprehend that 
*fome mtfcHf^i^ii^^a^M'rfn^t. 
"tfofmy fathetfhjtavW iStolf i£H» 
5* ftrotifites'to TupWih'hiMWcSfc&l 
« V 'fflntaicr* P» k ^ W'^noY4iear' > fl i « 
*Mown)and Fa&^cW^&eyWiPSBflki- 
* vouting to drown** felrtferttfWtife/WiM 
« if. they fucceed in, I haveWditibt of 
* k thefrprevaiibg on htra, 'when fijfr&ste 
•« ofintoxieitiohj tef%iAlbertV*ntf&ce 
«of death." : ' > r--' t '■ ■■-> - ' ■ ^ <»'* ** 
JZ&&. (terrified ^ Do yto ijetflly 1!&& 
« they wiH-fuceeedr v ' ! . -t-'S^ 1 -* 
maorl •"> I think, arid ftar^v^ 1 tf&ig 

▼« ttiat ft thd—But (after a pauffe) dbfes^ny 
**'6Uier teafohy than the: defir£ of ^feeing 

-^hiWftrmg yob here?** L - ' ' ,f * " 
#j/&. " Alas ! what other indtivfcltofc 

M'htorcY*- ' ■■■■ •.'"' ' ••' *■! '^. : .'K;..d . 

-••>' tk&#. : "Then do you wait wider thdfe 

** willow trees; with your f&rvahf^lHtiA 

"** : time> as Iktetrie to you ; for 1 tetffe? ttl> 
4t dotiht of gaining admittance 'forlisf botSr 

^* hot before I attempt it, I awft e&ufeftife 
" fome poft», and give fome orSdWJWfc- 

•«4me mf efca|>e toiftwdeath^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AX.2EHT DE N0R1>£NSHILI>. aSc 

.yrfftlM Vlft fe9^*r *. W*:;T*oft feo« 

^W^^\*wItt^ teHMWi ;wbat «e your 

* 4 No, Rifa I I can fupport the agonies T 

£&BF% ##**#> &** ttcf ? 1 fcw ^ai days,- no 
* longer — I have, therefore, made prepa- 
^* T j5fJi9fl3 ; for a* dee#, whicftj however, \po- 
v^^tg.but extra w neceffity ftall force 

" felf." (Ereffingc her tisembHog lumt to 
fuftjwrt} . . . " • * 

So faying, he left her, and ft* retired, 
.yijfeh Falk, to the place where he bad*dc- 
i&qd her to wait his return. .. Every door 
c 4jpe#ed' at ,He&or's apprepchj except the 
ffl&Sb thjtf Jed to Albert.. " Keep Vtfk*"- 
ia#t *». odd ^rqnadky, < c or/'^(pi$J&tfi0g 

HeBor: ^Xto.jMUc kvwfwlgi, yo»r«e 

*S% fpeaking to ?" 

Soldier. 
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Soldkr. « I know who you *reM(liftw' : 
'.' irliaH am* and By whdfe <#de* I ft&Ki 
* here." ^ s -".*... w r ■■ - ■ " '•• i r.:oo * 

HeOor. « Arno w!old."< ' ' v.i v 

,'Solditr. "Ikna^trandfhaVpirbaps;* 
'f you may be my King to-morrow « but^ 
" neverthelefc I fhall do my duty/* ' 
>He&w: « Ate you married ?" . • ^ 

Soldier. " I have a wife* and fixjdrifr* 

He&Qf* %€ Let me paft, and I will pro** 

f # videf<* them, as long as they live*" *•■.* 

&M*<. "'They jftay worky and wrt* 

V, iteirJbrta4, *s I do." '. - --i;^ 

. He&vri " Tremble at the wrath of your* 
€ f ftrtrae-Kirig, whoneill ptmifh your.dtfir-* * 
" bedidfice to your Princ&'>' * ni« 

' Sold&rf < c Thofc that hake flced the- 1 
ISenfcmy it* as many campaigns m Shave** 
*? km ftjftrfgers to fear : befides, as long -at; 
* I fchew&doaiiy duty, 1 need tranabie >at< 
m ftOOltet" » * ' f •/•'"" ' .*'.-.% ;/:tc; ;, .? L.n s ' 
: *Hc6frnrwcnt ♦ to Rift): toirbota&lfciwMi " 
her, whatitegrfhoulddo** ^ Ihdyedone; 
«/ wljat I cg^uldito 'jgaroffedimttante,' • with- - 
" out fucceeding^H faid hl|Jff1iifiy9u chafe*- ■ 

" to 
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cc tp ftyif ^ihstjfeotujs.^Bll. let you pafc, I 

" jconduft you back in fafety." 

She went, and 'chlple/yeAia^ery perfkm- 
fion imbqr pofrte, but.wkb is Jrttleiiiccefs 
asi-Ue^Dtv/fcttd- d^ne.*-*? I»kim*v. yap,. 
"my fori, Aitltbo hferd^hicafrted'oldman, 
" ufed to cut wood at your palace/and often 
u toM uie how pteafed you looked, when 
" you walked in the garden with the Ma- 
u jor j fo I dare fay you would be glad to 
" ge> tb him, now he cannot come to you 

* • *~belieTC me, ; or not, it «nake6 my heart 
w ache to refufe you, but I muft do my 
"»dirfy. ?r The tears rolled down Rifiu* 
cheeto, as fhe turned focrowfolly iram 
him. " Hift ! hift!" faid.he* She, turned 
bacb ^ I will tell you what;" whiiperajl 
he* * Ifyou will wait till the clock fttikcs!, 
" I lhaH be relieved, and may-be bertha* 

* takefrmy place, Millet you pafi>-*-If I 
u did not pity you, I ihould ndthai»i«id 
*' f0"much- v Shereturt3^'toH«3»r^aiMi 
they counted the tedious mqmertts till the* * 
clock flrucfc, adQfd they few nhfc guard re* 
lievecL Fortunately forihftfln;^*th^ bext 

was 

i 
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was left eonfctentknis than the former,, ^nd 
intimidated by He&or'a authoritative man* 
ner, hefufferedhimand hU pompanioato 
pafiu The iron bolts were undrawn* and 
they entered the dreary abode of their 
friend) and lover. They pafled from fen* 
try to featry, without muth difficulty, till 
they chme to the door of Albert's room*— * 
He <Jtor forced the lock, the door flew open, 
and Rifa was in Albert's arms, after a fe» 
paration of feven tedious weeks ; and to 
complete his joy, Hector was with him. 
Was any thing wanting to make this the 
happieft moment of his life? Yes, liberty! 
but which, at firft, he did not feel the pri- 
vation of— he forgot his confinement, for- 
got every ditagreeablc circumftaftce at* 
tending it, in the arms of his Rifa, and his 
friend; and if he embraced them, it was 
the fame to him, if it was in chains, or 
/freedom- , But when the firft tranfport of 
' joy-roaa a little abated, he doubly felt .the 
lafs of the bWSng hejaad fo long fighed 
fcr—felt tbo Jiorrors of his fituation, which 
would be incjeaiod by thq momentary plea- 
firaten^w. eqjqyedt Ao. ,..♦, f1 

The 
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The &qxm was abated, and Arno, fiit- 
TQunded by thofe he took for his friends, 
(although heaven kqpwp, that not one of 
them was really fuch) were fitting at Tup? 
per at the Grove* Arno was out of fpirits 
th^t evening— his wine would not relifh, 
nor the mirth of bis guefts communicate 
itfelf to his heart ; and he was loft in his ' 
<*wn refledUons, when a page entered, and 
delivered a letter to him — he opened it, 
and read the following words: 

"; Jfy& I have fpmething of eonfequence 
"io.fey ,tp you, improper for your com- 
v pany to. hear, I beg you will tame into 
* j ;^ lc JSPfdcn* aud fpeak to your 
1/ .:.• * - "Casper." 

^/'(Jafper'l Qaiper!" faid he, riling from 
his feat, ; " thank God ! the deed is not 
" /committed ; for what anfwer fhcruld I 
<(t ,have been able to, have given you, when 
V yqu.aikecl me for your fun ?" — " Cat per, ** 
repeated every one, terrified at the name 
of him, who, although now but the fhadqwr * 
of. his fonder : felf, had often made them 
tremble. They endeavoured to diffuade 
the King frortx. going to him, pretending.- 
Mol. I. O that 
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that the d?mp ^ir would injure his health ; 
for they well knew, that a private confe- 
rence with Cafper would be death to their 
hopes. " Would it not be better for your 
" Majesty to fpeak to him here?" foid one 
of them. — u What do you want to alienate 
" myheartfrom him too," replied he, with 
a furious look; "Remember, you were en- 
*? joying your repofe, when he ventured 
" his life to fave mine.*' Saying fi>, he 
left the room. Not far from the door a, 
withered hand was offered to him — 'Arno 
feized it with pleafure, and faid, " Wei- 
" come toNordia, my friend." — < r Good 
" evening to you," replied Cafper. When 
they were at fome diftance from the houfe, 
Arno faid, €€ But what is the reafon of 
" your feeking me here this' dreadful 
" night, Cafper? — I hope you haVereceiv- 
" ed my letter." 

Cafper. "Yes, I have received it; and- 
" what I want is Albert. — Heaven fend I 
" may not be too late." 

Arno. " Poor Cafper, how I pity you— 
V he is, indeed, in a dangerous fituation." 

Cafper. " What is he ill ?" 
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Arno. "No! butmyremonftranceshave 
u hitherto had no effedt on him — how wil- 
<6 lingly would I pardon him, would he 
" but liften to my advice ; repent of 
<f his crime, and promife not to repeat it ; 
<f but inftead of contrition and remorfe, he 
4i arrogantly demands juftice." 

.Cafper. " I am glad of it — howexadily 
** does he anfwer the expectation I formed 
" of him : I predicted his fate would ,be 
* c jufl: what it is ? for he is honeft, and 
" you are furrounded by fycophants and 
" fawning, parafites, who have already 
■" tarnifhed the luftre of your youthful 
" days." 

Arno. " You forget, Cafper, whom you 
" are fpeaking to." 

Cqfyer. " I thought I was fpeaking to 
" my friend Arno, not to the King of Ba- 
" renau ; but it is indifferent to me which 
" of them hears me ; for he that has been 
4C regardlefs of his life till eighty, will not 
" begin to fet a value on it then/' 

Arno. *' You mifunderfland me, Caf- 

u per ; but affure yourfelf, that your fon's 

" lituation is neither owing to mifreprc- 

O2 "tenia- 

. 
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4t fentation orinjufiice, but entirely to his 
€s own head-itrong pride, which will nei- 
<( ther afk, nor receive a favour." 

Cafper. " That is the trait in his charac- 
ter that pleafes me beft; fori Ihould 
*' have been forry had he implored one of 
" you ; and delpifed him, had he meanly 
" crept to your courtiers. — But you know, 
*' Arno, that I wield the fword better than 
" the pen, and am, therefore, come to an- 
" fwer your letter in perfon. — I plainly fee 
" that Rife is the caufe of all this buftle, 
C( and that you are unwilling to relinquifh 
" Hulm. — I fuppofe, Arno (after a paufe) 
4e you will be afhamed to go to war with a 
" girl ; and what elfe will be the end of 
*' your perfevering in your prefent con-. 
<f du6l? remember, her firft loud com- 
" plaint will, arm all your enemies, who, 
"•glad of an opportunity of humbling you, ' 
* f will gladly embrace her caufe, and re- 
4( new their former claims to your country. 
* c — Do you think, Arno, you are power- 
" ful enough to engage with them all ? 
" and if you are, will you chufe to facrifice 
*' your troops for nothing ? for you muft 

" be 
• 
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,ec be convinced, that you cannot be a 
* f gainer by the war ; as the moft you can 
" hope, or expedt, will be to retain your 
" prefent jpoffeflions, and that is veiyun- 
u certain. — Refiedl yourfelf, if it will not 
u be better to pacify Rifa by releafing Al- 
cc bert ; ftie will then remain attached to 
u you, and his fervice you will be able to 
" command, and, perhaps, you may foon 
" have occafion for it." 

jirno. " I know I fhall foon want men, 
cc fuch as you wert ; but however that may 
c< be, it is no longer in my power to re- 
cc leafe your fbn ; for as I have refigned 
u him to the judges, the law muft take its 
" courfe." 

Cafper. " It is not in your power ta re* 
€€ leafe him, do you fay? — Poor Arno ! you 
» <c are funk very low indeed ; for I find you 
u are no longer mafter of that country you 
" fhed fo much blood to conquer ! (and he 
€< turned from him as he fpoke, to conceal 
" his vexation.) I fuppofe the letter, that 
" was to inform me of Arno's death is loft ! 
€t I fhall inquire about it at the office, and 
"have the poft-mafter punifhed for his 
O 3 €€ negle£h 
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" negledl. — Yes, A mo is certainly dead ? 
u had I known it looner, the remembrance 
'* of him would have coft me many a tear; 
€i for his courage and liability were fuch, 
" that nothing but death could fubdue 
" them !" 

Arno* (confufed) « But what would 
" you have done, had you been in my 
" place ? — if your fon had been a traitor, 
4t as mine was ?" 

Cafper. €i I perceive^ Arno, you have 
" the common infirmities of age, for your 
" mind is weakened with your light and 
" hearing : although I am older than you, 
" thank God ! I Hill enjoy my mental fa- 
" culties ; and will tell you what I would 
" have done, had I been in .your place— I 
a Ihould have had thofe hanged, that 
<c wanted irpe to wear lea ding- •firings ; and 
•' confided in thofe that they reprefented as 
w : my enemies." 

j£rriQ* " You are a terrible man, Cafper, 
" what eccentric thoughts you have !" 

Cafper. ^ I was Ho once, but now I can- 
<c not withftand a guft of wind. — But tell 
" me, Arao, what, were the fenfations you 

« felt 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ALBERT DE NORDENSHIELtt. a$.$ 

" felt for Albert the firlt time you faw him ? 
" were they only fuch as one feels for ade- 
" ferving flranger ? 

Arno. " I loved the ferpeat with the 
" affe&ion of a parent." 

Cafper. " I find you are doomed to mif* 
" take all your children's actions." 
' As Caiper fpoke the laft. words, he made 
a fign, and a woman came from behind a 
hedge, nb&r the place where they had been 
^talking* She approached the King with 
ilow and meafured fteps, and when near 
'him, threw herfelf at his feet, and with a 
trembling, fcarce articulate voice, faid, 
"Arno, Amo!" 

Arno. (furprifed) "Who is this woman ? 
" what does fhe want ?"— -" My fon I" faid 
ihfc, with a faint voice. 

Cafper. (throwing her veil back) " Look 
"at her." 

Arno. « Julia !" 

Julia, (clafping his knees) " My fon t 
"Arno." 

Arno. " Cafper, what is the meaning of 
" this tragic-comedy ? 

O 4 Cafper* 
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Cajper. " I am forry you think it fuch— 
" is your heart quite filent, Arno ? does 
" not nature fpeak ? or do you ftifle its 
" voice ?-^did you never obferve the brown 
" mark over his left eye ?" 

Arno. " Oh God ! he is my fon*— my 
cc heart tells me he is, (trertibling) gracious 
" heaven ! had I figned his condemnation, 
et diftra&ion would have been my fate." 

Coffer. " I educated him with a father's 
u care, and he more than anfwered my 
" expectations — fuch are the men Arno 
" loves, thought I, fori did not know then 
" how much you were altered ; but now I 
€t repent having done fo. M 

Arno. " I feel I deferve your reproach." 

Co/per. " I made a man of him, that I 
" knew would be ufeful to you and your 
" country — one, on whofe fidelity yoir 
" could fafely confide. — For your fake, I 
" bore the lots of my onlyfon, without 
" clamorous repinings ; for know, that Al- 
" bert was the innocent caufe.of banifhing 
" him from my arms — what is become of 
'< him, heaven only knows ! for fince that 
<< day, I have been ignorant of his fate." 

Arno*- 
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Arno* " Never can I repay the obliga- 
" tions I am under to you — Julia, my dear 
" Julia, your fon fhall immediately be fet 
" at liberty." 'r.c 

Julia, (embracing him) f There fpbke 
" the father; but will your Majefty grant 
€€ me another favour, the only one I fhall 
" ever afk — the permiflion of feeing him." 

Cqfpeu (interrupting her) " Julia, how 
" dare you difobey my orders ?" 

Julia. " Becaufe I hope a generous King 
" will grant what a cruel brother refufed." 

Arno. (furprifed) " What, has fhe never 
"feenhim?" 

Coffer. " No L a fainting fit (lie was 
" feized with immediately after her deli- 
" very, facilitated my defigas.— I had him 
" taken from her. and brought to my houfe, 
" where, as you know, he always piaffed 
" for my fon. — She has lived in the moft 
" fblitary retreat, fecluded from the fociety 
" of the world, thefe two and thirty years; 
" for although I trufted her with the know- 
" ledge of the fceret, I never allowed her 
*' to fee her child, left, by not being able 
" to conceal her maternal tendernefs, fhe 
O5 « might 
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" might betray herfelf and you : therefore* 
" if I confider rightly, I mufi: own fhe de- 
u ferves the pleafure flie at this moment 
" feels, and the gratification Ihe has fighed 
" for fo many years," 

Arno. (preffing Julia to his bofera) "Un- 
" fortunate mother f — Yes, your wiih fhall 
" be fulfilled, you fliall fee him — Calper, 
" take my fignet, go to the fortrefs your- 
" fclf, and releafe Albert — your being the 
u meffenger of his enlargement, will ren- 
" der his liberty doubly welcome.— But 
" Cafper, you onderfland me." 

Coffer. " Yes, and am willing to repeat 
" the oath I formerly took." 

Arm. (fhaking his hand) " The preffuf a 
€ * of youT hand I know to be as binding as 
" an oath. — Oh \ had I but more hands 
" like this, or was able to flrengthen it." 

Coffer. u If you will Hften to me for all 
" hour to-morrow morning, I hope I fliall 
" be able to convince you, that you have 
« hands, and hearts, both able and . wil- 
" ling to ferve you." 

Amo. " That I moft certainly will ; for 
u he that has given fuch unprecedented: 

" proofs 
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u proofs of his attachment, as to forfkke 
"his own child to ferve toe, muft be & 
? fiaend indeed." 

Cafper* « Be it fo theh.— G<^6d nighf, 
" Arno ; I hope I lhail fee yofc in better 
tL {pints to-morrow ; bat take leave of her 
-V (pointing to Julia) for yonr next meet- 
" ittg will be in heaven !" 

Arno. (tenderly embracing her) "Theiv 
" perhaps^ we may not be fepafafecL 
"long/ 1 

Julia* cc l»ong, very long ! my. Arno,, 
" may I wait your arrival theire — butwhea 
V you dome " 

Arno. " I will prefent to yoa a better 
si* crown, than the one you ib well de- 
" ferved, but which was not in my power 
Ci to offer, yosi here/' 

Julia, attempted to , kneel to Arno*, but: 
he > prevented^ and again embraced her, 
and with tears in his eyes, returned to the 
houfe. Cafper kd his trembling (ifter, as 
well as he waa able, to the garden, gate,, 
where Btixar was waiting witb Albert's 
carriage, which immediately conveyed them 
to the fortrefi. 
•. ? 06 GafperV 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



300 ALBERT OB 2*0RDEN&HI£&* 

Caiper's name would have been Sit? 
ficient, without Arno's iignet, to ha^ve* 
thrown open every gate in Nordia, ,ev?i* 
at the midnight hourr they, therefore, 
gained admittance without the leafl diffi- 
culty. 

Rifa's arm was thrown round Albert's 
neck, who feemed to have forgot every 
thing but the blifs of the prefent moment. 
He&or flood at a window oppofite them, 
leaning his elbow on it, his hand fupport- 
ing his head — his eyes were fixed on them, 
and his mind feemed tortured by the re- 
flexion, that to infure their happinefs, he 
fhould be farced to facrifice the lives of 
many — when the door was fuddenly thrown 
open, He&or ftarted, drew his fword, 
and attempted to gain it ; for he thought 
the time was come, that he muft give the 
.fignal. « Put up your fword. Prince/' 
Taid Cafper, " for fuch as I can only fight 
" with a crutch." As foon as Albert heard 
Cafpcr's voice, he jumped upandran.tomeet 
him ; Rifa followed him. " Father!" faid 
he—" Father P repeated Rifa. . "That is 
" Albert," faid Cafper to Julia, "and that 

" Ri&." 
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" Rifa. ,? Julia clafped him in her arms, 
prefled hirato her heart, and almoft fmother- 
ed him ivithkiffes; and then turned toRifa, 
whom Ae embraced wifh almoft equal ten- 
dernefs ; and then Albert again, till quite 
overcome by the excefs of her joy, fhe, 
without uttering a fingle word, funk from 
his arms, and fainted. Every one was 
frightened, and attempted to affift her, 
but Cafper called to Buxar, and another 
fervant, who was waiting near the door, 
and ordered them to carry her away, which 
they did. Albert, as well as the reft, was 
in the greateft confternation ; inquired 
what was the meaning of the preceding 
fcene, and who the woman was. — " She is 
" a perfon," replied Caiper, cc who a&ed 
4i a Ihort, but interefting part in life, which 
" being now finilhed, fhemay be faiddead 
€€ to the world — in heaven you will be better 
" acquainted with her. — You are at liber- 
" ty, Albert." Then turning to Bifa, and 
- taking her hand, — " I own I did not ex- 
" ped to find your Highnefs here ;" and 
fhaking Heflor'-s hand, " I hope, Prince, 
" to fee you with your Father to-morrow 

"morn- 
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* morning — in the mean time, jpeace t& 
" Noniia 1" 

They alternately embraced each other* 
sind returned to town together in the coach. 
Cafper came in. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 



THE COURT. 

AT the appointed hour the next morn*- * 
ing, Cafper went to the King ; his 
prefence, and the weight his words had on 
Arno's mind, filled the trembling fyco- 
phants that furrounded him with fear and 
difmay ; for Cafper did not fpeak with tlie^ 
cautious re(pe6l of a fubje#, but with the 
warmth of a friend, and the dauntlefsnefs 
of age, that is fuperior to fear. He felt 
himfelf tottering on the verge of eternity, 
and his fpirit feemed ready to take its- 
flight, Fa&ion faw — trembled — and was 
convulfed. " Arnol" faid the trembling 
Cafper, when they were alone, and he 
was rifing to take leave ; " Arno ! 
" if yoa wifli for peace of mind in this- 
u world, and happinefs in the future, pet* 
" fevere in your prefent pacific intentions f 
" remember, that at your age you cannot 
* c expecSt to live much longer ! You are 
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" now King of Barenau, and have power 
€€ to communicate happinc^ or miibry to 
" thoufands, but in the impartial balance 
" of eternal juftice, a figh from an op- 
" prefled fubjedt will as far outweigh your 
€t crown and fceptre, as a tear you have 
" occafioned injured innocence to fhed, 
" will your moil heroic deeds. The 
. « world fays you are religious — your ene- 
" mies fay you are a bigot — but for my 
" part, I believe you to be neither the one 
€€ nor the other, for you; like moft people, 
* c follow the rites of your ancestors, with- 
" out fuffering them to operate on your 
" head or heart. But the profcffion of 
" religion, without the pradtice of it, is 
. " but of little avail, and will never pro- 
9 € cure you an approving confcience, with- 
19 out which, never expert happinefe nor 
" content. Nat much longer, Arno, 
" will wine and flattery have power to 
" ftifle its voice in yourbofom — -mot much 
" longer will you be able to command tu- 
" multuous amufements and noify mirth, 
" to chafe fleep from the eyes of your at- 
tendants, and reflection- from your 

mind ; 
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" mind ; for foon will you be called to 
" give an account of your ftewardfhip 
" here, when, perhaps, you would gladly 
" change conditions with the pooreft beg- 
" gar in your kingdom ; for you will not 
" only be forced to account for a long life 
" and reign, but you are likewife refpon- 
" fible for thofe who adied by your com- 
" mand. You know, Arno, when I was 
" a foldier, I always behaved with * as 
** much humanity as was in my power ; 
" never did I fuffer a village to be de- 
" ftroyed without the molt abfolute ne- 
" ceffity, uor did I ever wantonly facri- 
" fice the life of a fingle man ; yet even 
" now, how many agonizing moments 
" does the thought occafion me, that had 
" I adted otberwife, perhaps I might have 
€€ faved a life, or prevented a tear being 
" fhed. Do not fuffer yourfclf, my dear 
" Arno, to be deceived by empty founds, 
" they may tickle your ear and amufe 
<f your fancy for a moment, but can never 
" fatisfy your heart. Do not, I repeat, 
i€ fuffer yourfelf to be duped by them, for 
" at your time of life, how foon may the 

" veil 
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" veil of fiftion be remoyed,and unadorned 
" reality take its place ! I have nothing 
" more to add, nor indeed any thing more 
" to do in this world, and now, for the 
" laft time, prefs the hand of my king 
" and friend — my Arno's hand ! I ihall 
" immediately return to my loved folitude, 
" and there with patience and refignation 
" wait for the awful fummons that only 
" the wicked have reafon to dread* 
u Adieu, Arno I we ihall meet again in 
" Heaven." 

Arno was extremely affe&ed ; he ten- 
derly embraced his friend, and repeated 
his ptefling intreaties that he would at 
leaft remain with him fome time; bat 
Cafper was not to be prevailed on to do 
fo. " Your are King of Barenau," faid he, 
" I of Grieffenhorft, there my repofe will 
" not be difturbed by amufemeiits, nor 
" my peace of mind by intefefled .flat- 
€€ terers. Once more, farewel ! a£t for 
" the future in fuch a manner as to gain 
€€ the approbation of your own heart. For 
" my part, I have nothing more to do in 
" this world — my bufinefs in it is finifhed 

" —I have 
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Ci - — I have dofed my account, and fhalf 
." now endeavour to prepare myfelf for the 
tf next— I will lead the way, Arno," 
fhaking his hand; " and do you follow 
« me" 

It was long before the King would fuffer 
him to go ; they repeated their adieus a 
number of times, and always recollected 
fomething elfe they had to fay to each 
other. Their parting was truly affedting, 
and would have afforded an admirable 
iubjedt for the pencil of an artifl: to deli- 
neate friehdfliip in advanced life. Arno 
fo entirely at that moment forgot the dif- 
ference of iituation, that he infifted on 
leading his infirm friend down flairs, ^1- 
>though a number of courtiers prefled for- 
ward to offer their affiftance, as they went 
through the anti-chamber. Perhaps many 
of them offered it willingly ; for callous, 
indeed, muft that heart have been, who 
could fee that venerable old man without 
refpe&ing him. 

Near the entrance of the gate to the 
left, there was a hall or room for flrange 
fervants to wait in, and when the King 

and 
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and Cafper had nearly reached the bottom 
of the flairs, they faw Buxar come reel- 
ing out of it, with his drawn fabre in his 
hand, and florming in the moft violent 
manner. " What is the matter ?" faid 
Ca/per, holding up his crutch at him. — 



One can eafily imagine that Albert's en- 
largement made a great noife in the town, 
anrd at court ; but I intend leaving both 
for the prefent, to pay a morning vifit to 
the Landgravine, to inquire how Ihe 
does, after the ftrange viciflitudes of the 
preceding evening. And I am the more 
eager to do fo y as I expedl to receive plea- 
fure there, which, alas ! at prefent is hot 
to be found at court. For there I fhaTl 
no longer find a fathers arms opened to 
receive a worthy fon, as I did an hour 
ago, when Cafper concluded his juflifica- 
tion with thefe words : " The bleffings or 
* c curies of heaven and your country are 
" ftill in your power, therefore determine, 
" O King and Prince, which you will 
" chufe. Do you prefer the joyful accla- 
" mations of your grateful fubjedts, for 
" your united efforts toinfure their happi- 

" nefs, 

Digitized by LjOOQ LC 



ALBERT DE KORDENSHILD. 309 

*' nefs, to the fcorn and derifion of your 
" enemies ? If you do, embrace and? re- 
" main friends, and let each for the fu- 
€c ture look on him as his moft dangerous 
" foe, who endeavours to firew the feeds 
" of fuipicion in either of your minds. 
" Arno, you know IledWs heart is not 
" to be purchafed, therefore endeavour to 
" gain it by confidence and paternal love. 
€€ And I hope, Prince, you will attempt 
€c and fucceed in the difficult talk of con- 
€€ quering yourfelf ; if you have been in- 
" jured, try to forget the wrongs you have 
*< fuffered, and remember, that the beft of 
" kings is but a man, and as fuch, liable 
" to error — and this man is your father." 

They forgot their animofitities, an# qQ- 
braced each other with mutual affej^iofo, 
and the laft tear that fell from Caf- 
per's eye, dropped now — it was a tear of 
joy at being the means of 'this happy re- 
conciliation. But the calm that reigned, 
was, alas! as tranfient as the cheering 
rays of a winter's iun > for not an hour 
after a frefh ftorm arofe, which feemed to 
threaten defirudtion. 

When 
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When Rifa awoke in the morning, Ihe 
elofed her eyes again, to continue, if pot - 
fible, the pleating dream that hadamufed 
her fleeping fancy during the night. In- 
deed, the events of the preceding evening; 
appeared more like a vilion than reality, 
and fhe had ibme difficulty to perfuade 
herfelf Ihe was awake. 

Sophia fat by her bed-fide, anxioufly 
watching her, for the violent agitation (he 
had returned home in the night before, 
*' had fo relaxed and wearied her, that flie- 
feared her health muft fuffer by it. 

" Thank God !" exclaimed fhe> asfoon 
as the Landgravine moved, and fhe faw 
by the fmile on her countenance fhe was' 
well. " Good morning, Albert/' faid 
Rifa, throwing a kifs to the faint rays of 
the morning fun that peeped through her 
window-curtains. — u And good morning 
" to you, my dear Sophia," continued 
fhe. jSophia embraced her, and it was 
with the fincereft pleafure fhe found her 
fears were .vain, and that "her amiable 
friend was well and happy. She was flill 
^^uninformed of the late events, for who 

was 
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was compofed enough the night hefore to 
relate them to her ? all fhe knew was, 
that Albert's affairs had taken a favourable 
turn. For after pafflng fome hours in the 
moft cruel fufpenft! the preceding evening, 
and fending one fervant after the other to 
feek the Landgravine, fhe heard a carriage 
flop at the gate, fhe impatiently ran to it, 
ahd was agreeably furprized at feeing Al- 
bert jiimp out of it; who, after affifting 
Rifa in alighting, led her to Sophia, 
whofe hand he prefled, and then haftily 
returned to the carriage without fpeaking 
a word. She with difficulty fupported 
Rifa, who trembled exceffively ; nor did 
Albert feem much lefs agitated. " Look ! 
" look !" faid Buxar to her, as he fhut 
the coach door, iQ that is my old mafter — > 
" that is the general." She turned to do 
fo, and to welcome him as their guardian 
angel,, but before her eyes could cateh a 
glimpfeof him, the carriage rolled on 4 
" Many would rather have feen the devil 
" than him, I believe," faid Buxar, as he 
hobbled after it. 

Rife 
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Rife attempted *to ./peak, but her tears 
that flowed in abundance, interrupted her 
words. Sophia begged of fter to try to 
compofe herfelf, and led her to her apart- 
ment, which fhe fyad np foo/ier gained, 
than, quite overpowered by tfte yiolenqe of 
the contending emotions fhe Ijad fo long 
reftrained, flie fainted. f IJer attendants 
with fome difficulty undr^fled, ap3 put 
s her to bed, when, overcome by weak- 
nefs and fatigue, fhe foon fell into a cqnvr 
poling flumber. , 

Her firft tranfports of joy were now 
abated, and Sophia's fears for the confe- 
quence of it happily removed. . " Are you 
" quite well this morning ?" faid fhe. — 
" EtafcAly fo," was Rifa s anfwer. " But 
" did you fee Cafper laft night pV-'.' 1 

Sophia* •' Buxar told me he was in the 
" carriage at the moment it drove away. 
" The pleafure I felt at feeing you again 
" w«s fo great, that I hardly perceived 
" Albert." 

Rifa. " That fcems to me to, be impof- 
* € . Able. But you have no idea, Sophia, 
" o£tht power Cafper has here; every 

" door 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ALBERT DE NORDENSHILD. 313 

€t door flew open at his approach. — Let 
" me give you an account of the fur- 
" prizing things that happened laft 
"night/* 

Sophia. « But before you begin, let me 
i€ difpatch ,Rufh f who has been waiting 
"fome time. His matter, 1 d.are fay, is 
*'. impatient to know how your Highhefs 
u finds yourfelf this morning." 

Rifa. " I will get up and fpeak to him 
« myfelf." 

She did fo,, and throwing her peignoir 

v over her (boulders, went into her drefling- 
room^and defired Sophia to ring for 
Rufh. " Good morning to you, Ruth," 
faid'fhe, as he entered; " how did you fleep 
« laft night r— " Sleep, your Highnefs, is 
" a night in our debt, for we had enough 
u to do the laft without it," replied Rufh ; 
"for as all my matter's effe&$ were fealed, 
« and every thing was in the greateft con- . 
"fufion, we endeavoured to put theflt in 
" order as well as we could." 
Rifa. " Your cheerful looks, Rufli, 

" tell me you do not regret the trouble 

" you had." 

VoL - L P Rujh. 
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ifc^fl. "No! for I affure your Highnefs 
" I never pi fled fo happy a night." 

/2^. " I am convinced of your attach- 
" ment to your mailer, and value, you 
^ for if. But tell rae, is ypjir raaftei: 
"well?" / ' / " ' 

ifc/^. " He is qujte wefl, and I am fqre 
" he will be quite happy ,whep h? |iear$ 
" your Hfghnefs is fp — for j(ie is very urieafy . 
" on your, account." . , 

Ri/a. " Then return to him. this mp- 
<* ment, and tell him I fhall be glad to fee 
4t him as foon as he pleafes." 

Rujk. " I am certain he will, very foon 
"have the honour of paying his refpe£ls to 
" your Highnefs." 

Rifa\ " Wait a moment, . Rufh, (fl\e 
" opened a jewel-cafe, and took a ring put 
4C of it) carry this to your matter, and der 
" fire him to tvear it for jny fake ; tell him 
" it is the ring my father received from, my 
* i mother when Ihe was betrothed to him.: 
i£ loi)k, htere is a motto, whigh is To -fin all 
" that perhaps your matter may not imme- 
>" diately take notice of it, therefore fhew 
" it him-*— Inferrable — do you fee it? And 

" do 
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<#> do yoa take this watch, for I can find 
" nothing elfe at prcfent that will be ufe- 
" fal to you (throwing her jewels about) 
" you may fell your own, and give ybur 
* c money to the pdor, for I will take care 
" to provide for you, Buxar, and all your ' 
u fellow ferv&nts. (Rufti attempted tokifs 
tc her petticoat, but fhe puihed him back, 
" and gave him her hand.) For fh&me, 
** Rulh, never offend me again by fuch 
** mean obfefquioufnefs — am I not a mortal 
"like yourfelf ? But tell me, Rulh, how 
" did it happen that j-qu wete all aflembled 
« at the forlrefs laft iiight ?* 

Rujh. " In the evening a man that was 
<€ muffled up in foch a manner that it was 
cc impoffibte to dlfcover who he was, 
A * tapped at our window, and told us to 
"iaddle our hbrfesy and wait with them 
u near the fortrefs.— By whofe orders ? M 
fajd Stiri.— " Fool !" replied he, and left 
us. 

Rifa. " Do you know who theperfon 
;"was?" 

Rujh: (whifpering) « I think it was 

«f Prince Heftor. However, I followed 

Pa « the 
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the perfon : in the fired I law and 
*? heard feveral things that alarmed me. 
tt Thank God, the affair took the turn it 
" did, or I believe the grave-diggers would 
" have had plenty of work* to do to-day ? 
€e I therefore thought it would be better, 
" in cafe there fhould be danger, to go 
4( home and fetch my gun, and whilfl 1 
" was loading it, my old mailer arrived., 
" He immediately ordered the carriage 
u and Buxar to attend him to the King. 
" We all kept near the fortrefs, deter- 
" mined, if any harm was intended pur 
€€ mafter, either to refcue him, or die in his 
u defence — but I am glad our affiftance 
" was not neceflary." 

Rifa. " Was the General up when you 
" went out ?" 

J&ujk. " He went with Prince He6lor to 
" the King above an hour before my mafter 
** fent me to your Highnefs ; and I heard 
*' him fay to his father as he helped him 
" info the carriage, he hoped he would 
** fucceed in his intention of reconciling 
« them." 

Rijlu 
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Itifa. "What events have happened 
u whilft I was afleep ! and how peaceful 
" were my flumbers !" 

Sophia. " An ever-watchful guardian 
" angel prote&s the favourites of heaven 
" when they fleep." 

^tifa. "I will only afk you another 
" qiie/Uon, Rufh, and then difmifs you. 
u Have you heard who that flrangc wo- 
" tfcan was ?" 

Rujh. ". TJpon my word I have not ; 
" Ihe came with the general, and went 
" with him to the King, and was nearly 
" in the fame ftate when flie left him, as 
" Ihe was in when Buxar and the ftrange 
" fervant carried her from the fortrefs to 
" the carriage that was waiting for her 
#< near it. It was a plain travelling coach,. 
" the fame they came in, and four poft- 
u horfes ; a woman was fitting in it wtu> 
"received the fainting lady; Buxar or-. 
" dered the poftillion to drive on, and it 
« was out of light in a moment/* 

Rifa. " The wholy ftory is a riddle to 
'< me." 

P3 ' Rujh. 
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Rufh. « And to me likewife. : , But per- 
" haps Buxar will inform yowv Highnefs 
" of it, if you wiH,<afk him. I have find 
" nothing to him about it, . for 1 know my 
" afkingliim would be to no purpcrfe; I 
" happened to be in the room next to that 
" the General flecps in, .when my mafier 
" led him to it laft night ; and I heard 
" him afk his father the fame queftipn 
" your Highnefs did me ju# now. His 
" anfwer was, Mt is.a fecret:I «n bound 
" by an oath never to difclofe." 

Rtfa. " Then go-a,nd c^y e h\ffi the 
".agreeable information that I vazp t vyell, 
i€ a#d wilh to fee him." 

.Rulh went, and Rifa throwing herfelf 
into her friend's arms, (aid, " Am lawake, 
u Sophia ! for I can hardly perfuade.my* 
";fc)f to believe I am."-r u I ttQpe," was 
the reply, " that Albert's arrival will foon 
"convince you."^-" But in the mean 
" time," faid the Landgravine, <*<let me 
u relate the marvellous ftory to you/' 
They featcd themfelves on an ottoman; 
and Rifa began— *-" When I left you, 1 
" went towards the fortrefs ; near it I met 

" Prince 
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" Prince He&or, whaled me to Albert ; 
" we found him fitting f in his iblitary 
" prifon, in a melancholy pofture— -he 
a feemed forfaken by the whole world, 
lf When the door opened and he few mc,, 
ff he flcfw as quick as lightning acrofs the- 
u room, without being' awed by He&or's 
" prefence, into thefe arms, which gladly 
'* received liira. I thought I had touch to 
u fay to him, but I forgot 6very thing at 
" that mdtoeht, except the pleafure I felt. 
u Hedtor walked Up afcd down the room ; 
" he feemed to be our guard, and often 
" looked* at Us' with the moft frateriial af- 
"fe<5tioh. Never, Sophia, fhall I be 
f able' to repky that worthy man for his af- 
u fedlionate kindnefs to me. We might 
c< have been near an hour together;. I was 
u endeavouring, and had nearly fucceeded 
•' in banifhing a frown that wrinkled At- 
" bertYbrqw. Heftor flood at the win* 
" dow, and feemed loft in tlwught : we 
$i heard a noife in the paffage, and the 
" door was fuddenly thrown open. I 
%t cannot fay I was frightened, but I re- 
« member I caught hold of Albert's hand. 
. - P 4 " He&or 
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" Hcdtef drew his fword at the moment 
€t Calper entered. I am certain, Sophia, 
" I ihould havii known him, even if AU 
" bfcrt h&d not faid Father ! for never was 
" courage and worth mote ftrongly marked 
" than on every feature of his* expreffive 
" countenance, which, although fur- 
" rowed by the iron hand of age, is one 
" of the fineft I ever faw. * Cafpet was 
" followed by a woman, fhe was veiled,* 
"and feemed to gafp for breath as flie 
V entered the room ; fhe eagerly embraced 
" Albert, and then me, and heaving a 
ft deep figfr, fainted in my arms. Al- 
" though no longer young, Are retained 
" the remains of beauty, and her form 
'< was extremely elegant. In the agony 1 
" was in, I could not find my fmellkig- 
"' bottle ; I called for water and help, but 
" there was none to be had. Cafper 
" called on Buxar to take her away, 
" which the* hard-hearted old man' did, 
" notwithftanding my earneft entreaties to 
"the contrary. I am certain, Sophia, 
''this woman's fate is by ibme means 
" nearly connetSiect with our'sj but there 

" feems 
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" feems no probability of our ever fathom^ 
" ing the myftery." 

Sophia, (after muling : for fame time) 
44 I wonder if my fufpicions are ground- 
" lefs !, You fay, Rife, this woman went 
« with Cafper to the King ?'* ; 

Rifa. « You heard what Rufli faid> I 
€€ know no mqre about it ; for I had no 
*' opportunity of mentioning it to Albert 
" laft night.'* 

Sophia. " You without doubt remember 
" whatBuxar laid to- you, when you were 
44 fo alarmed on the Major's account ; 'he 
« cannot die,' faid he, < as long as Cafpef 
4 and I live, and a woman can pronounce 
4 Arno's name.' He talked of the voice? 
44 of nature ; and when he was alarmed at 
44 the difcovery he had made, in his con- 
4 < fufion, afked, 4 if the King could haya 
4 confented to He&br's death !' Sum up 
44 all thefe circumftanees, my dear Rifa, 
44 and tell me what you think of them. 
44 Love is unjuftly called blind,, for m 
" manyrefpe&s its eye is more penetrating 
« than that of the greateft politician." 

P 5 Rif^ 
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&ifa. * " I recoiled perfe&ly the cireupa- 
" fiances you mention, and have often 
** thought on them ; but, in fa& 9 ' it js 
" immaterial whether we are acquainted 
" with the fecret or not, for Albert will 
" neither be more nor lefs amiable, let his 
*' origin be what it will. {But I wonder, 
" Sophia, he does not come ! T> 

" Sophia. ." If Cupid had lent £uih his 
" wings, he could hardly be at home yet; 
" and impatient as you are, you expedt 
iC his matter to be here already. But I be* 
" lieve it is time to drefs." 

Rifa.. " Drefs ! what nonfcnfe ! Albert 
" in prifon was not lefs dear to me than 
t€ Albert at court ; and do you think I 
" fhall be lefs eflimable in his eyes #i this 
u limple cloak, than if he fees me in the 
" moft coftly apparel and gayeft orna- 
" ments ? I thought, Sophia, you were 
" better acquainted wuu love." 

Sophia. " Herman was a beggar, and 
* f yet I loved him." 

Rifa. (fmilirig) " Well, then, I will 
€ * dreis ; but I aflure you I do not intend 
V doing io> becaufe I expeft Albert ; coiiie, 

", Sophia, 
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" Sophia, let <ufc . begin, the • important 

«'tafc;" 

. Jufi as flie was going to ring for her at- 
tendtfpfc, Falk knocked at the door, and 
told Sophia:, that the poor people tyere 
watting for their weekly allowance, and' 
ddaxed her to afk the Landgravine for it, 
'Rifadiftributed a hundred and fifty florins- 
every week to a number of indigent per- 
fans, and this was the firfl: time-there was^ 
odcafion taremindhcr of her bounty ? but to- 
d^yihehad entirely forgotten it. — " They 
" (hall have double iheir ufual allowance," 
faid ihe ; ks and I thick, Sophia, as it is fuchi 
c< A £ he day; we will give it th<?m- otnv 
v felves— tell them, Falk, to wait in the 
" garden > and bring our breakfaft to the 
" feat under the balcony." She went ta 
her eferutoir, and holding up the fide of 
hex. peignoir put money into it, without 
flaying to coilnt it ;, and then* with a heart 
*s light as innocence could make it, ran. 
with Sophia, to her penfioaTs, whom iW 
©rderfed to aflemble about her. §he diilri- 
buted her bounty to them,, apd was amply 
xepaid by thp tear or. fmil$ pf gratitude 
P6 each: 
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each face expreffed. The fcene was be- 
yond defcription interefiing, to fee. the 
great Theflalo's daughter, furroundecl bjr 
a number of poor and infirm perfbup> re- 
lieving their wants, and familiarly con- 
verting with them ; and the pleafhreiheir 
countenances expreffed was more osring 
to the condefcenfion of the giver, than thc % 
gift itfelf. 

1 In the mean time Albert arrived — So- 
phia faw him firft, but he made a fign to 
her not to notice htm, and fhe did the lame 
to the poor ; he therefore had the pleafiire 
of enjoying for a moment the beauteous 
fight, of his Rifa in a fituation that re* 
flefted the greateft honour on her hqart, 
relieving the wants, and alleviating the 
difbreffes of the indigent and affli&ed. She 
was too much occupied at firfi: to perceive 
that their eyes frequently wandered in a cer- 
tain dire&ion, where they fixed, till fhe 
happened to remark Sophia's chiding ones — 
fhe turned her head, and faw Albert lin- 
ing againft a marble pillar, of the Corin. 
thian order, looking at her: — "Albert/? 
faid fhe, ftarting from her chair— the re- 
maining 



Digitized 



by Google 



ALBERT DE NORDENSWLD. 325 

maining part of the money fell as fbtedid 
fi>.*~" Take it,V was all &e could fey, as 
fhe ran to meet him. , " D<* I . fee you 
" again, Albert?" .was all (lie could arti- 
culate, for her tears prevented the , ut- 
terance of words, till recovering herfelf, 
and turning to the poor, ftie continued* 
" perhaps the Almighty has bleffed me on 
" your account. Lafl week you partook 
<c of my ibrrows, now fhare my joy, and 
" tell every one you fee, that Rifa is hap- 
u#.pjk M They did not go, but we will leave 
them for the prefent, to fetch Cafper. 



We left him, fupportedbytheKing, at 
the bottom of the flairs, and the drunken 
Buxar* with his drawn fabre, reeling to- 
wards them. " Buxar, Buxar !" faid 
Cafper* " what is the meaning of this ?" 
for he had too much penetration not to 
difcover, that Ibmething extraordinary muft 
have happened to him. 

But as Buxar does not feem to be in a 
Situation to relate his ftory, we will do it 
for him. 

Aftes 
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After he had ted his rnafter to tte door 
of the King's 'apartment, he returned to the 
room we mentioned before— 4faere ivks no- 
body in it ; he therefore' fat down and "re-* 
Medoli tht ftfenge chaWges the «laft 
night had produced, an4 wfendfered hdw ; 
they would end* He hitd hot fet J lo*$gy 
when one of the King's footmen edterid, 
and afked him if he would drink a glafe of 
wine, which he willingly accepted; for as 
he had fpent afleeplefs night, he was ttttd,. 
and felt a croaking and tumbling in iiis* 
ftomach, that made it tfee more accep&blm 
The wine and fome*bifcuiis were brought, 
and he eat and drank with his ufual appe- 
tite. Soon after another fervant came in,, 
and pretended great joy at. feeing hira,~-~ 
" I have fome better wine than that you. 
" are drinking," faid he, "I will treat you 
" with it." Buxar did not need much pe& 
fuaiion ; for his throat was of fuch a tex- 
ture, that when once moiftened it received: 
every fluid that was offered it without 
any refinance. With "fuch temptations* 
therefore, it was no wonder his heart grew " 
light, his little pig's eyes fparkled, and 
3 *" s 
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his tongue ran with extreme volubi- 
lity. He related 3 number of .adventures 
he and his old ma&er had been engaged 
in-r-good .and had, juft as they came into 
his heakl. This was exa&ly what .they 
wanfod ; for I have aip -doubt but that my 
readers ha\je already difcovered the tra# 
that was- kid, 'to draw the Secret from the 
fenfelefs Buxar. After feveral artful turn* 
ings and windings, jfhey led the difcourfe 
to the Major, whom they praifed in the 
moft extravagant terms, and hinted, in 
confidence, thai they were not unacquaint- 
ed with the private reafons of the extreme 
power his fother had over the King; but 
to.be fine, as Buxar had lived fo many 
years in tbefemily, he muii know the par- 
ticulars jof them better than they did, and 
that a$ none but friends were prefent, he 
need not be afraid to mention them — they 
^dded, that they had been told, that a wo- 
man had 'been with the General, in the 
garden the night before, when he law the 
King*— that fhe went with him to the for- 
trefs, and that the fentries had told an odd 
ilory about her being carried' away in a fit * 

hut 
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but for their part they fuppofed it to be a 
pack of lies. " A-ha P* laid Bfcxar, " are 
" you thereabout ;" and, laying his head 
on the table, pretended to fall faft afieep r 
They did what they could to wake him, 
but not another word could they get out of 
him. When they found all their efforts 
were vain, they lefjt the room one after the 
other, and Buxar really then did what he 
before pretended — fell afleep. 

But he was foon difturbed by a violent 
noife at the door — he ftartcd up ; it was a 
gentleman, who faid he wanted his rafcal 
of a footman, and thought, perhaps, he 
might find'him there. " How do you do, 
"Buxar?" faid he, « I little thought to- 
u have feen you here this morning.'*— 
" Hum," faid Buxar> laying his head on 
the table again. 

Gentleman. " I afked you how you di<f y 
" Buxar (tapping his fhoulder) I think yon 
" might give me a civil anfwer." 

Buxar. (muttering, and without raifing 
his head) " I am very well, and I wifh you 
" would let me alone." ' * 



d by Google 



ALBERT DE NORDENSHJI/D. 329 

Gent r " I do not wonder at ypur being 
%( ileepy, you have had a fatiguing night." 

Bicxar. (in the fame pofture) " Not fo 
" fatiguing as fome I palled at Stralfund.'* 

Gent. " What, were you there ?" 

• Buxar. (jumping up.) " I there, to be 
" fure I was — why, Sir, I have ferved his 
" moft graciousMajefty thefe two and fifty 
€€ years; and know, Sir, (reeling) that 
" whatever battle has been within that 
"time, Buxar was at it." , . 

Gent. " Were you ever wounded ?" 
Buxar. " If yo;u had ever looked at me, 

" you might have faved«yourfelf the trou- 

" ble of afking." 

• Gent. " I love to hear accounts of bat- 
"ties." 

Buxar. " Yes, 1 dare fay you do; for 
** there is no danger in talking about them 
" at the fire-tide (laying his head on the 
" table again, and muttering again) you 
"fop." 

Gent % " 1 fhould like to hear a circum- 
" fiantial account of an a£Hon/\ 

Buxar. " And I fhould like to^leep." 

Genu 
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Gent. cc You had , better rotife yourfelt* 
" or you will not hear when your mailer 
" goes away." 

Buxar. " That is my affair; if I do not 
" hear him, 1 warrant you he will call mey 
" as I have often done him, when the ene- 
" my was at our heels." 

Gent, (fhaking him) " Hark ye, Buxar !■ 
€i I have juft recolledled fomething." 

Buxar. « It is more than I have.*' 

Gent. « It is in your power to do me, 
" and a certain gentleman that belongs to 
" the court, a great Favour ; arid he, as 
" well as myfelf (pulling out bis.purfe) will 
u reward you for it." 

Buxar. " I wiifli you "would do' me the 
" favour to let me fleep now—you know 
" where I live, andean come in'd tell me 
" what you want fome other time." 

Gent. " But it muft be done immedi- 
" ately— -it will not hinder you a minute, 
€t #nd then you may fleep as long as you 
" pleafe." 

Buxar. " Well then, to have done with 
€€ it ; for I am tired of talking — 'what do 
" you want me to do ?" 

- GenK 
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Cent, (offering him the purfe) " Here, 
ff friend, take this, and tell me where fhe 
" is to be found— you understand rae. 
" (Btikar flared at him, and he Continued) 
♦(I am informed of the whole affair ; you 
" run no rifque in telling me ; no onefhall 
" ever know what pafles between us ; God 
"."forbid that I fhould do you an injury— 
" fhe fent me word a few days ago, that fhe 
" fhould come here with the General, but 
"a certain reafen made it neceflary for 
iC her to remain incognito, but that fhe 
u would fenime word when I might fpeak 
$€ to her 5 but I ' fuppofe^ fhe has been pre- 
" vented fending to me; and as I have 
" fbmething pf confequeace to fay to her, I 
'* wifh you would tell me where I can find 
M her. It is true, I could afk the General, 
" but as mybufinefs ooly concerns herfelf, 
" it is not neceflary for him to know any 
Ci thing about it; I therefore preferred ap- 
u plying to you^ who can inform me juft 
" as well 4 and as one civility defervesan- 
u other, take this to drink my health (of- 
" fcring him the purfe) and tell me." 

Buxar 
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Buxir ftarted up, knocked the piirie out 
of his hand, And pulhed him down, ex- 
claiming at thfc fame time, in the Aioft Ai- 
rbus* manner; *' Y<*ii have got the wrong 
" fow hy the ear, you dog you*; n and/ 
drawing his fabre, " but Twitf do for you/' 
The". gentleman g6t up; and ran but of the 
room as faft as he could. Buxar, in at- 
tempting to overtake him, fell over a chair, 
and lay fprawling -on the floor for lome '» 
time* but at lafl recovering himfetf, 'he 
got up, and ran out of the roomi brari- 
difhing his fabre; and it was at that mo-* 
raent the King and Cafper came down 
Hairs, and faw him. " Buxar, Buxarl w faid 
Cafper, holding up his cane, " what is the' 
" meaning of this ? M As foon as Biixar few 
the King, he put up his fabre, and at- 
tempted a martial falu tat ion, which- how- 
ever did not fucceed. " What is Ihe'mat- 
" ter with you, Buxar ?" faid Arno, " has 
" any body offended you P' 

Bu$ar. " I hope yourMajefty' will far* 
« give me ; I only wanted to fledp quietly 
« — and— ahd ^ :- ; * 

Gent. " He is drunk." ' " 

Co/per* 
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, Cajper. "That is very vifible; butfome- 

t€ thing has happened to him for. all that." 

, Officer. " You ought to, have been more 

" on your guard when you were fo near his 

* Majefty." 

Buxar. " So near his Majefty ! yes— * 
€t Pray, Sir, were you ever in a battle ? — fo 
" near his Majefty, indeed !— I have often 
" drawn this fabre near him ; for where 
" his ^Majefty was, there was my mafter ; 
" and where he was, there was I — look al ' 
" thefe fears; and here (pulling off hb 
€ * cap) fee my bald pate is covered with 
u them ; and I received them all near his 
if Majefty, for we were always in the poft& 
<* of the greateft danger — aik his gracious 
c€ Majefty, there he ftands, if it is not 
" true." 

King. " Very true, Buxar; but tell me 
" what has happened to you." 
. Buxar. *■' There lay the curfed gold with 
*' which they- tried to corrupt my honefty ; 
" tfycy wanted to know Who the woman 
" was that your Majefty faw in the garden 
" laft night; but Buxar was too cunning 

" for them.*' 

King. 
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. King, (in a paffion) " What have I 
" fpies in my palace? Can nothing be dtfne 
" without their knowledge? Bat whoever 
ic they are, they iball repent ©felheir mfean 
<c and impertinent curiofity." 

. Co/per, " Letmehailen to return to my 
*' own Grieffenhorft ; for I find in Nor- 
" dia, even the Palace is not fafe," 

King* (turning in a furious manner -to 
the courtiers) " Never did I ^xpedl fiach 
€( mcannefs, luchbafenefs, from you— yon 
" that I have fo long nourifhed in my.bo- 
" fom j and to fecure.your domefiic coh)- 
- " forts, I have to often ventured my life in 
" the hoftile field! : But tell mcy horieft 
" Buxar, who it was — fpeak without fear, 
" that I may inftantly brand him with -the 
u ignominy he deferves — fpeak !" 

Biixar. " I do not know- who he w&s, 
" for I. hardly took the trouble of looking 
* f at him. Some footmen plagued me firft, 
" but I foon got rid of r them; then "that 
" little whipper-fnapper, whd was as ITght 
" as a goofe- quill, came, and would Hot 
« be faid nay to ; but -I threw -him dof\Vn, 
" and his rfconeyilew about his eafst and 
*•'.->' l "I fliould 
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u I lhould have tickled bim with ihis 
" (pointing to bis fabre) if he had not been 
*^too quick for me — he rar* that way." 

- Xing. " So erven my menial fervants were 
" employed '!' Oh" fhame 1 eternal iliame ! 
4€ on thofe that could ftoop fo low, as to 
**try to corrupt fervants to betray their 
" matters— their King's fecrets> which they 
<c ought to refpedt. I wifh nature would 
u paufe for" a moment, that I might difco- 
" ver the guilty wretch, by the palpitation 
" of 'his heart (as the King was fpeaking, 
iS Baron Karacol, the mafter of the horfe* 
u entered the gate Buxar had pointed to) 
*' did you meet any body juft now, Ba- 
*« ron ?" 

Karacol. "No, your Majelly, I think 
" not ; at leafl I do not remember to have 
" met any body/' 

King* " RecoJleA yourfelf, Baron, for 
" it is of confequence for me to know ; and 
" I may call you to account for it." 

- Karacol, (thinking) " I think J iaw 
" fomebody walking behind the ftables, as 
*' I came along, but I do not know who 
" it was; I did not take notice of him, 

" (Arno 
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<f (Arno frowned) I think, but I am not 
" fure, it was Count Tufh." 

King. " What coloured coat did he 
"wear?" 

KaracoL €< If I remember right, it was a 
"fcarlet." 

Bwcar. tc Then that was he, for I re- 
" member he looked juft like a turkey- 
« cock." ' 

King. € . c From this moment he is dtf- 
" miffed from all his employments, and 
"feritto the fortrefs for life! I wiJl be 
" prefent at his examination, to difcover, 
ei if poffible/'his accomplices, who fhall 

equally feel the effects of my anger. Oh, 

Cafper* Cafper! (taking his hand) the 
"days that were fperit in the field of bat- 
" tie were happy Compared to thefe; for 
" there the evening of a toilfome day was 
" fpent in the circle of friends, 'and hoiieft 
" foldiers, whofe joy was fincere,. when 
« they faw their King had efcaped the dan- 
" ger ef it unhurt ; but now f am betrayed 
" in my palace, by thoffe that eat my 
« bread l'\ 

Cafpr : (fliaking his hand) " Fareweti, ' 
" Arno,! leave you with a heavy heart; 

"for 
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w . for I pity you from ray foul ; aod that iff 
€t ikying a good deal to a King," 

King. €t I hope you will die foon, Caf- 
u per, that at leaft you may hot defpife 
u roe ; for in a fituation likemine, I think 
u everything that is bad is to be feared." 

% Cafper again fhook Arno's hand, and 
pointing to the Prince, laid, " He will be 
w your avenger." He bowed to the cour- 
tiers, who returned his (alute in the molt 
obfequious manner. Hedior led him to 
his carriage, and helped him into it The 
drunken Buxar pafftd through the crowd 
unnoticed, and got home as well a£ he 
could. Arno remained at the gate till the 
coach was out oi light, and then retired to 
his clolfet— he was invilij>le for the whole 
day, except at dimmer, when he was 
gloomy and filent. 



€( Calperl Cafper!" cxclakned every 
voice, as his carriage rolled through Nor* 
dia ftreets; « Look ! look 1" cried pa* 
rents to their children, and old people to 
the young ones, "that is he, who formerly 
*f was the faviour of our country; where- 
Vql. I. Q "eve* 
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f <sm he commanded, vi&ojy was,se*taiB j 
« bis anm Was invincible* threes ttpefrb* 
" wpuHed the oaeipjf .from qur g»t<*»rand 
«< three thnes^we carried bj^^erf^wth' 
" woufcdfc into Qvfk towA-rlopk at,'hinii 
«' children,. f<X. you VfUl ^eSer^oVJ.h^ 
"like again, *Ebey were different, tinjes 
«.,wbqnhft 6t- at the helw, to4hefejwe^vo- 
« in new : tbe.King always £$io,we4.,bis- 
<ladvieey and his. advise wftsalwaysgood 
<f— when he faid' peace! we. bad it ;. agd 
" when he. laid declare war ! it. was done, 
*f At that time we had *aen, and. not he»d- 
« fireng hoys, in the niiniftry and away, 
« as we have now." "' 

Cafper received much pte»fv«e frona, the 
grate&l applftufcof bis fellow cjtu^ns * he 
bowed to tbetn fijonvfbe ceaqb .windows, 
with as cheerful a countenance 3s becojmh} 
affume ; but thexUflference of the pafiy to 
Ifce pjrefcnt, wa» i» obvious, and intruded 
fo.fceque»tly on his mind* that an afihing 
heart was> concealed by a.ftniling^qe. , 
. Wltb.theife ienumentsbe^a^edattfc© 
landgravine's palace. He found, her in 
the garden, where we left her with, Albert i 
-'■■'".•-.';.■ tbe 



tfte i pbot people : were at fotrie dift&nefe 
jft*im th&ff, eafch receitfifYg'hfe fhamof the 
irfdhe^ihfc HtoHttfcHy fbrthfey, &r frorti 
grfc&lHy "a J^topriatfog ft, vste pteafed with 
tfierdeeifion ttf an oldmaW, whd had or- 
dered a bby to pickit tfj}, and give it him, 
ffiathd tnl^ilt^clually divide it. ■"•• I 

- AiToori as Rifa and AlbeH faw' Catyer 
entetthe gate, 1 th'fejr ran to meet arid wet- % 
tofote hihi'; each of tftem feizfed one of his 
fiands, and wcte lea3in£ him ft>#a?ds the 
houfe, wheh thetfntnd of « Cafpet ! Caf- 
« perF* repeated by fevewl voic^ at tlte 
feme- time, caught his dar* Hfe tuttted, 
and feeing a number of pedple^ inquired 
what crowd tftat wks? ^Theyttremy -g&eSs 
« in yobV Nordia," replied Ri&, failing; 
Cafper looked at ftfe^, with furprife and 
pleafure, and preffinghdr hkrid; faid u they 
ie do you mofe honour*, my dear daughter, 
u than if you fed a thoufand courtiers : 
ff yoiihavei I fee, with his dignity, .inhc- 
, " rited-your father's, fte great Theffalo's 
" heart: but (turning to the poor) which 
" amongft you knows me ?*'— U I! IP* Md ' 
feveral of them. — u Let me fee/- faid 
Q2 Cafper, 
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34^ ALBERT Dfe NORDENSHILD. 

Cafper, going towards them, Cf if I kno*r 
4t any of you— who arc ye ?" — " Coin- 
" rades," replied fame old cnpples, Im ,wc 
" fought "undqj your command at Albhi- 
' u gen, Norbrarid, arid* Damfbach, &c. — 
" What,'* laid Cafper, feaiing himfelf in 
Rifa's chair,. " Comrades and heggars, how 
" is that V'— " Becaufc/ replied an old 
man, "" we have no friend to intercede For 
€€ us now, as you ufed to do; no invalid 
a dares approach the King, as they did 
u when you were at court, and &y, Ian» 
" too feeble to hold my fword — Arno, give 
" me a crutch and bread. Our King, no- 
" ble General, has quite forgotten his poor 
" old foldiers.' — « Come nearer/* faid 
Cafpe^ " and tell me your narfies."— 
They did fo, one after, the other. 

Cafper. " I recoiled perfectly the fears 
" of the Turkifh (abres, although I do not 
" remember your names*" 

" And if you have forgotten all the reft/* 
faid an old man, laying his hand on Caf* 
per's fhoulder, "I am fure your muft re* 
" member the fearlefs Efpen." 

Ca/per 9 
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C^>^;. (looting af Him) "Why, I hope 




5 un^cquaigted with the meaning „ 

<c >vorcJs fear ana danger ;.' and although 
? now reduced to a beggar and a cripple 
c * ,my heart is fiill unchanged !**.. , 

Cqfper. (fhaking his hand) " jffpen! 
^youEfpen!— boo3God!^ ' ' 

. E/pen. iX Do;you remember, "General, 
"_ when we were both wounded hear Nor-" 
€t brand, arid were left in the field with the 
^flain. I lay at fome diftance from you, 
" but your groans and lamentations lor a 
" drop of water, moved me fo, that I col- 
u le#ed what little flrength I had, toreacI\ 
" you my cantine, that had a little iri it.** ^ 
Cafyer. ." Well do t remember if, and 
" how U refrefheU me— did 1 ever reward 
<< you for it ?'* 

Efpen. " You rewarded me nobty; for 
,c .you gave me your purfe, anct bid me 
" take every thing you Had about you, for 
€S you did not expe$: to recover : you were 
" wouqded in two places, your fhoulder, 
" and the fide of your neck." 

Q3 ''Cqfrer. 
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Gfyer. M Your memory is better than 
€i mine, for I have forgotten the particulars 
« erf it. .. . . ;.i * 

jE#*»^ 'CThere we»two hundred chifcats 
€< in the purfe you gave ms for the «teop of 
u dirty water : I feat them to my' xrife, 
" thinking, if I had the misfortune tsrretum 
u home a cripple, I fhould have fomefthing 
« to comfort me in my old age. My "fears 
€$ proved true, although my hopes de- 
"ceived me. 1 Returned home a cri£pTe> 
ic hut law and jufticehtaxii of °my dueat^ 
" and devoured them. 'I haVe ofteA thought 
Ji of you, 'my worthy general, and the>re- 
" membrance of you was always attended 
"withafigh." " - ■ ' t 

Cafper. " How old are you ? % ' : : '•. 

Efpen. u I do not know my*rge i hut I 
w begin to think, that death, whteh'was 
<c always hovering about the yofyth* and 
" man, h^s forgotten thewre|chedftieletbrf, 
cc who, woni by age and misfortunes^ fre* 
" quently calls on him for relirffi" 

Cafper. " Were you at Damfbach •?" 

" I was there! I was there; tool* re- 
peated fevcral voices together. 

i . Bjpew 
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EJpen. "-Yes* it wa$ /there I was^re- 
^duced to Ibia nptiferablo ftii3t$ ; fc flaflfe in 
*' my fhoulder deprived me of the life of 
"jaxy right arm, and a 4boi in.-my.hip 
:" Imaed mes yofc juptow, we wejre ordered 
^ T to hew outlay through the: lines of the 
" meiay's infeatry-^wsc did fp, an^ vie* 

-.. Gajpfr. (with indignation) " And this 
" is ypur f ew*rd— th^t (Jay fixed the crown 
" on ArflGtVhead* Albert, give me a leaf 
*} : outiof $01^ pogket-bpok, %and your pen- 
/'cih. I a : m rich* enough (to Efperi} to 
« pr<>v$e faryou raylelf* b^t t the King 
"•muA, -asd 'fiutUdo it.'' ( 

Albert gave him the paper — he >vrate*a 
few words on his krjee, and fealing it up, 
\gaye it taEfpej^ , , «\ Garry *h|s to. the B£ing 
Y.iniiniediatfly^.fti^^he^/^ and Laiift en 
V. fee&g him yowfclf-— ^te wboefver may at- 
«< tempi . to pJ£veiat; yofu, fay I fent; you ; 
<? they v will the# let yoij pafs: and if you 
" have not n. Sufficient penfion : affigned 
** you by to-mqrrow, evening, inform Ma- 
" jar de Nordenfhild of it, who will pro- 
y vide for you. And, in that cafe> Albert, 
"'" " (turn- 
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344 ALBERT DE NORDENSHILfi. 

" (turning to him) I order you to go to the 
"King, and tell him, that Cafper, with" 
cc his lateft breath, will curie him fofiuf- 
f * fering thofe to . want who Ihed their 
"btoocfin his fervice/' 

Ca(per s cheeks glow-ed with anger, arid # 
he ipoke with the warmth, the energy of 
youth* He fhook the hands of his old 
comrades, as he pafled them, and Albert, % 
unperceived, threw his purfe intoEfpenV 
hat. Rifa gave a ducat to each of the war-", 
riors, and two to Efpen. — " If the King^ 
" provides for you everfo plentifully/' faicj. 
fhe, " I infill on giving you £ bottle, of % 
" wine every day; becaufe the water you, 
" once gave this worthy man (embracing, 
«* Cafper) refrefhed an4 comforted him : 
€i therefore, bring your cantine every morn* 
" ing, and have it filled ; and when you 
" are no longer able to fetch it, I will fend, 
" it you/* , 

The poor returned to their refpe&iye ha-? 
bitations, bleffing their kind benefa&orv 
„ who had fo amply relieved their wants* .. 

Cafper had enough to- do to relate to 
Albert and Rila, all that had happened at 

court 



ALBERT DE NORDEKSHILl), 3.45 

court' that morning ; and he finilhed his 
relation with thefe words : " I afri certain 
." it will give you pleafure to know, that 
" I have fueceeded in my intention of re- 
u cohciBtig He6lor }o his father : but 1 
" have done nothing for you, Albert, nor 
" for your Highnefs ; and except laft nighf, 
" wberi the difcourfe led to it,' neither of 
" ypvir names were mentioned by the King, 
"nor me; for I cannot condefcend to afk 
" a favour, even for you : your affairs, 
" therefore, remain juft as they were ; I 
€€ forefee you will have many obftacles to 
*f encounter, before your love is rewarded ; 
€€ but time and patience conquers every 
€ * difficulty. Arnb's hereditary enemy is 
"juft awakened from a longflumber, and 
€€ is watching fof an opportunity to renew 
<" his old quarrel ; a war is therefore inevi- 
" table, and in all probability will foon 
"„ break out, wtieft 1 hope, Albert, you . 
" you will diftinguifli yourfelf in fuch a 
" a manner, as to merit a great reward. In 
** themeantime,endeavourtogainthecon~ 
" fidence of the army, and love of the peo- 
.*' pie; and by maintaining your indepen- 

"dence,* 
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« dence, you wijl keep the to6rt kr arte* 
M I know to do fc requires moch caut|briy 
" but you havefenfe and experience^. Tjfe 
" them properly, and X am. certain tjriro &£& 
"fucceed." i .1 # !iiff) ; 

It was near dinner time, a od Gtfpertlid 
not feem inclined to go, ^lttotfghJkfc-bad 5 
neither announced himfelf, nor hgdJaqetf 
invited by Rifa to flay. " lhop*,7 findd* 
at laft, " as your Highnsft. has ;ftiklbr 
" many invalids to-day, you will not ;ue* 
" fufe me a place at yQtt^tebkk"^^11foa , 
'* will make me happy by a&fttfmg dacf 
was her reply, "itwap apleafttrel*uifoeff, 
" but feared Arno would deprive mfc d£ ? V-*' 
V I fhould be forry to be forced t&dioe.at* 
" court 1o-day," faid he ; "I believe I 
u have fpoilcd their appetites ; but liiucft 
" good may it do them." 

Rifa immediately fent to invite fome of- 
ficers of her regiment, whom flie knew were 
Albert's friends, to dinner. They came, 
and rejoiced at the fortunate termination 
of his affairs : in 4Jiort, the whole party 
feemed as happy as imagination can well 
form one. u I have good wine, and am 

"fur- 



"iasx&anded with girls and foldiers, 1 * faid 
Cafper, '* and there is bat one thing'Want- 
^ingvto prctent' my being at this moment 
<*<tlie happieft mortal livinjg ; had'I but 
" that, I ihould fay, misfortune may play 
u it ball with me to-morrow ; I defy her 
•* to-day; -You may love your bottle, and 
c $ yriuif girl,' my friends (turning to the of- 
**. ficers) but when honour calls, forget 
'£botfi; for wine heats^ and you will then 
" wa>nt coolnefs and deliberation — Love 
€€ . ibftens and relaxes the heart, and firm- 
'*«pefs and flability is what you ought to 
" poflefe. Think on me when you march 
" againft the enemy, and my word for it, 
; *? you wijl conquer/' 



END OF VOL. I. 
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